
 
 
 
 

AMAZING 

STORIES 

& 

DAILY 

DEVOTIONALS 
 
 

365 Spiritual Insights to Brighten Your Day 

 
 
 
 
 

Kent Crockett 
  



Amazing Stories & Daily Devotionals 
By Kent Crockett 
 

Copyright © 2021 Kent Crockett  
 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in 

a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—printed, 

written, electronic, mechanical, photocopied, recorded, or otherwise—

except for brief quotations, without the prior permission from the author.  
 

Except where otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations in this book are 

taken from the New American Standard Bible®, ©1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 

1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by 

permission. (www.Lockman.org) 
 

Scripture quotations marked (HCSB) are been taken from the Holman 

Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003 by 

Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission. Holman Christian Standard 

Bible®, Holman CSB®, and HCSB® are federally registered trademarks of 

Holman Bible Publishers. 
 

Scripture quotations marked (KJV) are taken from the King James Version 

of the Bible. 
 

Scripture quotations marked (NCV) are from the New Century Version®. 

Copyright © 1987, 1988, 1991 by Word Publishing, a division of Thomas 

Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the Holy Bible, New 

International Version®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by 

Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 

Scripture quotations marked (NLT) are taken from the Holy Bible, New 

Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004. Used by permission of Tyndale 

House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, Illinois 60189. All rights reserved. 
 

Scripture quotations marked (NKJV) are taken from the New King James 

Version. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. 

 

Italics in Scripture have been added by the author for emphasis. 

 

Cover design by Chris Tripputi. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

kent@kentcrockett.com 

Making Life Count Ministries 

P.O. Box 680174 

Prattville, Alabama 36068 
www.makinglifecount.net  

mailto:kent@kentcrockett.com


STARTING OVER 
 

January 1 
 

“God offers you a chance to start over 
and make a great ending.” 

 

A pastor friend told me about a woman who was going to 
sing a solo in his church. When she stood in front of the 
congregation, the pianist started playing. Because she 
hadn’t warmed up her voice, she started singing off-key 
and missed several notes. She realized if she kept singing 
that way it would only get worse. 

The woman stopped singing in the middle of the song 
and said to the pianist, “I’m really sorry. Could I please 
start over?” The pianist flipped back the pages of her 
music and began playing the song again. This time the 
woman sang perfectly. 

After she finished and took her seat, the pastor told 
the congregation, “What you just witnessed is a picture of 
God’s grace. She made a mistake. She humbled herself and 
apologized. Then she asked for a chance to start over and 
sang perfectly.” 

When Jesus healed a man who had been lame for 
thirty-eight years, He told him, “Do not sin anymore, so 
that something worse doesn’t happen to you” (John 5:14 
HCSB). Jesus gave him a new start in life. His new legs 
could walk to new places, but he could also walk to new 
temptations. Jesus warned him about making wrong 
choices because something worse could happen if he did. 

The New Year brings the opportunity for a new start. 
Don’t keep singing off-key. Learn from the soloist. 
Humble yourself. Acknowledge your mistakes. Ask God’s 
forgiveness and for Him to guide you on the right path in 
the coming year.  
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SALVATION 
 

January 2 
 

“No matter how hopeless you may feel, 
Jesus will come searching to rescue you.” 

 

In 2002, a crew member on a Norway cruise ship fell 
overboard into the Atlantic Ocean one evening. She didn’t 
know how to swim. The crew knew she was missing four 
hours later when she failed to show up for a roll call.  

The ship’s captain decided to turn the ship around 
and search for her body. Angry passengers protested after 
it was announced the ship would not dock at St. Martin 
due to time lost because of the search. Since she couldn’t 
swim, they argued, there was no need to look for her.  

The captain calculated the currents would have 
caused her body to drift four miles off the original path. 
After back-tracking over four hours, and in spite of the 
sea’s white caps, a passenger spotted her head above water. 
She had taught herself to dog-paddle for ten hours!1 

Think about how frightened she was after plunging 
into water without a life preserver, and watching the lights 
of the ship disappear into the night. She’s in total darkness, 
hundreds of miles from shore. She frantically splashes 
around, trying to teach herself how to dog-paddle. It’s only 
a matter of time before she drowns due to exhaustion. Her 
only hope is to pray for the ship to return. Imagine her 
excitement when the sun comes up and she sees a ship 
coming to rescue her! But, what would have happened if 
the captain had given in to the angry passengers’ protests? 

Spiritually, you have fallen overboard. You’re treading 
water in a sea of sin. If you go under, you’ll be cut off 
from heaven forever. You have no hope of saving 
yourself, but then Jesus comes searching for you. He said, 
“The Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which 
was lost” (Luke 19:10). If you’ll cry out, “Jesus, please save 
me!” He will rescue your soul for all eternity (Rom. 10:13). 
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LOVING OTHERS   
 

January 3 
 

“When you swap places with others to feel 
how they hurt, you’ve taken the first step 
toward loving your neighbor as yourself.” 

 

Western Oregon played Central Washington in softball, 
with the winner going to the Division II playoffs. With 
Central Washington leading 2-1, Western Oregon’s Sara 
Tucholsky hit an apparent three-run homerun. All she had 
to do was run around the bases. But when Tucholsky 
reached first base she collapsed. She had torn a ligament in 
her knee and was unable to walk. 

