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When my daughter was five years old she came to me crying. “Daddy, I’ve got a sticker in my finger and I
want you to pull it out.” I grabbed some tweezers and held her finger as I attempted minor surgery. She
pulled her hand back and said, “I’ve changed my mind. I want you to leave it in!”
The apostle Paul was tormented by a “thorn in the flesh” and asked God to use heavenly tweezers to
remove it. Paul described it as a “messenger of Satan to buffet me” (2 Cor. 12:7). God decided to leave it
in.
What was the thorn? Some people teach the thorn in the flesh was bad eyesight, based on Galatians
4:15. Paul’s vision probably worsened as a grew older, but it’s unlikely this was what he was talking
about. In fact, Paul tells us exactly what it was. It was a “messenger of Satan.”
The Greek word for “messenger” is angelos and is also translated “angel.” The thorn was a fallen angel--a
demon assigned by Satan, which caused all Paul’s persecutions and troubles mentioned in 2 Cor. 11:2326. Because Paul had received many great revelations from God, including a glimpse of heaven, the
demon was allowed to “buffet” him to keep him humble. The Lord used hate and rejection by others to
keep him from exalting himself. Paul needed to stay humble so God could continue to use him.
Paul’s response to the thorn. Paul doesn’t say when the thorn was given to him, but it may have been
shortly after his visit to heaven since he seems to connect them (12:2-7). His first reaction was to get rid
of it. After he cried for help three times, Paul had to be wondering if the Lord had heard his request. Then
the Lord told him, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness” (12:9). God’s power
is connected to our dependence on Him. What can we learn from this?
1. God is more interested in your character than your comfort. He will use difficult circumstances and
evil people to drive out pride and keep us from exalting ourselves.
2. God may answer your prayers differently than you ask. God did answer Paul’s prayer but not in the
way he had asked. The Lord didn’t remove the thorn but gave him the grace to endure it. If Paul hadn’t
learned to hear God speak to him, he never would have understood why the Lord allowed it.
3. God will give you the grace to endure what you’re going through. If God doesn’t deliver you from
your problem, He will give you the grace to get through it. Paul learned to embrace His grace to endure
his difficulty. God’s grace is like a spiritual shock absorber that softens the full impact of the negative
forces trying to crush us. If your car hits a hole on the highway, your shock absorber cushions the impact
and gives you a smoother ride. God’s grace cushions us from the full pain of spiritual attacks and
empowers us to live through difficulties.
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