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Message From Bishop Dewane

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
“… Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully.” With these words, St. Paul challenges the
Christians of Corinth to be eager in their support for their Brothers and Sisters in Christ.
This passage continues to offer the same call to the Faithful, to us today.
The Catholic Faith Appeal (CFA) of the Diocese of Venice is one way to sow
generously and aid in the reaping of a bountiful harvest in your life. Through your support,
the Diocese is able to provide many of the ministries and programs highlighted in the
following pages. By means of these many efforts to sow seeds in the field of the Lord, the
joy of the Gospel is shared and witnessed throughout the Diocese of Venice.
The CFA supports Diocesan outreach programs and initiatives, among which are
included: children being educated in Catholic Schools and Parish Religious Education
Programs; those who suffer with HIV/AIDS being provided nutrition; elderly, vulnerable,
and marginalized being housed and cared for; seminarians being formed and prepared for
priesthood; people of all ages being drawn closer to Christ; and much more.
It is the heartfelt generosity of the Faithful that enables the Diocese of Venice to
touch the lives of so many in the name of the Lord Jesus. Through your support, won’t you
be part of the Catholic Faith Appeal? In this way you are part of our vital endeavors.
Thank you for your efforts to realize a bountiful harvest for the Catholic Faith
Appeal, yourself, and all who will benefit. With sincere gratitude, I offer my continued
prayers for you and your family.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

+ Frank J. Dewane
Bishop of the Diocese of Venice in Florida

How is it Done?

In giving witness to the Gospel, the Diocese of Venice strives to address
the spiritual and material needs of the faithful in ten counties of Southwest
Florida. The following pages provide samples of some of the good works of
Diocesan Offices, Departments, and Programs which build up the Church.
These works of love are made possible by the generous involvement of faithful
Catholics like you in our Catholic Faith Appeal!
• Building Department
• Catholic Charities
• Catholic Schools Department
• Child and Youth Protection
• College Campus Outreach
• Continuing Education
• Diocesan Marriage Tribunal
• Diocesan Retreat Center
• Family Life Outreach
• Haitian Apostolate
• Hispanic Apostolate
• Marriage Preparation
• Mass on TV for the Homebound
• Office of Evangelization
• Office of Religious Life

• Peace and Social Justice Office
• Permanent Diaconate
• Poor Parishes and Missions
• Prison Outreach
• Religious Education Office
• Respect Life Department
• Safe Environment Program
• Seminarian Education
• Stewardship/Development
• Support for Convents
• The Catholic Center
• Vocations Office
• Worship Office
• Young Adult Outreach
• Youth Outreach

“And whoever gives only a cup of cold water to one
of these little ones to drink because he is a disciple —
amen, I say to you, he will surely not lose his reward.”

Catholic Charites

(Matthew 10:42)

CATHOLIC CHARITIES is a leading provider of
social services in Southwest Florida and holds the esteemed
four star rating from Charity Navigator. The programs of
Catholic Charities serve more than 40,000 individuals and
families annually. Ninety-one ($0.91) cents of every dollar
donated goes directly to programming. Catholic Charities
serves ALL in need regardless of race, nationality, or creed.
This year, when Hurricane Irma made landfall
in our Diocese, Catholic Charities provided DISASTER
RECOVERY ASSISTANCE to more than 82,000 families
in the first three weeks after the storm. This was provided
through 12 disaster response centers across the Diocese!
Direct assistance and long-term disaster case management to
survivors of the Hurricane will be ongoing.
In addition, Catholic Charities delivers a broad
range of comprehensive social services throughout the year,
that move families and individuals toward economic and
functional stability. Catholic Charities provides:
• Professional counseling services to families and individuals
in crisis;
• One of the largest human trafficking victim assistance
programs in Florida;
• Over 35,000 hot meals annually at the Casa Maria Soup
Kitchen in Immokalee;
• Oversite of nearly 1,000 units of low income housing for
those in need;
• Compassionate and supportive services to individuals with
HIV/AIDS;
• Housing assistance and social programs through “Our
Mother’s House,” which has cared for over 500 homeless
mothers and children over the years;
• Family reunification services to immigrants and refugees
with the opportunity to live and work in the United
States;
• Food, clothing, financial assistance, and prescription
medications to those most in need;
• Vulnerable female and male youth with inspiring and
professional mentoring programs;
• Classes in home ownership and foreclosure prevention as
well as housing counseling;
• A homeless shelter for children and families as well as
transitional housing;
• Long-term disaster recovery services.

