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Today’s Gospel concludes “with the arrival of Mary the mother of Jesus and the 
brothers.”  The Catholic Church teaches Mary’s Perpetual Virginity. Protestant 
churches do not accept the perpetual virginity of Mary.  They agree with the Catholic 
Church that Mary was a virgin when she became pregnant with and gave birth to the 
child Jesus.  Why?  Because Luke and Matthew’s Gospel both tell us that she was a 
virgin. 

One of the texts from Scripture that Protestants use to affirm their interpretation that 
Mary did not remain a virgin after she gave birth to Jesus was the text in today’s 
Gospel reading, Mark 3:31 – 35. The crowd seated around Jesus as he was teaching 
informed him, “Your mother and your brothers [and your sisters] are outside asking 
for you.” Mark continues, “But he [Jesus] said to them in reply, “Who are my mother 
and [my] brothers?” And looking around at those seated in the circle he said, “Here 
are my mother and my brothers. [For] whoever does the will of God is my brother 
and sister and mother.” 

Jesus describes who his mother and brothers and sisters are; “Whoever does the will 
of God is my brother and sister and mother.” It is fairly common in some 
fundamental Protestant churches to call fellow members “Brother” and “Sister” in 
accordance with Jesus’ response to the crowd in today’s Gospel. Jesus is speaking 
here about brothers and sisters in the faith, not biological brothers and sisters – 
disciples who know the will of God and do it. 

Jesus himself interprets for us in the Gospel who “His mother, brothers and sisters” 
are, namely, those who know the will of my Father and put it into practice.  
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Friday, June 8, the Feast of the Most  
Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

The or iginal  oi l  paint ing of  the  Sacred 
Heart  of  Jesus  painted in  1993 by 
Joseph Fanel l i  i s  fas t  becoming,  
especial ly  among young people ,  their  
favori te  paint ing of  the Sacred Heart  of  
Jesus .   I t  was a  pa int ing that  the ar t is t  
Joseph Fanel l i  d id  for  his  ageing 
parents  who had a  great  devot ion to  the 
Sacred Heart  of  Jesus  a l l  of  their  l ives .  

At  f i rs t  glance this  young Chris t  may 
seem to be handing you his  hear t  but ,  
not  so.  He draws you with his  
penetrat ing eyes  and he reaches  out  his  
hand. . .  Perhaps to  show you the wound 
there?  Perhaps to  take your  hand in  his ,  
wound and al l?  Perhaps to  show he 
carr ies  no weapon other  than his  l i fe  
emptied out  for  you,  that  you might  
have l i fe  and have i t  to  the  ful l?  His 
gaze and hand invi te  and beckon you 

closer  to  his  hear t ,  af lame but ,  l ike  Horeb 's  bush,  never  consumed.  Take off  your  
sandals ,  then,  and draw near :  his  hear t  his  holy ground and his  hear t  is  home for  
you.  

Scripture 
“Have among you the same attitude that is also yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was 
in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something to be grasped. Rather, he 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found human in 
appearance, he humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross. 
Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name…”- Philippians 2:5-9 

What is the origin of the Devotion to the sacred heart of Jesus? 

From the  ear l ies t  days  of  the  Church ,  "Chr i s t ' s  open  s ide  and  the  mys tery  of  
b lood  and  water  were  medi ta ted  upon,  and  the  Church  was  seen  to  i ssue  f rom the  
s ide  of  Jesus ,  as  Eve  came for th  f rom the  s ide  of  Adam.  I t  i s  in  the  e leventh  and  
twel f th  cen tur ies  tha t  we  f ind  the  f i r s t  unmis takable  ind ica t ions  of  devot ion  to  
the  Sacred  Hear t .  Through the  wound in  the  s ide ,  the  wounded Hear t  was  
gradua l ly  reached ,  and  the  wound in  the  Hear t  symbol ized  the  wound of  
love ."  (Cathol ic  Encyclopedia)   
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St. John Chrysostom (b. ca. 347) in his 85th Homily on the Gospel of St. John wrote:  

For "there came forth water and blood." Not without a purpose, or by chance, did those founts come 
forth, but because by means of these two together the Church consists. And the initiated know it, 
being by water indeed regenerated, and nourished by the Blood and the Flesh. Hence the Mysteries 
take their beginning; that when you approach to that awesome cup, you may so approach, as drinking 
from the very side of Jesus.  

The waters of Baptism, and the Blood of the Eucharist, pouring forth from Christ's side, brought the 
Church into existence just as Eve was formed from Adam's side. And just as God took man and 
"breathed into his face the breath of life, and man became a living soul," so at the Pentecost did the 
Holy Ghost come down over the Church and bring Her to life. 

General devotion to the Sacred Heart, the birthplace of the Church and the font of Love, were popular 
in Benedictine and Cistercian monasteries, especially in response to the devotion of St. Gertrude the 
Great (b. 1256), but specific devotions became even more popularized when St. Margaret Mary 
Alacoque (1647-1690), a Visitation nun, had a personal revelation involving a series of visions of 
Christ as she prayed before the Blessed Sacrament. She wrote, "He disclosed to me the marvels of his 
Love and the inexplicable secrets of his Sacred Heart." Christ emphasized to her His love -- and His 
woundedness caused by Man's indifference to this love. 

He promised that, in response to those who consecrate themselves 
and make reparations to His Sacred Heart: 

• He will give them all the graces necessary in their state of life.  

