Parish Office (863) 453-4757 Fax (863) 453-2620

3rd Sunday of Easter

May 5, 2019

Parish Office Hours
Monday through Friday
9 AM to 2:30 PM

Pastor
Assisting Clergy
Fr. Leo Frechette
Fr. Gerald Grogan
Retired

Deacon
Dan Hoppe

Schedule of Masses
Saturday
Confession
3:30 PM English
6:30 PM Spanish
Vigil Mass
4 PM English
7 PM Spanish
Sunday
8 AM and 10:30 AM
Holy Days
Vigil Mass 5:30 PM
8 & 10:30 AM
Daily Mass
Monday-Friday 8 AM
First Friday
Mass and Holy Hour
8 AM
Visit us on the web!
www.ologap.org

The beginning of an intimate Life-long
relationship with Jesus.
First Holy Communion
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Our Lady of Grace

The Significance or meaning of the Reception of the Eucharist
It is interesting when you compare the Gospels teaching on the Eucharist. For example, Matthew,
Mark and Luke give us the Institution of the Eucharist. We see Jesus at the Last Supper change
bread and wine into his own body and blood with the words, “Take and eat, this is my body,” and
“Take and drink, this is my blood.” Then, the mandate: “Do this in memory of me.” We come to
Church to receive the Eucharist, in response to that mandate. Matthew, Mark and Luke were the first
three Gospels written down, between 60 and 80 A.D. John’s Gospel was the last Gospel written
down – 60 years after Jesus ascended into heaven – in the year 90 A.D. John was not interested in
repeating the teaching contained in Matthew, Mark and Luke, namely, the Institution of the
Eucharist. He was interested in explaining the significance or meaning of the Eucharist.
So, John gives us something you do not find in the other three Gospels; he gives us the final
discourse or farewell sermon of Jesus at the Last Supper - chapter 13 to 17. Central to the Sermon
was the washing of the feet of Jesus’ disciples, concluding with the mandate “As I have done for
you, so must do for one another. The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give
his life as a ransom for many.”
Central to the significance of the reception of the Eucharist is service to one another, especially to
those who are most in need. This is why at the conclusion of the Mass, the priest sends out those who
receive the Eucharist with their mission with the words, “The Mass is ended. Let us go forth in love
and peace to serve the Lord and to serve one another.”
Jesus begins his Final Discourse by stating that it is God who chooses us. Simply put, “It was not
you who chose me; it was I who chose you.” Tevye, in “Fiddler on the roof” gives expression to
this important insight when you see him, in one of those many exchanges with God, state, “I know, I
know, we are your Chosen people. But, once in a while, why can’t you choose someone else?”
It is God who chooses us. “It was not you who chose me; it was I who chose you.”
Today, with many of the New Age seekers, they are at the center of the search – graphically
illustrated by Frank Sinatra in his huge hit, “I did it my way.” It is my quest. I am at the center of
the quest, the search. It has been referred to as the Ego quest drama. With the Ego drama search, I
am at the center; I am pursuing some form of self-realization. By contrast, in the Theo Drama, it is
God who searches us out, illustrated in that wonderful poem by Francis Thompson, “The Hound of
Heaven.” We are the prey being sought out by God. God is the one who initiates the search in the
Theo-drama; he is the one who directs that search drama.
That’s what it means to be “Chosen.” The question to “Be Chosen” prompts is “Chosen for what?”
Chosen for a Mission. What is the Mission? I have “Chosen you to go forth and to bear fruit that
will last” What is that mission?
Jesus illustrates this at the Last Supper in John’s Gospel by washing the feet of his disciples, with the
mandate, “As I have done for you, so must you do for one another. The Son of Man did not come to
be served but to serve….” And later, commanding us to “Love one another as I have loved you,”
which is An-Other-Centered love, and Not a Self-Centered-Love. Our “Service” is a “LoveCentered-Service.” Imagine the difference this would make to our marriages, to our families, to our
personal lives. When we receive Jesus in the Eucharist, we become that which we receive, as St.
Augustine reminds us, “The Real Presence” of Jesus love and loving service. That is the significance
or meaning of the Eucharist in my life – you become that which you receive.

