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“Do not neglect to do good and
to share what you have; God is
pleased by sacrifices of that
kind.”
(Heb 13:16)
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Message from

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have; God is pleased by sacrifices
of that kind.” In his letter to the Hebrews, St. Paul is addressing our responsibility to care
for the poor and needy as well as to please God.
Here in Southwest Florida, good works are made possible through the generous
support of the Catholic Faith Appeal (CFA). The CFA is an opportunity to meaningfully
support Catholic education, faith formation, as well as ministries and programs serving
the poor and marginalized. The following pages highlight some examples by which the
Diocese strives to meet the spiritual, material and educational needs of the parishioners,
their children, and of others throughout our community.
Please consider sharing your blessings by giving generously to the 2019 Catholic
Faith Appeal. Your support of the CFA ensures that good works continue to make a
difference in the lives of many in the ten counties served by the Diocese of Venice. As
St. Paul teaches us, “God is pleased by sacrifices of that kind.”
It is my prayer that you and your loved ones will experience the joy and peace
that only our Lord and Savior can give. Thank you for your support of the Catholic Faith
Appeal.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

+ Frank J. Dewane
Bishop of the Diocese of
Venice in Florida
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About the

Catholic Faith Appeal
The good works, initiatives and outreach accomplished by the Catholic Diocese of Venice throughout
ten counties of Southwest Florida are the result of much prayer, collaboration and generosity. The
Diocesan Offices, outreach and programs, along with our Parishes, play a vital role in the mission of
the Church. And why do we help people? Not because they are Catholic but because we are!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Building Department
Catholic Charities
Catholic Schools Department
Department of Communications
Child and Youth Protection
College Campus Outreach
Continuing Education
Diocesan Marriage Tribunal
Family Life Outreach
Haitian Apostolate
Hispanic Apostolate
Marriage Preparation
Mass on TV for the Homebound
Office of Evangelization
Office of Religious Education
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Office of Religious Life
Office of Stewardship and Development
Office of Vocations
Office of Youth and Young Adult Outreach
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat
and Spirituality Center
Peace and Social Justice Office
Permanent Diaconate Program
Poor Parishes and Missions
Prison Outreach
Respect Life Department
Safe Environment Program
Seminarian Education
Support for Convents
Worship Office

1/2/19 1:45 PM

Proclaiming
Faith in
the
Action
Gospel
The Parishes are where the Gospel is proclaimed and
celebrated, where believers are formed and sent to renew
the earth. Encountering Christ in the Word and in the
Eucharist, we are nourished and thus strengthened in our
relationship with
Jesus Christ.
Many of our Parishes are located
in economically
challenged areas.
Through the CFA, support is provided to missions, Parishes, and
convents which serve those living in needy areas of the Diocese.
Every Catholic, because of Baptism, is called to proclaim the
Good News. The Office of Evangelization strives to share the faith by spreading the Gospel message to
all, no matter where anyone finds him/herself on that spiritual journey.
Last year more than 1,500 parishioners attended conferences hosted by the Diocesan Office of Evangelization. The Men’s and Women’s Conferences, as well as those
focusing on Apologetics, Scripture, and Spirituality are but a
few examples.
For the homebound, elderly, hospitalized, incarcerated, and
those
unable to
attend Mass
at a local
Parish, the
Diocese of Venice Department of Communications televises a Catholic Mass each Sunday. These
masses are hosted at various Parishes throughout the
Diocese.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat and Spirituality Center is available to the faithful, giving the opportunity for more time in prayer and contemplation, rekindling
and deepening one’s relationship with God. Last year more
than 8,200 people benefited from their visit to the retreat
center.
The Worship Office assists the Bishop in his role as the
chief liturgist in the Diocese by assisting Parishes, Catholic
organizations and the faithful with resources and materials
for their liturgical, sacramental and prayer life.
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“Go into the
whole world
and proclaim
the gospel
to every
creature.”
(Mark 16:15)
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To enable the promotion of Catholic morals and principles,
your gift to the Catholic Faith Appeal
supports education and formation programs.
The Office of Youth and Young Adult Outreach strives to motivate young people to grow closer to Jesus Christ
and His Church by providing guidance to Parish-based youth programs
and organizing Diocesan-wide events and pilgrimages. This outreach offers
annual training opportunities for adults working with teens as well as initiatives for evangelizing our youth.
The annual Diocesan Youth Rally draws nearly 2,000 teens each year. The
event celebrates one’s
relationship with
Jesus Christ
and promotes Catholic morals
through
talks, music,
and testimonies. The day
also includes a Eucharistic procession and closes with Mass.
The Office of Religious Education oversees the faith
formation of 13,500 children and administers adult faith
formation programs, such
as the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults, in
Parish-based religious
education programs.
This Office provides
on-going formation and
support to catechetical
leaders. Efforts include
diocesan-wide catechetical
retreats, conferences, workshops, and continuing education for those who teach the faith in Parishes and Catholic
Schools. Utilizing social media and video catechesis, the Gospel is also brought to those
on the peripheries and helps parents understand their role as the first and the best
catechists to their children.
The Catholic Schools Department serves 4,588
students at 15 Catholic schools, including ten
Parish elementary schools, three high schools, one
special needs school and one school with pre-kindergarten through twelfth grades.
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Sharing and living
the Faith
Through this Department, all schools within the Diocese have implemented
STREAM (Science, Technology, Religion, Engineering, Arts and
Mathematics) Programs to prepare students for the future. Our schools are
truly centers where Catholic identity permeates a superb education. This
results in superior SAT, ACT, and national test scores, “advanced” ranking on
a national test of knowledge of the faith, and exceptional college acceptance
rates and scholarships.
Vocation is central to the Christian belief that God has created each person
with gifts and talents oriented toward specific purposes and a way of life. The Office of Vocations promotes a calling to the priesthood and religious life and provides guidance in an individual’s discernment
process.
The Diocese currently has 17 men in seminary formation. With costs over $70,000 per year for each student,
your generosity helps support future priests.
In response to the Church’s ministerial needs, the Permanent Diaconate Program is designed to assist in
the academic and spiritual formation of candidates for
the Diaconate.
The Office of Stewardship and Development aims
to assist Parishes with the principles of living stewardship as a way of life found in scripture.
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Serving Others