• He will establish peace in their homes.  

• He will comfort them in all their afflictions.  

• He will be their secure refuge during life, and above all, in death.  

• He will bestow abundant blessings upon all their undertakings.  

• Sinners will find in His Heart the source and infinite ocean of mercy.  

• Lukewarm souls shall become fervent.  

• Fervent souls shall quickly mount to high perfection.  

• He will bless every place in which an image of His Heart is exposed and honored.  

• He will give to priests the gift of touching the most hardened hearts.  

• Those who shall promote this devotion shall have their names written in His Heart.  

• In the excessive mercy of His Heart that His all-powerful love will grant to all those 

who receive Holy Communion on the First Fridays in nine consecutive months the 

grace of final perseverance; they shall not die in His disgrace, nor without receiving 

their sacraments. His divine Heart shall be their safe refuge in this last moment.  
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MASS INTENTIONS 
SATURDAY JUNE 9 
4:00 pm  + Paul Breen by Daughter. 
7:00 pm + Julio Arroyo by Angelia y Maria 

Arroyo. 
SUNDAY JUNE 10 
8:00 am + Denise McKeon by Diann Voelker  
10:30 am + Orlando Nardone by Jeanette 

Nardone 
+ Dr. Bill Manint by Sevigny Eye Care 
Associates. 

MONDAY JUNE 11 
8:00 am  Mary Powell Alan Powell. 
TUESDAY JUNE12 
8:00 am  + Brian Buckmaster by Mom & Dad. 
WEDNESDAY JUNE 13 
8:00 am + Robert Snyder by Dick,Nancy & Ken. 
THURSDAY JUNE 14 
8:00 am + J.Dale Pounds by Judy Pounds & 

Family. 
FRIDAY JUNE 15 
8:00 am + James McGann,Sr by Arline 

McGann. 
SATURDAY JUNE 16 
4:00 pm + Joseph Lopykinski by M/M Raymond 

Munday 
7:00 pm + Anastacio Pagan by Teresa Torres. 
SUNDAY JUNE 17 
8:00 am + Teri Heiring by Jerry Heiring. 
10:30 am Mary Powell by Alan Powell. 
 August Camantro by Arline McGann 
 

For emergency prayer chain requests, you can 
email kmurphy@timacusa.com or text Kevin at 
863-443-1852 

FOR THE SICK OF THE PARISH 
Claudette Laverriere Gregory Syfert Patty Meegan 
Glenna Thompson Andres Clavijo J.R. Lejeune 
Bruno Litwinski Patricia Martin Lise Sevigny 
John Minadeo Jade Jackson Gerald Ott 
Gerald Martin 
And for those who care for the sick, 
for the deceased member’s and 
benefactors of the parish, and for our 
loved ones. 
 

PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA & 
LOURDES 
A pilgrimage is scheduled for 
10 days, October 14-23, 
2018. Trip arranged by 
Collette Travel. Bus 

Transportation included to and from Avon Park to 
Orlando. Cost -Double 2,999. Single 3,349, Triple 
2,969 includes 10 days – 16 Meals: 8 breakfasts, 
1 lunch, 7 dinners.  Time is running out to reserve 
a space on this trip. For More Information call Bob 
or Joan Mack at 863-453-2638 
 
SPANISH PRAYER MEETING  
The Adult Spanish Prayer 
meeting is held in the Youth 
Center on Friday at 7:00 pm.  
 

REUNIÓN DEL GRUPO DE 
ORACIÓN HISPANO.  
El grupo de oración para 
adultos en español se reúne 
los viernes a las 7:00pm en el 
Centro juvenil. 



Staff 
& Ministries 

 
Administrative Assistant 

Betty Heiring 
betty.heiring@ologap.org 

 
Religious Education 

Judy Nugent 
Angie Heiring 

angie.heiring@ologap.org 
(863) 453-7537 

 
Music 

Gene Ryan 
mee@generyan.com 

 
Associate Youth  

Director 
Angie Heiring 

(863) 453-7537 
 

Prayer Group 
Kevin Murphy 

 
Women’s Guild 
Debbie Augusta -  

President 
(863) 385-8872 

 
Respect Life 

Dick & Marie Carlson 
(863) 471-2134 

 
Parish Council 

 
President 

Judy Pounds 
 

Vice President 
Piedad Sarmiento-

Noriega 
 

Secretary 
Judy Nugent 

 
Members 

Debbie Augusta 
Maureen Cool 

Darlyne Devany 
John Paul Heston 

Jim McGann 
Karen Hecker 
Tina Starling 

Teresa Torres 
John Wolbert 

The Nave of  the Church 
The Word for  the  main body or  centra l  a is le  of  the  Church is  
“Nave,”  as  in  the  expression “the Nave of  the  Church.”   The 
above photo is  an example or  i l lustrat ion of  the “Nave of  the  
Church.”   The word “Nave” comes from the Lat in word 
“Navis”  which is  the  Lat in word for  “Ship.”  Noah’s  “Ark” 
was an image of  the Church in  the Old Testament .  A “ship” or  
“Boat”  was an image of  the Church in  the New Testament .   
Jesus  in  the “boat”  crossing the Sea of  Gal i lee  with his  
disciples  was an image of  the Church.   This  is  where we get  
the  term “Nave” from.     