The rules prohibited her teammates from helping her 
around the bases. If they touched her, she would be called 
out. A player on the opposing team, Mallory Holtman, 
asked the umpire if the rules disallowed the other team 
from helping her. The umpire said nothing in the rulebook 
prohibited them from assisting her. 

Holtman and a teammate picked up Tucholsky and 
resumed her homerun walk, pausing at each base to let her 
touch the bag with her uninjured leg. “We started laughing 
when we touched second base,” Holtman said. “I 
wondered what this must look like to other people. The 
entire Western Oregon team was in tears.” 

“My whole team was crying,” Tucholsky said. 
“Everybody in the stands was crying. My coach was 
crying.”  Western Oregon won the game 4-2.2 Central 
Washington sacrificed the playoffs so they could help their 
injured opponent.  

Jesus said, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” 
(Matt. 22:39). When you swap places with others to feel 
how they hurt, you’ve taken the first step toward loving 
your neighbor as yourself.  
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HOPE  
 

January 4 
 

“The rest of your life can be the best of your life.” 
–Rick Warren 

 

A pastor in Ohio asked a church member who was a 
surgeon if he could be in the operating room to watch an 
open heart surgery. The doctor permitted him to observe.  

The physician began the surgery, removed the 
woman’s heart, repaired it, and placed it back into her 
chest. As he massaged her heart to get it going, it wouldn’t 
beat. He tried other procedures but nothing restarted the 
heartbeat. 

The surgeon knelt beside his patient and whispered, 
“Mrs. Johnson, this is your surgeon. The operation went 
perfectly, but you need to tell your heart to beat again.” 
Immediately her heart began beating! 

Even though the surgeon did everything necessary to 
repair her heart, the patient needed to cooperate with him. 
By an act of her will, she had to tell her heart to start 
beating. This story inspired singer Randy Phillips to write 
the song, “Tell Your Heart to Beat Again.” 

Maybe you’ve been rejected or you’ve lost a loved one 
and your heart has stopped beating. Perhaps your spouse 
betrayed you and your heart is devastated. You’ve lost 
hope and your will to live. Remember, God is the great 
physician who can repair your heart, but you need to tell 
your heart to beat again. 

Tell your heart to love again. Command your heart to 
hope again. No matter what tragedy you’ve been through, 
God still has good plans for you. You can move forward 
with your life. Just tell your heart to beat again.  
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TRUST  
 

January 5 
 

“So when you don’t understand, when you 
don’t see His plan, when you can’t trace 

His hand, trust His heart” –Babbie Mason 
 

Col. Jeff Patton was an F-15 fighter pilot in the first Gulf 
War. The first night of the attack was chosen because the 
absence of moonlight helped prevent the enemy from 
detecting the Allied fighters.  

Shortly after crossing into Iraq, a surface-to-air missile 
radar locked on to Jeff’s plane. He maneuvered his aircraft 
and broke the lock on his plane, but those radical 
movements in total darkness caused him to be disoriented. 
He didn’t know up from down. 

He thought he was in a climbing right turn, but his 
instruments indicated he was in a 60-degree dive. He had 
to make a decision and his life depended on making the 
right one. His mind told him to turn the plane downward, 
but his instruments told him pull upward. Because he was 
flying in total darkness, he had to decide quickly. 

He had been taught in flight training to trust his 
instruments, so he ignored his senses and pulled the plane 
out of its dive. Immediately he looked at his altimeter, 
which told him the elevation of his aircraft. He had 
narrowly escaped crashing into the mountains by just two 
thousand feet. If he had delayed just three more seconds, 
his plane would have crashed. And if he had turned his jet 
downward instead of upward, he would have crashed. 
Trusting his instruments saved his life.3 

Just as pilots are trained to trust their instruments and 
not their senses, God wants you to trust Him and not your 
logic. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not 
lean on your own understanding” (Prov. 3:5).  

So when you don’t understand, when you don’t see 
His plan, when you can’t trace His hand, trust His heart. 
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FEAR 
 

January 6 
 

“When you fear God you fear nothing else. If 
you don’t fear God you fear everything else.”  

–Oswald Chambers 
 

A circus act with Bengal tigers was performed before a live 
television audience one evening. The tiger trainer went 
into the cage with several tigers to do the usual 
performance. The spotlights highlighted the cage and the 
audience watched in suspense as the trainer took the tigers 
through their routine. 

In the middle of the performance, something 
happened they hadn’t planned for. The power went out! In 
total darkness, the trainer was locked in with the tigers. 
Bengal tigers have nocturnal vision, which means they 
could see him, but he could not see them. A whip and a 
small kitchen chair offered little protection under those 
circumstances. Thirty seconds later, the lights came on and 
he calmly finished the performance. 

In an interview afterward, the trainer was asked if he 
was afraid knowing the tigers could see him when he 
couldn’t see them. He admitted to being afraid, but then 
realized the tigers didn’t know that he couldn’t see them. He said, 
“I just kept cracking my whip and talking to them until the 
lights came on. They never knew that I couldn’t see 
them.”4 

When Daniel was thrown into the lions’ den, he knew 
the lions could see him. He also knew God would protect 
him. He said, “My God sent His angel and shut the lions’ 
mouths and they have not harmed me” (Dan. 6:22). 

