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Restitution is God’s way of paying back to the rightful owner what was lost, stolen, or damaged.  
The restitution amount wasn’t equal to the crime, but often much more than the amount taken. 
The book of Exodus speaks about making restitution for a variety of situations. If a thief stole an 
ox and killed it, he had to pay back five times as much. If he stole a sheep and sold it, he had to 
pay back four times as much (Exodus 22:1). Here are some examples from Exodus 22: 
 

22 “If a man steals an ox or a sheep and slaughters it or sells it, he shall pay five oxen for 
the ox and four sheep for the sheep.  
2 “If the thief is caught while breaking in and is struck so that he dies, there will be no 
bloodguiltiness on his account.  
3 But if the sun has risen on him, there will be bloodguiltiness on his account. He shall 
surely make restitution; if he owns nothing, then he shall be sold for his theft.  
4 If what he stole is actually found alive in his possession, whether an ox or a donkey or a 
sheep, he shall pay double. 
5 “If a man lets a field or vineyard be grazed bare and lets his animal loose so that it 
grazes in another man’s field, he shall make restitution from the best of his own field and 
the best of his own vineyard. 
6 “If a fire breaks out and spreads to thorn bushes, so that stacked grain or the standing 
grain or the field itself is consumed, he who started the fire shall surely make restitution. 
7 “If a man gives his neighbor money or goods to keep for him and it is stolen from the 
man’s house, if the thief is caught, he shall pay double.  
8 If the thief is not caught, then the owner of the house shall appear before the 
judges, to determine whether he laid his hands on his neighbor’s property.  
9 For every breach of trust, whether it is for ox, for donkey, for sheep, for clothing, or for 
any lost thing about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the case of both parties shall come 
before the judges; he whom the judges condemn shall pay double to his neighbor. 
10 “If a man gives his neighbor a donkey, an ox, a sheep, or any animal to keep for him, 
and it dies or is hurt or is driven away while no one is looking,  
11 an oath before the LORD shall be made by the two of them that he has not laid hands 
on his neighbor’s property; and its owner shall accept it, and he shall not make 
restitution.  
12 But if it is actually stolen from him, he shall make restitution to its owner.  
13 If it is all torn to pieces, let him bring it as evidence; he shall not make restitution for 
what has been torn to pieces. 
14 “If a man borrows anything from his neighbor, and it is injured or dies while its owner is 
not with it, he shall make full restitution.  
15 If its owner is with it, he shall not make restitution; if it is hired, it came for its hire. 

 
A Manhattan, Kansas cable company received $300 in cash in the mail, along with an unsigned 
letter from a man apologizing for his actions and asking forgiveness. The letter-writer said when 
he was a sophomore at Kansas State University, he had pirated cable TV from an upstairs 
apartment.  He wrote, “I didn’t fully consider at the time how we were cheating your cable 
company out of revenues” and that he wanted to commit himself to the teachings of the Bible. 
The $300 was restitution for the cable TV signals he had taken without paying. 
 
Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector in Israel and became rich by swindling people out of their 
money (Luke 19:1-10). One day he heard Jesus was coming to Jericho, so he climbed a tree to 
see over the crowd. Jesus looked up, called him by name and said He wanted to stay at his 
house. Zacchaeus told Jesus, “Lord, half of my possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have 
defrauded anyone of anything, I will give back four times as much” (Luke 19:8). Notice that Jesus 
did not tell him to do this. Zacchaeus decided on his own to make things right. 
 
If you’ve stolen something or damaged someone’s property, God will show you how much to pay. 
It will relieve your guilt, heal a relationship, and will be pleasing to the Lord.  
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