
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Send men to 
spy out the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the 
people of Israel. From each tribe of their fathers you shall 
send a man, every one a chief among them.” … 30 But 
Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, “Let 
us go up at once and occupy it, for we are well able to 
overcome it.” 31 Then the men who had gone up with 
him said, “We are not able to go up against the people, 
for they are stronger than we are.” 32 So they brought 
to the people of Israel a bad report of the land that they 
had spied out, saying, “The land, through which we have 
gone to spy it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants, 
and all the people that we saw in it are of great height. 33 
And there we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak, who 
come from the Nephilim), and we seemed to ourselves 
like grasshoppers, and so we seemed to them.”… 1 Then 
all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people 
wept that night. 2 And all the people of Israel grumbled 
against Moses and Aaron. The whole congregation said 
to them, “Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! 
Or would that we had died in this wilderness! 3 Why 

is the LORD bringing us into this land, to fall by the 
sword? Our wives and our little ones will become a prey. 
Would it not be better for us to go back to Egypt?” 4 And 
they said to one another, “Let us choose a leader and go 
back to Egypt.” … 30 not one shall come into the land 
where I swore that I would make you dwell, except Caleb 
the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun. 31 But 
your little ones, who you said would become a prey, I 
will bring in, and they shall know the land that you have 
rejected. 32 But as for you, your dead bodies shall fall in 
this wilderness. 33 And your children shall be shepherds 
in the wilderness forty years and shall suffer for your 
faithlessness, until the last of your dead bodies lies in the 
wilderness.34 According to the number of the days in 
which you spied out the land, forty days, a year for each 
day, you shall bear your iniquity forty years, and you shall 
know my displeasure.’ 35 I, the LORD, have spoken. 
Surely this will I do to all this wicked congregation who 
are gathered together against me: in this wilderness they 
shall come to a full end, and there they shall die.”

Scripture

Numbers 13:1-2, 30-
33; 14:1-4, 30-35 

Unit .07

Session .01

The Rebellion 
of God’s 
People
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Sin as Rebellion

Because the Bible portrays people as 
responsible beings, called to respond in 
faith and obedience to God’s revelation, 
the Bible often portrays sin in terms of 
defiance and rebellion toward God the 
King. Isaiah 1:2 is one of many passages 
that describes sin in terms of rebellion 
against God: “I have raised children and 
brought them up, but they have rebelled 
against Me.” Seen in this light, sin is 
personal and willful disobedience, the 
raising of a clinched fist toward the One 
who made us.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

What are some circumstances in your life that help you remember God’s 
faithfulness and remain faithful to Him? 

What impossible situations have 
you faced, or are you facing, and how 
is God teaching you to trust Him in 
those situations? 
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Christ Connection
God’s people rebelled against Him and refused to enter the land He 
had given them because they failed to trust His provision and promises. 
Jesus fully trusted the Father and entered the world in obedience 
bringing about the fulfillment of God’s promise to provide One to 
save people from sin.

What did the Israelites’ fear reveal about their trust in God? 

Main Point
Rebellion against God is  

rooted in failing to trust God.
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His Story

How does fear sometimes keep you from following God’s plan?

What are some ways that our actions reveal what is in our hearts?
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Our Mission

Head

Share about a time when you allowed circumstances to negatively affect 
your sense of identity.

 Why is it important to know that our identity as Christians can never be 
changed or altered because of what Christ has done for us?

Heart

 How does the disobedience of the Israelites provide a glimpse into our 
own disobedience toward God?

 How can we learn from the mistakes of the Israelites and avoid 
disobedience in our own lives?

Hands

 How can God’s work in your own life be used to draw others to Him? 

 What is an instance of God’s faithfulness in your life you can share with 
someone this week?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

It was bad enough when the Israelites rebelled 
against Moses, but the rebellion of Miriam and 
Aaron surely hit him harder. Like we see happen in 
many confrontations, Aaron and Miriam hid the 
true motivation of their criticism behind a more 
palatable excuse: Moses’ marriage to a Cushite 
woman. But that was not their main cause for 
concern. Rather, it related to Moses’ role as God’s 
primary spokesperson. 