Are you in the dark surrounded by lions? Be like 
Daniel and put your trust in God. Confidently tell yourself, 
“The Lord is with me. I will not be afraid.” (Ps. 118:6).  
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CRITICISM   
 

January 7 
 

“Critical people usually make judgments based 
on misleading or incomplete information.” 

 

In 1962, a newspaper showed a picture of new United 
States senators taking the oath of office. One of the 
senators raised his left hand instead of his right hand at the 
swearing in. Someone wrote a letter to the editor criticizing 
the senator for being unpatriotic. “He’s not qualified to be 
in office. He doesn’t even know his right hand from his 
left.” 

The critical person must have been embarrassed and 
ashamed after he found out the real reason why the man 
raised his left hand. The senator was WWII war hero, 
Daniel Inouye, who was awarded the Bronze Star, the 
Purple Heart, the Distinguished Service Cross, and the 
Medal of Honor. He lost his right arm in battle while 
fighting the Germans. He raised his left hand for the 
swearing-in because he didn’t have a right hand. 

Many people are critical because they don’t know all 
the facts. Have you ever judged someone only to find out 
later there was a lot more to the story?  

Jesus said, “Do not judge lest you be judged. For in 
the way you judge, you will be judged . . . And why do you 
look at the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not 
notice the log that is in your own?” (Matt. 7:1-2). The 
“speck” is only a small piece of information but not the 
entire story. 

Before you misjudge someone, make sure you know 
everything the person is going through. You might change 
your mind.  
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COMPARING WITH OTHERS   
 

January 8 
 

“The pecking order of importance only 
exists in the chicken’s mind.” 

 

Chickens have a pecking order to determine the greatest to 
the least. The most dominant chicken is #1 and pecks on 
the other nine. It struts around clucking, “I’m the greatest 
chicken around here!” The #2 chicken submits to #1, but 
pecks on #3-10. And so on, down to the lowly #10 
chicken that gets pecked on by the rest. But the pecking 
order of importance only exists in the chicken’s mind. 

Humans also have a pecking order, where some 
people want to be more important than others. Even the 
disciples argued among themselves over who was the 
greatest (Luke 9:46). They were establishing a pecking 
order, and I’m sure a few of them got their feathers 
ruffled. 

Did they point fingers at each other saying, “You are 
the greatest.” “No, you are the greatest!” I don’t think so. 
They pointed at themselves saying, “I am the greatest.” 
“No, I’m the greatest.” They stopped thinking about how 
great Jesus was and started thinking about how great they 
were. 

Jesus said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles 
lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority 
over them” (Matt. 20:25). He reversed the pecking order 
and said, “It is not so among you, but whoever wishes to 
become great among you shall be your servant, and 
whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave” 
(20:26-27). 

That’s not a very popular verse nowadays. After all, 
who wants to be the #10 chicken? Do you?   
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PROBLEM SOLVING 
 

January 9 
 

“Your biggest problem is not your problem, 
but your lack of wisdom concerning your 

problem.” –Carol McLeod 
 

Patrick Webster holds the world’s record for the most 
sneezes in a lifetime. For nearly thirty-seven years, the man 
from Hampshire, England sneezed every two minutes, 
which adds up to seven million sneezes during his life.  

Webster saw more than sixty doctors, took allergy 
tests and drug treatments, but nothing stopped the attacks. 
“I sneezed hundreds of times a day, all year round. It was 
exhausting,” he explained. “One doctor even told me I 
must be allergic to myself.” 

A clinic specializing in nutrition discovered the cause 
of his problem. Patrick was allergic to egg yolk and oats, 
which had been eating every day since he was 17 years old. 
“As soon as I gave up eating the foods they indicated, the 
sneezing stopped.”5 

Here’s wisdom. To solve any problem, you must first 
find out what’s causing it. It sounds so simple, but many 
people are treating the symptoms to their problems instead 
of digging deep enough to uncover the root. They’re 
buying more handkerchiefs while their sneezing continues. 
If you don’t locate the cause, you won’t find the cure. 

Many marriage problems are caused by selfishness. 
Debt problems are usually traced to covetousness or lack 
of discipline. Most problems are rooted in a wrong attitude 
of heart. Jesus said, “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, 
slanders” (Matt. 15:19). 

Find the root of your problem and you’ll know how 
to correct it. And that’s nothing to sneeze at.  
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PRAYER  
 

January 10 
 

“Jesus told us not to use meaningless 
repetitions when we pray. Then He taught 
us the Lord’s Prayer, and we turned it into 

a meaningless repetition.” 
 

Chimpanzees have been taught how to use sign language, 
and what they have to say is revealing. Stephen Pinker, in 
his book The Language Instinct, talks about chimps 
expressing their thoughts through sign language. A chimp 
named Nim gave this message: Nim eat Nim eat. Give orange 
me give eat orange me eat orange give me eat orange give me you. 

Examining the chimp’s messages, two things stand 
out. First, Nim tends to say the same things over and over. 
Second, nearly every sentence Nim utters is a request. 