Evangelization

“Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to
every creature.” (Mark 16:15)
The Office of
Evangelization strives to bring
all within the Diocese of Venice
to an encounter with Our Risen
Lord through the power of
the Holy Spirit. A personal
encounter with Jesus brings
about a richer participation in
His Body, the Church. Through
outreach programs and Diocesan
initiatives, the Office seeks to
foster this deeper involvement
in the practice of the faith,
particularly by prayer and the
Sacraments.
Evangelization is the
sharing of the Gospel; it is the
spreading of the Good News to
make disciples of all nations.
Yearly Diocesan
Men’s and Women’s
Conferences along with
conferences promoting
apologetics, Catholic
spirituality, and the study
of Sacred Scripture,
provide educational and
prayerful experiences for
those in the Diocese.

Outreach programs seek to engage those
marginalized, such as prisoners, homebound, and
those in long-term care facilities. Pope Francis
would say: those on the periphery.

These efforts are done in order to answer the
Church’s call to be missionary disciples and build
up the Church in the Diocese of Venice. We hope
that all might encounter the love of God!

“See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may
be called the children of God. Yet so we are.” (1 John 3:1)
The Family Life Office continues to help prepare
couples for their lifelong vows to each other through
retreats, conferences, and Natural Family Planning
classes. In an effort
to continuously
promote Marriage,
men and women
partake in marriage
preparation courses
and enrichment
seminars. These,
along with spiritual
events, ensure
there is substantial
Sacramental and life-skills preparation.

Anniversary Masses are held each
year to celebrate the commitment made in
the Sacrament of Marriage.
Pastoral efforts welcome the
divorced and remarried in order to minister
to them through multiple avenues.

Family Life

This year, a retreat for Mothers and Daughters has been added
to enrich their Advent and help build deeper relationships within
the family, especially in their faith.

“But you, remain faithful to what you have learned and
believed, because you know from whom you learned it.”

(2 Timothy 3:14)

Catholic Education in the Diocese of Venice is
focused on providing a superior, well-rounded, academic
experience that is rooted in the teachings of Christ.

Catholic
Catholic Schools
Schools

Serving over 4,200 students in Pre-Kindergarten
through grade 12, the Office provides leadership for ten
elementary/middle schools, one special needs school,
three high schools, and one PK-12 academy.
Fully accredited by the Florida Catholic Conference and AdvancEd, these facilities employ
qualified and certified teachers and lead the nation in results from the Iowa Assessment, ACT, and
SAT scores.
Students use the Diocese of Venice
Academic Standards as the core direction for
learning in the classroom. These standards
provide a solid and structured academic
thrust for our students. All is imbued with
the Cardinal Newman Society’s Curriculum
Standards to ensure quality Catholic Identity.
Students participate in hands-on activities
which provide growth in the key learning
areas of STREAM – Science, Technology,
Religion, Engineering, Arts, and Math, as well
as traditional learning opportunities.
Developing a deep love of Christ is the core value of the schools of the Diocese of Venice.
Students participate in a rich faith life that includes regular attendance at the Liturgy and
participation in the Sacraments.
Additionally, students put faith into action by
helping the community through service to soup kitchens,
collections of food items, and volunteering in Parishes.

“As I have loved you, so you also should love one another.”

(John 13:34)

Youth & Young Adults

The Office of Youth and Young Adult Outreach focuses on invigorating the faith-life of
young people throughout the Diocese of Venice. This is done by offering opportunities for the
youth to have a genuine encounter with Christ.

Through initiatives such as large-scale events
like the annual Diocesan Youth Rally, which is attended
by 2,000 people, facilitating spiritual retreats for high
schoolers, and missionary trips, this Outreach strives to
create exciting spiritual experiences for youth!
Guidance and support to the parishes, schools,
and college campus ministry programs throughout the
Diocese is also a priority. To inspire the young generation
of Catholics through evangelization is the focus of the
Outreach, that they might spread the Good News of Jesus
Christ to their peers!

“Let the children come to me… for the kingdom of heaven
belongs to such as these.” (Matthew 19:14)
The Office of Religious Education
answers Christ’s command to go into the
world and proclaim the Gospel through
Catechetical programs in the Parishes of the
Diocese of Venice.

Diocesan Religious Education programs ensure
the youth are substantially prepared for the reception
of the Sacraments and are incorporated into Parish life,
effectively building up the Church in the Diocese of
Venice!
The Office also oversees adult faith formation
programs which help to enliven the role and mission
of the laity. These crucial efforts are at the heart of
making missionary disciples within the Diocese.

Religious Education

Educating over 13,500 Kindergarten
through twelfth grade students, the Office
works earnestly to bring the Gospel message
to the hearts and minds of children by means
of proper Catechesis.