3rd Sunday of Easter
1st communion class children 2019

Teacher Jackie Jackson leading First
Communion Class over to Church
Victor Martin-Cruz
Paola Lucatero
Darey Trejo Mejia
Victor M Juarez Jr
Marlene Delgado Guerrero
Yareli Hernandez
Noelia Barajas
Jessica Hernandez
Heidi Escobedo
Carolina Palacios-Gomez
Juliana Martin-Cruz
Joshua Diaz
Erika Calixtro Hernandez
Benito Martinez Jr
Jose Orozco-Martinez
Emirete Guzman-Gomez
Jose Serrano Tellez
Fatima Gomez Badillo
Raquel Valencia-Calixtro
Driana Flores
Ausencia Guzman-Gomez
Yoseline Ramirez-Marcelo
Brandon Escobedo
Mia Ochoa
Omar Valencia-Calixtro
Jose Montoya
Bryan Duran-Mendoza
Yaquelin Lopez-Can
Johnathan Ayala
Jose Flores
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Viviana Alonso-Martinez
Selena Badillo Kerklin
Isaac Sanchez-Cabrera
Emily Gomez
Dayanara Espinoza
Isaias Ayala
Adriana Ramirez-Marcelo
Federico Ramirez-Marcelo
Garrett Von Merveldt
Anthony Ochoa
Gionna Dubon
Will Hines
Amelia Heston
Aaron Simpso
Mason Bennett
Anthony Calixtro-Hernandez
Emanuel Garcia-Moralez
Samantha Cruz
Hasain Guzman-Gomez
Adamaris Duran-Mendoza
Daniel Ramos
Zahira Sanchez
Abigail Garcia
Madyson Ferreira

Thank you 1st Communion team, Doreen Pearlman,
Angie Heiring, Dina Torres, Jade & Jackie Jackson.
Let us keep these 55 children who will receive First
communion for the 1st time May 5th in our prayers.
These young children are taking the first step in a life
journey of 1,000 miles with the best friend, Jesus,
who will accompany them on that journey through
life if they stay close to him in the Eucharist.

Page 4

Our Lady of Grace
It is important that graduates call the parish
office to let us know how many will be in
their party so that we can prepare for the
brunch afterwards. Call 453-4757.
Dennis Kellner, chairman of OLG Parish
Golf-Scholarship Tournament, will present
the scholarship awards at the Graduates
Mass.
OLG High School Scholarship Award Winners

Church Service Center collection this weekend
We thank you for bringing nonperishable food to Church this
weekend for the Church Service Center
(CSC).
The Church Service Center (CSC) is an
interchurch collaborative effort which
cares for 500 families every month,
representing approximately 1,200 poor
people in Avon Park.
We will also take a second collection
after communion to assist those who
come to the Church Service Center
seeking assistance with rent and
mortgage payments and with water and
electric bills. Thank you.

The following OLG High School
graduating seniors were awarded $1,000
Scholarships:
Paolo Pineda, Sebring H.S.
Javier Gomez Badillo, Avon Park H.S.
Nicholas Scott, APHS & SFSC (AA)
Jorge L. Martinez, Lake Placid H.S.
Diana Guzman – Gamez, Avon Park H.S.
Chloe Noelle Vicino, Avon Park H.S.
Lilianna Fuentes, Avon Park H.S.
Edgar Eugenio Badillo, Avon Park H.S.
Mayra Yvette Eugenio Badillo, APHS.
OLG Scholarship Award members included:
Judy Pounds (Chairperson) Dennis
Kellner, Tina Starling, Jim and Marilyn
Conroy.

OLG H.S. Graduates Mass, May 19, 10:30 a.m.
We invite OLG area High School
Graduates, their families and friends, to
a special Graduates Mass at Our Lady
of Grace on Sunday, May 19, at 10:30
a.m., and to brunch immediately
afterwards in the Grogan Center.

St. Catherine Catholic Grade School in Sebring,
which serves Catholic children in Highlands County, invites you to bring your Box
Tops to Church on the 1st Sunday of the
month. The School gets 10 cents per box
top.

3rd Sunday of Easter
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A good “Mixed turn-out” – men, women, children – Hispanic Day of Recollection, Saturday, April 6th

Officers elected for the 2019 – 2020 Our Lady of Grace Parish Ladies Guild
President, Debbie Augusta: Vice-President, Annette Melendez; Secretary, Betty Anne Lee; Treasurer,
Penny Carrigan.

A good turn-out for the end of the year meeting for the Ladies Guild.
The Ladies Guild donated $2,000 to Samaritan Touch; $4,000 to new Church carpet; two $1,000
scholarships to graduating seniors from Avon Park, Sebring and Frostproof High Schools.
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MASS INTENTIONS

FOR THE SICK OF THE PARISH

SATURDAY
4:00 pm

Claudette Laverriere

John Minadeo

Rosa Arosemena
Zulmira DaSilva

Gregory Syfert

Bruno Litwinski

Liza Roy

Debra Kemmett

Julie Johnston

Andres Clavijo

7:00 pm
SUNDAY
8:00 am

10:30 am
MONDAY
8:00 am
McDonald.
TUESDAY
8:00 am
WED
8:00 am
THURSDAY
8:00 am
FRIDAY
8:00 am
SATURDAY
4:00 pm
7:00 pm
SUNDAY
8:00 am
10:30 am
.