Now suppose chimps were taught to pray to God. 
What would their prayers sound like? Reflecting on Nim’s 
examples, we can assume chimp prayers would be 
repetitive and self-centered. Me banana You banana me You 
give banana me eat.6 That sounds a lot like human prayers! 

I’ll admit I sometimes sound like Nim when I pray. 
I’ve prayed monkey prayers, repeatedly telling God what I 
want. Jesus told us to not get caught in that trap. “And 
when you are praying do not use meaningless repetitions 
as the Gentiles do” (Matt. 6:7). 

Perhaps we need to learn to pray in a new way. 
Instead of continually telling God what we want, maybe 
we should intercede for someone we’ve never prayed for 
before. Can you think of someone on this planet who 
needs your prayers? Anyone?  

Maybe if we’ll spend more time interceding for 
others, God will also give us what we need, even if we 
don’t ask for it.  
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DOUBT  
 

January 11 
 

“Two heads aren’t better than one if 
they are both on the same shoulders.” 

 

Scientists once studied a two-headed snake and discovered 
that each head had a mind of its own. One moment it 
would crawl one way, then the other mind would take over 
and it would slither in a completely different direction. 
Both heads were competing to control the body.  

Doubt is being double-minded. It’s like having two 
minds inside your head, each wanting its own way. James 
1:8 says, “A double-minded man is unstable in all his 
ways.” The Greek word for unstable means “restless” and 
“unsettled.” Doubt makes you as confused as a termite 
inside a yo-yo. One minute you’re up, the next minute 
you’re down.  

Years ago, I counseled a young man who was 
constantly plagued by doubts. He would listen to whatever 
thought popped into his mind. He would say, “I think I’m 
supposed to do this” and then a little later, “No, I think 
I’m supposed to do that.” A few minutes later, he changed 
his mind again.  

You can’t make up your mind when two voices tell 
you to do opposite things. You’ll be like the two-headed 
snake. You can turn a double-mind into a single-mind by 
surrendering your mind to Jesus.  

Listen to what God says, make your decision, and 
don’t look back (Luke 9:62). Looking back and doubting 
yourself will only cause problems after you have already 
made the correct decision.  

“You [God] will keep the mind that is dependent on 
you in perfect peace, for it is trusting in you (Isa. 26:3 
HCSB). That’s single-mindedness. 
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PERSPECTIVE  
 

January 12 
 

“If you are living in a world where everyone 
limps, a person who walks normally is 

considered abnormal.” –Peter Lord 
 

I have a friend who is color blind. I didn’t know this until 
one day he mentioned to me, “I have no idea what the 
color green looks like.” I pointed at some green grass and 
asked, “What color is that grass to you?” He said, “It looks 
yellow to me.” We were both looking at the same grass. I 
saw green and he saw yellow. 

At a traffic signal, a green light looks like a yellow 
light to him. He said, “I know when to go by watching the 
other cars.” Then it dawned on me how differently we see 
the world. The world I see every day isn’t the same world 
he sees. We’re living in two different worlds. 

Unsaved people see the world differently than how 
followers of Christ see it. It’s because we’re living in two 
different worlds. Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this 
world” (John 18:36). This is why unbelievers think 
Christians are strange. Peter Lord says, “If you are living in 
a world where everyone limps, a person who walks 
normally is considered abnormal.” 

Christians view the world differently because we have 
the Holy Spirit living in us. Unbelievers don’t. “But a 
natural man [an unbeliever] does not accept the things of 
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he 
cannot understand them, because they are spiritually 
appraised.” (1 Cor. 2:14) 

Remember this when unbelievers ridicule you. They 
don’t see what you see.  
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GIVING 
 

January 13 
 

“Giving isn’t hard if we love the object of 
our gift. But if we don’t love the recipient of 

the gift, giving is extremely difficult.” 
 

A man told a store clerk, “I’m looking for a card to show 
my wife how much I love her.” The clerk said, “Here’s a 
card for $4.99.”  

The man asked, “Do have any cards for a dollar?”  
Giving isn’t hard if we love the one we are giving to. 

Jesus said, “For where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also” (Matt. 6:21). If you want to know what you 
love the most, just follow the money.  

If a man loves golf he will happily spend lots of money 
on golf clubs and country club memberships. My uncle 
once proudly showed me a plaque he received for giving 
$50,000 to Georgia Tech. I never had to ask him if he 
loved his school. 

But if we don’t love the recipient of the gift, giving is 
extremely hard. We will reluctantly give and then complain 
about it. Many people grudgingly gave sacrifices in the 
Temple and complained, “My, how tiresome it is” (Mal. 
1:13). They forgot God heard their whining and even 
recorded their complaining in the Scriptures for everyone 
to read. 

Giving cheerfully starts with the heart. “Each one must 
do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Cor. 
9:7). 

A high jumper was asked how he broke the record. He 
said, “I threw my heart over the bar and my body 
followed.” When we give our hearts to the Lord, our 
offerings to Him will easily follow.  
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AUTHORITY 
 

January 14 
 

“The weakest Christian is more 
powerful than strongest demon.” 

 

In an episode of The Andy Griffith Show, a couple of 
farmers were illegally selling vegetables on the roadside. 
Deputy Barney Fife pulled his squad car over and told 
them to leave. The two big bullies stood up to him, saying 
they weren’t going anywhere. Barney was scared to 
confront them and sped away. 