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…”

Vocations

(Matthew 28:19)

Throughout the Diocese,
the Office of Vocations
seeks to promote and raise awareness for young
men and women about the vocational calling
to the priesthood and religious life. The office
evaluates candidates and oversees their training
and formation.
“Wherever there is life, fervor, and a desire to bring
Christ to others, genuine vocations will arise” (Pope
Francis, Evangelii Gaudium 107).
The Diocese currently has 14 men in seminary
formation, whose total costs are over $65,000 each year per
student. Your generosity helps to support those discerning
God’s call to the priesthood.
In October and
November around
the Diocese, sixth
graders gather for
a day of fun, games
and talks with nuns
and priests about
vocations.

Faith in Action

Striving to reflect the light of Christ, Parishes, Diocesan Offices, and Organizations
live out their Faith everyday, working to change minds, hearts, and lives through
their prayer, sacrifice, and good works.

Administrative Services

The Communications Department provides a
number of services in multi-media such as online video,
print, radio, and TV as well as services in public relations
and marketing. The Department produces a weekly
Diocesan televised Mass, the Florida Catholic Newspaper,
and Mustard Seed Newsletter. Along with overseeing the
Diocesan website, the Department also utilizes modern
social media technology.
The Internal Financial Services Department
oversees and coordinates Financial Reviews carried out
by CPA Firms every three years for all Parishes, schools,
and missions. In the interim, the Department performs
operating and follow-up reviews of Diocesan entities. Internal Financial
Services trains bookkeeper applicants prior to hiring and provides on-going
training for bookkeepers, business managers, and financial administrators.
The Human Resources Department provides
services such as employee relations, health &
retirement benefits, recruiting, payroll, and
regulatory compliance to all Parishes, missions,
schools, and their employees.
The Office of Information
Technology oversees Information
Security and server support. This
is done to implement, maintain,
and use information technology in
the most cost-effective manner to
further the mission of the Church in
the Diocese.

• Office of the Bishop
• Oﬃce of Vicar General
• Oﬃce of the Chancellor
• Communications Department
• Finance Department
• Internal Financial Services Department
• Oﬃce of Stewardship and Development
• Oﬃce of Information Technology
• Legal Department
• Human Resources Department

PLEASE CONSIDER A PLEDGE TO THE CATHOLIC FAITH APPEAL

Pledging your gift may allow you to make a more generous and affordable
contribution to the CFA. The pledge can be spread out over several months.
You may pledge with an initial payment while the remaining balance can be
donated at any time during the next nine months.
PLEDGE PAYMENTS ARE EASY! PLEASE CONSIDER THESE OPTIONS...
1. Fill out a pledge card and request payment reminders on the pledge card. The

GIFT OPPORTUNITIES USING THE 10-PAYMENT PLAN

Gift
Amount

Initial
Payment

9 Monthly
Payments

$25,000
$15,000
$10,000
$ 5,000
$ 2,500
$ 1,000
$ 500

$2,500
$1,500
$1,000
$ 500
$ 250
$ 100
$ 50

$2,500
$1,500
$1,000
$ 500
$ 250
$ 100
$ 50

Bishop’s Cornerstone Society Gift Levels

Trustee
Pillar
Benefactor
Patron

$25,000 and above
$10,000 to $24,999
$ 5,000 to $ 9,999
$ 2,500 to $ 4,999

Leadership Society Gift Levels

Steward
Angel
Friend

$1,500 to
$1,000 to
$ 500 to

$2,499
$1,499
$ 999

16.7%
38.9%
21.1%
14.4% 8.8%
Ministry, Outreach, and Service 38.9%
Evangelization • Youth & Young Adult
Outreach • Caritas • Respect Life
Department • Peace and Social Justice
Office • Office of Worship • Parish Services
• Hispanic Apostolate • Prison Ministry •
Catholic Center • Marriage Tribunal •
Inter-Religious Affairs and Ecumenism
• Bishop’s Office and Episcopal Duties
• Marriage Preparation • Family Life
Outreach • Haitian Apostolate • Campus
Ministry • Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Retreat Center
Catholic Education 21.1%
Catholic Schools Department • Religious
Education Office • Catholic School Subsidy
Catholic Charities 16.7%
Vocations and Clergy Support 8.8%
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[Need help? Call (941) 486-4719]

Seminary Education and Formation •
Permanent Diaconate • Diaconate Formation
• Continuing Education for Clergy • Office of
Religious Life
Support of 20 Poor Parishes, Missions &
Convents 14.4%

Giving Opportunities

Diocese will send you monthly reminders and you can contribute as much as
you wish each month.
2. Indicate on your pledge card that you would like to pay by direct debit or
credit card and follow the directions on the pledge card.
3. Go online to www.dioceseofvenice.org, click on “Catholic Faith Appeal
Donate Now.” You can choose the amount and how many months you would
like to give. [Need help? Call (941) 486-4719]