When Miriam and Aaron confronted the man God 
had chosen to speak for Him, God chose to speak 
for Himself. God pronounced judgement on them 
for their sin and in His anger, gave Miriam a skin 
disease. Aaron immediately repented and asked 
Moses to do something about Miriam’s disease. 
God’s servant responded by lifting his voice in 
intercession to God and Miriam was healed. 

This account offers a picture of how we are to 
respond to God when He reveals Himself to us. 
God’s self-revelation shows us two things: who 
He is and who we are. When we see God for who 
He is and what He has done, we can properly see 
ourselves for who we are.

In what ways does seeing the truth of 
God’s character humble you? 

Day 1

Numbers  
12:1-16 
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The way God told Moses to send the Israelite 
spies into the land was a reminder to him and the 
Israelites of His promise to give them the land 
(Num. 13:2). The land of Canaan was a good land, 
flowing with milk and honey, which made it a land 
worth fighting for. God would drive the people 
out of the land so His people could take possession 
of it. They had nothing to worry about. Yet, they 
rebelled against God and refused to go into the 
land where they would have had rest and all of their 
needs provided for.

Later in Scripture, the land of Canaan is used as 
a picture of heaven—our place of rest. (See Heb. 
4.) The Israelites had left slavery in Egypt and 
endured a trek through the wilderness to make it 
to the promised land, which their sin prevented 
them from entering. Likewise, through Jesus, we 
are freed from the slavery to sin, yet we continue to 
live in the wilderness—a fallen and broken world. 
However, in light of eternity, our journey to our 
promised land is short, and we are called to trust 
God in faithfulness as we journey on, placing our 
hope in His promise to bring us home to the place 
of our rest.  

 How might the hope of what God has 
in store for you in heaven change the 
way you approach each day now?

Day 2

Numbers  
13:1-33

Faith in God leads to obedience to His commands. 
God has revealed Himself to us so that we would 
turn to Him in faith and love Him, and then 
through that faith and love, obey Him. But our 
obedience is short-circuited immediately when our 
faith erodes. Faithlessness hinders love, which in 
turn blocks obedience. This was what the Israelites 
experienced. 

After the Israelites’ rebellion, when God pronounced 
judgment on them, He first declared how patience 
He had been with His people. He then threatened 
to do away with them completely. But Moses 
interceded on behalf of the people, appealing to the 
glory and promises of God. 

Each day, we encounter people who have not 
trusted in Jesus for salvation. They, too, stand 
under the righteous judgment of a patient God 
(2 Pet. 3:9). God invites us to join Him on His 
mission of making His presence known. We do 
this by proclaiming the gospel, but also by praying 
earnestly for those who don’t know Him, that 
they might repent of their sin, turn to Jesus, and 
experience life.

Who will you pray for who doesn’t 
know Jesus? How will you tell them 
about Jesus this week? 

Day 3

Numbers  
14:1-25
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There is a difference between grieving sin and 
grieving the consequences of sin. When we grieve 
the consequences of sin, we are distraught by being 
disciplined or because we missed out on something 
that we wanted. The focus is on us. But when 
we grieve sin itself, we are distraught because our 
fellowship with God has been disrupted because of 
our sin and that we are failing to glorify God as He 
deserves. The focus is on God. 

The Israelites’ willingness to go into the promised 
land without the presence of God, shows that they 
hadn’t repented of their sin. They didn’t want God’s 
presence; they wanted God’s presents. They wanted 
what God could give, not God Himself. They were 
fine with dwelling in the land without God, and 
the consequences for their actions were dire.

The worst place for us to be is in sin because it 
disrupts our fellowship with God. Having anything 
without God is far worse than having nothing with 
God. We need to remember this, let God drive it 
into our hearts, and be quick to grieve over our 
sin—not its consequences. When we do, we will 
experience the freedom of living in the presence of 
our mighty God who loves us beyond measure. 

How have you grieved over sin 
recently—have you focused on the sin 
itself or the consequences of sin? 
 