When Sheriff Andy found out what the farmers had 
done, he reminded Barney that he was an officer of the 
law. His duty was to go back and order them to leave. 

Barney returned to the veggie stand and asked them 
again to leave. The thugs walked up to him and defiantly 
crossed their arms. Barney tapped on his badge and said, 
“Sure, you guys are big, but this badge represents people 
who are a lot bigger than you.” The bullies backed down, 
got in their truck and drove away. 

This is a picture of a Christian’s authority over the 
devil. You’ve been deputized by King Jesus, so quit letting 
Satan bully you through tormenting thoughts. Make him 
leave by using the name of Jesus.  

Your badge of authority comes from God, who is a 
lot bigger and much more powerful than the devil. Jesus 

gave us “power of attorney” to use His name. “I have 
given you authority . . . over all the power of the enemy, 
and nothing shall injure you” (Luke 10:19). 

“Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will 
flee from you” (James 4:7). Satan is terrified when 
believers use their authority. Quit letting him push you 
around. Make him flee.   
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GUILT  
 

January 15 
 

“The only way to forget the bad thing we did is to 
remember the good thing Jesus did on the cross.” 
 

A friend of mine was tormented by guilt for over twenty 
years. When he was a teenager, he was driving his pickup 
truck with some friends riding in the back. He sped down 
a gravel road swerving back and forth when the vehicle hit 
a bump. A girl was thrown out of the back and was killed. 

My friend was overwhelmed with guilt. On Memorial 
Day for twenty years he went the cemetery, put flowers on 
the girl’s grave and begged God to forgive him. Even after 
he accepted Jesus Christ into his life, he still carried 
tremendous guilt.  

Whenever I told him God had forgiven him, he 
replied, “I just can’t forgive myself. I know God has 
forgiven me for everything else, but I don’t think He has 
forgiven me for this.” 

One day God opened his eyes that Jesus had died for 
every sin he had committed. When he finally realized the 
Lord had completely forgiven him, his guilt left. With a 
huge smile on his face he told me, “I’m totally free from 
guilt!” Then he said something I’ll never forget. “I feel so 
free that it seems like it never happened.”7 

The blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin, which 
breaks the power of guilt. “What God has cleansed, no 
longer consider unholy” (Acts 10:15). We must not see 
ourselves as unclean but as completely cleansed by the 
blood of Christ.  

Are you so free from guilt that it seems like it never 
happened?   
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PROVISION   
 

January 16 
 

“If you believe in a God who controls the big 
things, you have to believe in a God who 

controls the little things.”–Elisabeth Elliot 
 

Jesus told Peter to throw a hook in the Sea of Galilee and 
the first fish he caught would have a coin in its mouth 
(Matt. 17:27). A similar miracle was repeated a few years 
ago. 

Jimmy Smith was a student at Houston Baptist 
University who wanted to be a missionary. Two 
missionaries had invited him to visit their work in 
Guatemala. He and his wife knew they couldn’t afford to 
go unless God intervened. 

Several weeks later, Smith went fishing with a deacon 
in his church named Gene Alexander. They talked about 
an upcoming fishing tournament with a $20,000 prize for 
catching a particular fish. The deacon knew of Smith’s 
desire to visit Guatemala and said, “I’ll give you $5,000 for 
the trip if I catch the winning fish.” Upon learning of the 
prize fish, Mrs. Smith logged it in her prayer journal and 
prayed for God to provide. 

On the day of the tournament, Gene Alexander cast 
out his line and reeled in his first catch of the day. When 
he took the fish off the hook, he was surprised to discover 
it was marked as the $20,000 prize fish! Jimmy Smith and 
his wife made the trip to Guatemala and later returned to 
the country to serve as foreign missionaries. 

Officials speculated the odds of landing the prize fish 
on his first cast were one in 6.8 billion.8 But with God 
involved, the odds change to one in one.  

Can you trust Him with your situation, even if the 
odds look against you?  
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FAITH   
 

January 17 
 

“Your thoughts of God are too human.” 
–Martin Luther 

 

When Martin Luther debated with Desiderius Erasmus in 
the 16th century, Luther told him, “Your thoughts of God 
are too human.”  

Let’s be honest. Our thoughts of God are also too 
human. It’s hard for us to grasp the impossible, so we try 
to reinterpret what He said to make it more believable. 
This god-in-a-box can only do what we believe is humanly 
possible. 

Jesus stunned everyone when He said, “It is easier for 
a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to enter the kingdom of God” (Matt. 19:24). The 
disciples asked, “Then who can be saved?” (19:25). 

In the fifteenth century someone taught the “eye of 
the needle” was actually a small gate entrance to a city. 
According to this theory, the camel had to crawl on its 
knees to get through the gate. Apparently when the 
architect was designing the gates, he forgot about all the 
camels that needed to come into the city! I call this 
scandalous misinterpreting of Scripture “Camelgate”—the 
theological attempts to explain away the miraculous. 

Luke, who was a physician (Col. 4:14), used the Greek 
word in Luke 18:25 for a surgeon’s needle proving Jesus 
literally meant a big, lumpy animal going through a tiny 
hole. Christ taught that no one is going to heaven without 
God doing a miracle to get him or her there.  