v

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Venice provides more
than 30 different programs and services in locations within the
Diocese of Venice. Annually serving over 40,000 people, Catholic Charities has been accredited by the Council on Accreditation and recognized as
an outstanding human
service provider.
Food pantries and clothing banks provide vulnerable families,
individuals and seniors with the necessities to get them through
another week.
At the Casa Maria Soup
Kitchen, dedicated volunteers serve an average of 35,000
hot meals each year to the impoverished and hungry.
Our Mother’s House offers housing for mothers with children who
are homeless. The program provides on-site child care and ensures that
the mothers receive the training and services they need to lead stable
and independent lives. For children, an on-site Early Head Start program
is available.
The Catholic Charities Disaster Response and Recovery Program meets the needs of the greater community before, during and after a disaster. Last year, just four days after Hurricane Michael struck the Panhandle, Catholic Charities of
the Diocese of Venice arrived with meals for 5,000 families. Donated items such as water, food and other necessities were delivered
to Parishes located in small rural communities which had suffered
massive amounts of damage.
The Respect Life Department serves as a voice for the most vulnerable in our society:
the unborn, the elderly, the sick and the disabled. The mission is
to provide hope and inspiration in the promotion of respect for
all human life, from conception to natural death. The outreach
is dedicated to the cause of life through four approaches: prayer,
education, public policy and pastoral care. The right to life is a
fundamental right that is non-negotiable for humans.
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Programs and services are available to assist
those whose needs are the greatest – the poor, the
vulnerable, and those on the margins of our society because of your gift to the Catholic Faith Appeal.

The Diocese of Venice is blessed
with a large number of Religious
Sisters. They play crucial roles in our schools, Parishes
and ministries. Because of their vow of poverty and
selfless commitment to serve, these sisters mostly assist
those living in impoverished communities within our
Diocese.
The mission of the Diocesan Marriage Tribunal is to
assist parishioners regarding Church law, specifically
on matters relating to the marriage annulment process.
Prison Outreach
seeks to bring the
Gospel to those
who are incarcerated, their families,
victims as well as
individuals who
work with them.
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Administrative Offices
The Diocese of Venice, in order to fulfill its mission of proclaiming the Gospel, sharing the faith, and serving others,
requires facilities, employees, and volunteers throughout
our ten counties.
The staff, working in the departments located at the Catholic Center, serve the Catholic faithful in Southwest Florida
by providing administrative services and guidance. These
professionals help ensure that all resources are utilized efficiently, effectively and responsibly.