MAY 4
+ Daniel Yanoulakis by Ed & Mary Ann
Kaniewski.
+ Benditas Animas del Pulgatorio by
Maria Rivera.
MAY 5
+ Richard Worthington, Sr. by Dad &
Mom
+ Oscar River by Gary & Christine
Schiaffo.
+ Nancy Guadagno by Roger &
Connie Hoyer.
MAY 6
+ Patricia Gandy by M/M D.S.
MAY 7
Jennifer McDonald by M/M D. S.
McDonald
MAY 8
For our Parish Family.
MAY 9
+ Gay Smith by Ron Smith.
MAY 10
+ Edward & John Castine by Maureen
Castine.
MAY 11
+ Glen Hartsfield by Ann Hartsfield.
Benditas Animas del Pulgatorio by
Maria Rivera
MAY 12
+ Elizabeth Kross by Karen & Howard
Hecker.
Roland Seguin by his sister Margot
Burt.
Francis Schmitts by Family

Jade Jackson
J.R. Lejeune

Gerald Martin
Liliana Morales Jaxson Thrift
And for those who care for the sick, for the deceased
member’s and benefactors of the parish, and for our
loved ones.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING
There will be safe environment Training Sessions at
Our Lady of Grace, Avon Park in English and Spanish
on Thursday, June 6 from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm and
Saturday June 8th from 9:30 to 11:30 am. Training
sessions will be held in the Religious Education
Building. All people working with children or vulnerable
adults must attend a safe environment session.
You must preregister for these sessions. You can
register online or by calling Betty 453-4757.
MONTH 2 Spiritual Adoption Developing
Baby
Your spiritually adopted baby is making
progress developing all of her external features and
internal organs. Her brain is functioning at 40
days. Her mother can hear her heart beat now on an
ultrasonic stethoscope. Baby-teeth buds are
present at 6-1/2 weeks. The central nervous system is
functioning, and 40 muscle sets begin their first
exercises. From this moment, your spiritually adopted
baby grows and refines her body. But everything she
needs to survive after birth is already present
by the end of the 8th week. She is now called a
"fetus," a Latin word meaning "little one." Ultrasound
reveals that this little one can now spring, flip and jump
-- her first dance steps!

Staff
& Ministries
Administrative Assistant
Betty Heiring
betty.heiring@ologap.org

Religious Education
Judy Nugent
Angie Heiring
angie.heiring@ologap.org
(863) 453-7537
Music
Gene Ryan
mee@generyan.com
Associate Youth
Director
Angie Heiring
(863) 453-7537
Prayer Group
Kevin Murphy
Women’s Guild
Debbie Augusta President
(863) 385-8872
Respect Life
Dick & Marie Carlson
(863) 471-2134
Parish Council
President
Judy Pounds
Vice President
Piedad Sarmiento-Noriega
Secretary
Judy Nugent
Members
Debbie Augusta
Maureen Cool
Darlyne Devany
Jim McGann
Karen Hecker
Tina Starling
Teresa Torres

The Servant-Girl at Emmaus
(A young Arab servant girl is listening to the conversation between Jesus and his
two disciples. She forms her own impressions in the poem by Denise Levertov,
which raises the question, “Is the world listening to what Jesus is saying today?”)

She liste ns, liste ns, holding
Her breath. Surely that voice
Is his – the one
Who had looked at her, once, across the crowd,
As no one ever had looked?
Ha d se e n he r ? Ha d spoke n a s if to he r ?
Surely those hands were his,
Taking the platter of bread from hers just now?
H a n d s h e ’ d l a i d o n t h e d y i n g a n d ma d e t h e m w e l l ?
Surely that face --?
T h e ma n t h e y ’ d c r u c i f i e d f o r s e d i t i o n a n d b l a s p h e my .
T h e ma n w h o s e b o d y d i s a p p e a r e d f r o m i t s t o m b .
T h e ma n i t w a s r u m o r e d n o w s o me w o me n h a d s e e n
T h i s mo r n i n g , a l i v e ?
T h o s e w h o h a d b r o u g h t t h i s s t r a n g e r h o me t o t h e i r t a b l e
Don’t recognize yet with whom they sit.
But she, in the kitchen, absently touching
The wine jug she’s to take in,
A y o u n g B l a c k s e r v a n t i ntently listening,
Swings round and sees
The light around him
And is sure.