Jesus then explained how the impossible becomes 
possible, “With men this is impossible, but with God all 
things are possible” (Matt. 19:26). 

Stop trying to humanize God by reinterpreting the 
Scriptures. The unbelievable becomes believable by 
trusting Him to turn the impossible into the possible.  
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PLEASING PEOPLE  
 

January 18 
 

“Jesus never took an opinion poll to see 
how popular He was in Israel.” 

 

Some of the Jewish rulers believed in Jesus, but were afraid 
to admit it “for they loved the approval of men rather than 
the approval of God” (John 12:43). Jesus never tried to 
please people. But suppose He had said, “Peter, I’m really 
concerned about what people think of me. Go take a poll 
to see how popular I am.” 

Peter returns with the results. “I hate to say this but 
your approval ratings aren’t good. 

57% say you argue too much with the Pharisees and 
you need to learn to get along with them; 

68% believe you were too hard on the rich young 
ruler when you told him to sell everything he owned and 
to give it to the poor; 

73% said your sermons about the camel going 
through the eye of the needle and casting a mountain into 
the sea were just too hard to believe; 

88% say you need to stop talking about hell because 
it’s scaring everyone; 

91% were really disturbed when you told everyone to 
eat your flesh and drink your blood or they wouldn’t have 
eternal life. You lost a lot of support over that statement.” 

Jesus only sought approval from His Father. He said, 
“I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent 
Me” (John 5:30).  

As His followers, we live to please God and it 
shouldn’t bother you what other people think. Your 
approval rating from God will be the only poll that matters 
ten thousand years from now.  
 
 
 
 

Day 18  



FELLOWSHIP  
 

January 19 
 

“No combination of bad eggs will 
make a good omelet.” –C. S. Lewis 

 

Mark went to summer youth camp where he became a 
Christian and felt God’s call to ministry. However, a few 
months later he stopped going to church and started 
hanging out with the wrong crowd. Not long afterward, he 
was back to partying and doing drugs. 

One night he and a friend drove to the Tampa area to 
do a drug deal. When they arrived at the remote designated 
place, his friend got out of the car to get drugs from 
people in another vehicle. Mark waited in the car. 

Mark said he heard two loud bangs. His friend came 
running, then jumped in the car and yelled, “Drive!” He 
had shot and killed two people in the other car. Mark took 
off driving, which now made him an accomplice to a 
double murder. Police later caught and arrested them. 

I visited him in the Hernando County jail in Florida as 
he was awaiting his trial. He told me he had no idea his 
friend would kill two people in a drug deal gone bad. Mark 
is now serving a 38-year prison sentence. 

His trouble started when he dropped out of 
fellowship. “Do not be deceived: ‘Bad company corrupts 
good morals’” (1 Cor. 15:33). And it did. 

I don’t think there’s any doubt that if he had stayed in 
fellowship with his Christian friends, he wouldn’t be in 
prison right now. He wishes he could go back in time, but 
he can’t.  

But you can learn from his mistake. If you’ll stay in 
fellowship with godly friends, it will protect you from 
being dragged down by the wrong crowd. 
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JOY  
 

January 20 
 

“Your countenance is a press conference that your 
face calls to give the state of the union of your soul.” 

–Dudley Hall 
 

In the 1800s a couple of prospectors discovered gold and 
wanted to keep their discovery a secret so others wouldn’t 
find out. When they went back into town to buy supplies, 
neither of them said a word to anyone.  

But as they started back to the mountains, everyone 
in town was following them with picks and shovels. 
Although they hadn’t told anyone about their discovery, 
excitement was written all over their faces. 

Proverbs 15:13 says, “A joyful heart makes a cheerful 
face.” Your face and heart are connected. Your face tells a 
story about which attitude is controlling your heart.  
If you’re angry it shows on your face. I knew a man who 
was always mad at the world and never smiled. When I 
asked him why he was unhappy he said, “I am happy. I just 
don’t express it outwardly.” The Greek word for that is 

βαλόηέΫ. 
In contrast, I knew an 88-year-old minister who 

always had a big smile on his face. I never saw him not 
smile. His face looked like it was glowing because he was 
so filled with joy. His joyful countenance attracted people 
to Jesus and he led thousands of people to the Lord. 

What was the difference between these two men? 
You don’t have to be a rocket scientist to figure this out. 
People who smile have joy in their hearts. Those who 
don’t smile lack joy. 

The best advertisement for Jesus Christ is a joyful 
Christian. So what is your face promoting?  
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WORRY  
 

January 21 
 

“God doesn’t tell us about every bad 
thing that will happen in our future 

because we would start dreading it.” 
 

I hated being in second grade, so I asked my father why I 
needed to go to school. He explained, “So you can go to 
high school, then college, and then you’ll get a job to 
support your family.” 

That’s not what I needed to hear. I was just trying to 
get through second grade, and now I had to support a 
family! That was way too much information for me. 

Jesus told His disciples, “I have many more things to 
say to you, but you cannot bear them now” (John 16:12). 
He knew what they needed to know and when they 
needed to know it. 

God gave Joseph two dreams that he would one day 
be a ruler (Gen. 37:5-10). The dreams came to pass years 
later when he became a ruler in Egypt (41:39-43).  