Day 4

Numbers  
14:26-45

Once again, we encounter a rebellion against 
Moses. But we have to see Israel’s repeated lack of 
trust in Moses for what it really was: lack of trust 
in God. This was their root problem. This was what 
had to be addressed over and over. Rebelling against 
Moses was merely the symptom. Rebelling against 
God was the disease needing to be cured. 

Moses’ task was not an easy one. It is difficult to lead 
in even the best of circumstances, when the leader 
is focused on God as are the people he or she leads. 
But it’s even more difficult when a leader is tasked 
with guiding a sinful people, especially when they 
constantly rebel against his or her authority too. 

While most of us may never be in charge of leading 
a massive group of hard-hearted people through the 
wilderness, we are all called to take the message of 
the gospel to a world that wants nothing to do with 
it. Our job is simple: live the gospel; preach the 
gospel. But because the gospel is offensive, people 
will despise us. Like Moses, we must remember it 
is not really us who they despise and reject, it is 
Christ. And so, like Moses again but even more 
so like Christ, we must show compassion to the 
people we have been called to love and serve as we 
pray that through our kindness and perseverance, 
they might be reached with the gospel we proclaim.

How does praying for people change 
the way you see them? 

Day 5

Numbers  
16:1-50
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4 From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red 
Sea, to go around the land of Edom. And the people 
became impatient on the way. 5 And the people spoke 
against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought 
us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there 
is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless 
food.” 6 Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the 
people, and they bit the people, so that many people of 
Israel died. 7 And the people came to Moses and said, 
“We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD 

and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away 
the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8 
And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and 
set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees 
it, shall live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze serpent and set 
it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look 
at the bronze serpent and live. … 14 And as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life.

Scripture

Numbers 21:4-9; 
John 3:14-15

Unit .07

Session .02

The Promise 
of God’s 
Provision
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Sin and Death

The ultimate consequence for sin is death—
physical death, spiritual death, and eternal 
death (Rom. 6:23). God was clear to 
Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden that 
if they ate from the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, they would surely die 
(Gen. 2:17). The type of death that would 
result from the fall in the garden of Eden 
wasn’t only physical death but spiritual 
death as well, the separation of a person 
from God. Spiritual death continues in a 
permanent state when someone dies apart 
from the reconciling work of Christ, who 
defeated death through His own death 
on the cross and subsequent resurrection. 

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

When have you been impatient with God? Did your impatience cause you to 
grumble about what He had or had not done? Explain. 

What does the Israelites’ punishment 
communicate about the seriousness 
of sin? 
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Sin and Death

The ultimate consequence for sin is death—
physical death, spiritual death, and eternal 
death (Rom. 6:23). God was clear to 
Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden that 
if they ate from the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, they would surely die 
(Gen. 2:17). The type of death that would 
result from the fall in the garden of Eden 
wasn’t only physical death but spiritual 
death as well, the separation of a person 
from God. Spiritual death continues in a 
permanent state when someone dies apart 
from the reconciling work of Christ, who 
defeated death through His own death 
on the cross and subsequent resurrection. 

Christ Connection
Just as the Israelites looked upon the bronze serpent lifted high on 
the pole and were healed, so also we look with faith upon Jesus Christ 
lifted high on the cross and are saved from the punishment of our sin.

What is the significance of God’s command for the people to gaze at the 
snake? What were the people to consider as they looked upon it?

When you realize you’ve sinned against God, what is your immediate 
response usually?

Main Point
The bronze serpent points to both 

God’s punishment of sin and His 
salvation through Jesus.
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His Story

What does your attitude about your sin indicate what you believe 
about God?

How does the completed work of Jesus motivate you as you seek to live  
for Him?
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Our Mission

Head

 What are some parallels between the Israelites’ sin here and the sin of 
Adam and Even in the garden? 

 Why is it so important to trust God for guidance instead of jumping in and 
doing things on our own? 

Heart

  What does your attitude toward your sin say what you believe 
about Jesus?

 How does a right perspective of Jesus’ sacrifice give us a right perspective 
on the seriousness of our sin?

Hands

 What lesson can we learn from the Israelites’ response when they 
recognized their sin?

