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Question: If Jesus knew all things, why did He ask questions? Was it because He didn’t know the 
answer?  
 
Answer:  Jesus didn’t ask questions because He didn’t know the answer. He always knew the answer 
before they answered. Since He “knew all things” (John 16:30, 21:17), He asked questions for three 
reasons:  
 
Sometimes He asked questions so the information could be recorded in the Scriptures.  
When He encountered the demon-possessed man, He asked, “What is your name?” (Mark 5:9). He 
already knew the name, but He wanted the information recorded in the Scriptures. The demons 
answered, “My name is Legion: for we are many” (5:10). A Roman legion was about 6,000 soldiers, so 
people reading this passage could understand that thousands of evil spirits were inside of the man. 
 
Sometimes He asked questions so those being asked would reveal what they thought.  
He asked His disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” (Matt. 16:15). Peter answered, “You are the Christ, 
the Son of the living God” (16:16). He told Peter that His Father had revealed it to Him (16:17). 
 
He asked James and John, “What do you want Me to do for you?” (Mark 10:36) They wanted to sit on His 
right and left in the future kingdom. Jesus told them, “You do not know what you are asking for” (10:38). 
Then He told them it was not for Him to give (10:40). 
 
Not long after this, blind Bartimaeus called out to Jesus to have mercy on him (9:48). Again Jesus asked, 
“What do you want Me to do for you?” (9:51) Although the answer seemed obvious, He wanted the blind 
man to be specific in his request. Bartimaeus could have asked for a seeing-eye dog, but he asked for his 
sight to be restored. Jesus granted his request 
 
Sometimes He asked questions to see how they would respond.  
When Jesus saw the multitude of 5,000 people, He asked Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, that these 
may eat?” And this He was saying to test him; for He Himself knew what He was intending to do (John 
6:5-6).  
 
Since Jesus knew what people were thinking in their hearts (Matt. 9:4, Luke 9:47), He didn’t need to ask 
questions because He didn’t know, but for the three reasons mentioned above. 
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