But God didn’t tell him about the trials he would 
encounter before his promotion. He was thrown in a pit in 
the wilderness, sold into slavery, falsely accused by an 
Egyptian officer’s wife and imprisoned for over two years. 

Why didn’t God give him a dream about being tossed 
into the pit? Or sold into slavery? Or being falsely accused 
and imprisoned? 

Joseph didn’t need to know about those things 
because he would have worried about them. When the 
time came, the Lord gave him the grace to get through 
each difficulty. 

God wants you to live one day at a time. When trials 
come, He will give you the grace to get through them.  
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SERVING GOD   
 

January 22 
 

“People want good service, but they don’t 
want to be good servants.” –Jim Hylton 

 

Pastor Keith Wishum writes:  

“Hi, my name is Ralph,” our waiter said, “and I’ll be 
your server this evening.” It’s not unusual for 
servers to give their names. But then Ralph pulled 
up a chair and sat down with us. That felt weird! I 
wondered if I should offer to take his drink order. 

He chatted for a while, just getting to know us I 
suppose, but if he knew me at all, he would know 
this wasn’t helping his tip one bit. Don’t 
misunderstand. I used to be a waiter, but as a 
customer I came to be filled, not befriended. 

I wonder how God feels when we treat Him 
like a waiter. It’s easy to forget who is serving 
whom. 9  

Jesus told a parable about the relationship between 
master and servant. “Would he [the master] say to the 
servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along 
now and sit down to eat’?” 

No, that would be strange—like Ralph seating himself 
at the table he’s supposed to serve. 

“Would he not rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get 
yourself ready and wait on me’? . . . So you also, when you 
have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We 
are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty’” 
(Luke 17:7-8, 10). 

When we serve God, we should cheerfully do 
anything He wants. We should say, “Lord, you know my 
name. I’ll be your server this lifetime. What may I do for 
you?”  
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IDENTITY   
 

JANUARY 23 
 

“It’s not what others say about you that 
makes it true, but what God says about you.” 

 

When I was a boy we played a game called, “Tag you’re it.” 
Another child would touch me and then quickly run away 
saying, “You’re it!”  

No one ever explained what “it” was, but I knew it 
wasn’t good. The only way I could stop being “it” was to 
touch someone else and transfer “it” to another person. 

As you were growing up, someone probably tried to 
“tag” you with an identity. You were called stupid, ugly, 
fag, or some other derogatory name. After you were 
tagged with that name, you doubted your identity, and 
maybe even wondered if it was true.  

It wasn’t! It’s not what others say about you that 
makes it true, but what God says about you. 

When Jesus was baptized, His Father spoke from 
heaven saying, “This is my beloved Son in whom I am 
well-pleased” (Matt. 3:17). After this, Jesus went into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. Satan said to Him, 
“If you are the Son of God, command that these stones 
become bread” (Matt. 4:3). The devil tempted Him to 
doubt His identity. 

Jesus didn’t say, “Well, I thought I was the Son of God, 
but now I’m not so sure.” Satan knew if he could get Jesus 
to doubt His identity, He would also question everything 
else His Father told Him. Jesus chose to believe what His 
Father had said. 

If you’ve received Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Savior, God says you are His child. Your sins are forgiven. 
You are righteous in Him. He has good plans for you. 

That’s what God says about you. Don’t doubt it. 
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LEGALISM  
 

January 24 
 

“A legalist’s idea of freedom is wearing a 
straitjacket with the top button unbuttoned.” 

 

A man and woman were legally married, but didn’t love 
each other. The day they got married, the husband handed 
her a list of chores and demanded she do all the tasks on 
her list every day.  

The wife worked hard to complete her assigned 
duties, but it made her miserable. Ironing his clothes, 
preparing his meals, cleaning house—every task was 
burdensome. She obeyed all his rules, but she never 
enjoyed a loving relationship with her husband. 

Then one day her husband died, and she was no 
longer bound to him (Rom. 7:2). Later, she fell in love 
with another man and got married. The new husband 
never gave her a list of jobs. Instead, he showered her with 
love and did everything he could to make her happy. 

One day the wife was joyfully cleaning house when 
she discovered her first husband’s list of commands 
tucked away in a drawer. As she read the paper, it dawned 
on her that she was performing every task on the list, but 
now she was serving joyfully.  

Her love for her second husband inspired her to 
automatically do the same jobs that her first husband had 
demanded her to do. She had served her first husband due 
to legalism, but served her second husband with love and 
joy.10 

God wants us to serve Him out of love, not dreaded 
duty. Legalism makes us miserable, but love makes serving 
enjoyable. “Serve the Lord with gladness; Come before 
Him with joyful singing” (Psalm 100:2).  
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BURDENS   
 

January 25 
 

“If you are still burdened down after you pray, 
you never really prayed in the first place.”  

–Jimmy Evans 
 

Fred threw a duffel bag of dirty clothes over his shoulder 
and headed for the Laundromat. On the way he met his 
friend Bob.  

“Bob what’s wrong? You look like something is 
bothering you.” 

“Yeah, I’m dealing with a lot of problems that are 
wearing me out.” 

“Why don’t you release your burdens to the Lord 
instead of carrying them yourself?” 

“Well, I thought I gave them to the Lord, but I still 
feel bothered. How will I know if I have released them?” 