The following are a few examples of
services provided to our Parishes, schools
and other Diocesan entities:
The Office of Information Technology provides advice
and guidance by overseeing, reviewing and recommending
the optimal technological configurations for projects.
The Internal Financial Services Department provides financial advice and consulting. This includes Diocesan Financial Policies and Procedures; financial reporting; budgeting;
overseeing bookkeepers’ certification; conducting training
sessions for Parish and School Accountants and Business
Managers; performing follow up reviews to assess progress;
as well as conducting operational reviews when there is a
change in Parish/School administration.
The Human Resources Department provides a full
scope of services for all Diocesan entities such as employee
relations consultation, benefits design and administration, payroll services,
mediation processes, recruiting strategies, and regulatory compliance issues.
Background screening for priests, religious, employees and volunteers is also
handled through the HR Department.
The Finance Department oversees support programs for Parishes, missions and schools including employee benefits, self-insurance and the Diocese
of Venice Savings & Loan Trust Fund. The Department is also responsible for
the financial administration of the Catholic Center’s annual budget, which
includes providing regular financial reporting to the Bishop and Diocesan
Finance Council.
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• Office of the Bishop
• Office of Vicar General
• Office of the Chancellor
• Finance Department
• Human Resources Department
• Internal Financial Services Department
• Legal Department

For additional information or questions,
please contact the Office of Stewardship
and Development at 941-486-4756 or
cfainfo@dioceseofvenice.org

• Office of Information Technology
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Proclaiming
Faith in
the
Action
Gospel
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“So also faith of itself, if it does not have works, is dead.” (James 2:17)
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Giving Opportunities
PLEASE CONSIDER A PLEDGE TO THE CATHOLIC FAITH APPEAL
Pledging your gift may allow you to make a more generous and affordable contribution to the
CFA. The pledge can be spread out over several months. You may pledge with an initial payment while the remaining balance can be donated at any time during the next nine months.
PLEDGE PAYMENTS ARE EASY! PLEASE CONSIDER THESE OPTIONS...
1. Fill out a pledge card and request payment reminders on the pledge card. The Diocese will
send you monthly reminders and you can contribute as much as you wish each month.
2. Indicate on your pledge card that you would like to pay by direct debit or credit card and
follow the directions on the pledge card.
3. Go online to www.dioceseofvenice.org, click on “Catholic Faith Appeal Donate Now.” You
can choose the amount and how many months you would like to give.
[Need help? Please call (941) 486-4719]
OTHER WAYS TO GIVE:
• Securities-based gifts such as stocks and mutual funds.
• An IRA transfer.
• Property.

GIFT OPPORTUNITIES USING THE 10-PAYMENT PLAN
Gift
Amount

Initial
Payment

9 Monthly
Payments

$50,000
$25,000
$15,000
$10,000
$ 5,000
$ 2,500
$ 1,000
$ 500

$5,000
$2,500
$1,500
$1,000
$ 500
$ 250
$ 100
$ 50

$5,000
$2,500
$1,500
$1,000
$ 500
$ 250
$ 100
$ 50

Bishop’s Cornerstone Society Gift Levels
Trustee
Pillar
Benefactor
Patron
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$25,000 and above
$10,000 to $24,999
$ 5,000 to $ 9,999
$ 2,500 to $ 4,999

Leadership Society Gift Levels
Steward
Angel
Friend

$1,500 to $2,499
$1,000 to $1,499
$ 500 to $ 999
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Catholic Faith Appeal
at Work
18%
41%
21%
12%

8%

Ministry, Outreach, and Service 41%
Evangelization • Youth & Young Adult Outreach • Caritas • Respect Life Department • Peace and
Social Justice Office • Worship Office • Parish Services • Hispanic Apostolate • Prison Outreach
• Catholic Center Administrative Services • Marriage Tribunal • Inter-Religious Affairs and
Ecumenism • Bishop’s Office and Episcopal Duties • Marriage Preparation • Family Life Outreach •
Haitian Apostolate • Campus Ministry • Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat Center
Catholic Education 21%
Catholic Schools Department • Office of Religious Education • Catholic School Subsidy
Catholic Charities 18%
Vocations and Clergy Support 8%
Seminary Education and Formation • Permanent Diaconate • Diaconate Formation • Continuing
Education for Clergy • Office of Religious Life
Support of Poor Parishes, Missions & Convents 12%
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For Good, For God,
Forever
Preserving Our Faith, Creating a Legacy

Create Your Catholic Legacy Today!
You can provide long-term sustainability for your Parish, Catholic
Education, Seminarians, Diocesan Ministries, programs for the needy,
college scholarships and much more.

Faith-Based Philanthropy
The Foundation is a full-service philanthropic community
foundation, but differs from others in some significant ways:
•
•

Focuses on supporting the mission of Christ and the
Good Works of the Catholic Church;

The Foundation offers a wide range of gifting options including:
• Endowment/Scholarship Funds
• Charitable Gift Annuities
• Donor Advised Funds

Avoids investments in companies with business practices, Last year, through the generosity of Catholic Legacy donors,
the Catholic Community Foundation distributed more than
products or services contrary to the Catholic Faith.
$900,000 throughout the Diocese of Venice.

Please contact the Foundation to discuss how we might help you establish your legacy!
941-441-1124 | Morse@dioceseofvenice.org | 1000 Pinebrook Rd, Venice, FL 34285
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