Fred let go of the laundry bag, which fell off his back 
to the ground. “How do I know I dropped the sack? I 
haven’t looked around to see if it’s off my back.” 

“You know because it’s not weighing you down 
anymore.” 

“And that’s how you’ll know if you’ve given your 
burdens to the Lord. They won’t weigh you down 
anymore.” 

You will feel lighter when a physical weight is 
removed from your body, and you can also sense when a 
spiritual burden is released from your soul. Transfer your 
problems to God by casting them to Him. “Cast your 
burden upon the Lord and He will sustain you” (Psalm 
55:22). 

Casting is like throwing a ball to someone. When you 
cast your burdens to the Lord, you let go of your problem 
and throw it into God’s hands. Now it’s no longer in your 
hands, but in His. You know it’s gone when it’s not 
weighing you down anymore.  
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BLAMING GOD   
 

January 26 
 

“When a tragedy occurs, Satan tries to get 
people to either stop believing in God, or 
stop believing in the goodness of God.” 

 

It’s amazing how quickly people blame God whenever 
something bad happens. God doesn’t cause evil to happen 
because it goes against His nature. Jesus said His Father “is 
kind to ungrateful and evil men” (Luke 6:35).  

David wrote, “For the Lord is good to all” (Psalm 
145:9). God only gives us what is good. “Every good thing 
given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of lights” (James 1:17). These passages 
make it clear God isn’t to blame for disasters, accidents, or 
actions by evil people. 

In the Old Testament, Job’s children were killed in a 
tornado and his livestock were stolen. When he received 
the news, Job fell to the ground and worshipped God. The 
Scripture says, “Through all this Job did not sin nor did he 
blame God.” (Job 1:13-20, 22).  

He didn’t understand why those things happened, but 
Satan orchestrated those calamities because he was trying 
to get Job to curse God (Job 1:11). Job’s wife should have 
told Job, “I don’t think God is to blame for this.” Instead, 
she told her husband, “Curse God and die!” (Job 2:9). 

Satan wants you to blame God in order to poison 
your faith and give you a distorted view of God. Never 
form your beliefs based on bad things that have happened 
to you. Disasters and tragedies have occurred since the 
beginning of time and will continue until Jesus returns. 
Evil is in the world, but God is always good. Psalm 62:8 
says, “Trust in Him at all times.”  

Even during bad times.  
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UNDERSTANDING 
 

January 27 
 

“You don’t need to have every question 
answered before you can trust God.” 

 

Have you ever watched a magician levitating a person? 
You know it’s a trick, but you can’t figure out how it’s 
done. You think, That’s impossible. He’s defying the law of 
gravity! How is it possible for him to do that?  

But suppose the magician were to reveal to you the 
secret to his trick. After he explained how he did it, it 
would no longer be a mystery to you. You would say, 
“Okay, now I understand.” 

In this life we will have many unanswered questions. 
That’s because God doesn’t always let us in on what He’s 
doing. Deuteronomy 29:29 says, “The secret things belong 
to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to 
us.” The “secret things” are those mysteries and 
unanswered questions that we have during this life. The 
“things revealed” are the things that God has explained in 
His Word.  

Although the Lord won’t answer your every question 
during your lifetime, He promises to answer them when 
you stand before Him. 

Paul said, “For now [in this life] we see in a mirror 
dimly, but then face to face [when we stand before Him]. 
Now I know in part, but then I will know fully just as I 
also have been fully known.” (1 Cor. 13:12). In the next 
life God will explain every “secret thing” to us and it will 
no longer be a mystery. Then we’ll say, “Okay, now I 
understand.” 

Until that day comes, place your trust in the good 
God who “knows all things” (1 John 3:20). He will tell you 
what you need to know.   
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BURNOUT 
 

January 28 
 

“If you’re burning the candle at both ends, 
you’re not as bright as you think you are.” 

–Rick Warren 
 

Take a look at what you’re doing. Are you carrying 
burdens that you shouldn’t be carrying? God doesn’t call 
you to do everything.  

A man told Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide 
the family inheritance with me” (Luke 12:13). This man 
tried to assign a job to Jesus that His Father hadn’t told 
Him to do. 

Jesus could have answered, “Okay, I’ll be glad to help. 
I’ll just add lawyer to my already long list of duties. Sure, 
I’ve got more important things to do, but I’m afraid to tell 
you no.” 

Instead He said, “Who appointed Me a judge or 
arbiter over you?” (Luke 12:14). Jesus refused to pick up a 
burden that His Father hadn’t assigned to Him. 

We’ll burn out if we don’t have the courage to say no 
to some people’s requests. We’ll keep taking on tasks that 
drain our strength and burn us out. Doing things God 
doesn’t want us to do keeps us from what He does want us 
to do. 

Don’t believe the lie that the more you do, the more it 
pleases God. When Jesus was baptized, a voice from 
heaven said, “This is My beloved Son in whom I am well-
pleased” (Matt. 3:17). At that time Jesus hadn’t preached a 
sermon or performed a miracle. All He had done was 
sweep sawdust in a carpenter’s shop. 

Jesus came to do His Father’s will. God will give you 
the strength to accomplish what He wants, and you won’t 
burn out doing it.   
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