 What are some current sins in our own lives we need to repent from?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

In Numbers 20 the people rose up against Moses 
and Aaron because they had no water to drink. In 
response, Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before 
God. God spoke to them and commanded Moses 
to speak to a rock and He would make it yield 
water. But because of his anger toward the people, 
Moses rebuked the Israelites, asked if he and Aaron 
had to provide water, and struck the rock twice 
instead. Because of Moses’ failure to obey God, 
God declared that he would not be allowed to 
enter into the promised land; he would die in the 
wilderness instead. 

God’s demand for obedience is absolute. There is 
no such thing as “half-way” obedience. Even the 
most minuscule deviation from God’s commands 
is an act of disobedience. We are called to be holy 
just as God is holy (1 Pet. 1:15-16). God’s holiness 
refers both to His uniqueness in being separate 
from creation and His perfect purity. This is our 
standard as well. We are to be different from our 
culture. We are to obey perfectly. And even one 
act of unfaithfulness earns condemnation. But 
thankfully, we have been provided a way to be 
forgiven of our transgressions in Jesus, the One 
who perfectly obeyed and who takes our sin and 
credits us with His righteousness when we believe. 

How have you obeyed God partially 
at times believing that was good 
enough? 

Day 1

Numbers  
20:1-29
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At the beginning of Numbers 21, the Israelites 
revealed they had the ability to trust in God’s 
faithfulness. But they also revealed they were 
quick to forget that same faithfulness. When the 
Canaanites fought against the Israelites and took 
some of their people captive, God gave His people 
victory. But then, when they bypassed Edom, the 
Israelites became impatient and quickly forgot what 
God had done for them. They began to complain 
about lacking food and water and detested what 
God had been providing. God responded to 
their sin by sending snakes into their camp to 
discipline them.

We are no different than the Israelites. We can think 
back over our lives and lose count of the victories 
God has given us. But we are so prone to forget all 
the good that God has done for us, often because 
of trivial needs or minor inconveniences in life. We 
too are quick to forget God’s faithfulness and we 
too need God’s gift of discipline at times to remind 
us that if God was willing to provide Jesus to die 
on the cross to address our greatest need, we can 
surely trust Him to provide for our daily needs as 
well (Luke 12:24).

What are some things that God has 
done for you in the past that you 
can remember today to help you 
remain faithful in the face of need or 
temptation? 

Day 2

Numbers  
21:1-7a

God provided Israel with an intermediary, Moses, 
who interceded on their behalf when they repented 
of their sin. It was through Moses’ appeal that God 
provided a way for the people to recover from the 
consequence of their sin. The people wanted God 
to take away the serpents from the camp, but God 
had a better plan. He wanted them to experience 
what it was like to be doomed to die, but to be 
saved by placing faith in Him, and in doing so, 
experience new life from that day forward.  

In a similar way, God has provided a way for us 
to be saved from our sin by lifting Jesus up on the 
cross. Our sin deserves God’s wrath, but instead, 
He placed that wrath on His Son in our place. 
For anyone to be saved, all it takes is turning away 
from sin and looking to Jesus in faith, believing 
and trusting that He has done what is required to 
remove God’s wrath from us. But for many, that 
is easier said than done. And for many who have 
trusted in Jesus, it remains difficult to continue 
to trust in the completed work of Jesus. That is 
why we are grateful that Jesus is an ever-present 
intercessor, always at the right hand of the Father 
making appeals to Him on our behalf.

Who has God placed in your life for 
you to be an intercessor, praying for 
them and telling them what Christ 
has done? 

Day 3

Numbers  
21:7b-8
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When we walk in obedience to God’s commands, 
He both walks with us and before us. Jesus has 
already given us victory over sin and death so as 
we live, we are free to follow God no matter what 
may come our way. We are not promised lives of 
comfort and free of pain. In fact, being followers of 
Jesus in a broken world means that we will, not that 
we might, face persecution (Mark 10:30). But just 
as God told Moses that He had already given King 
Og into his hands, God has already won the victory 
over His enemies. 

As we live each day, we go forward in confidence 
living from the victory that Jesus has already won 
for us. Jesus has defeated sin and death, so in the 
face of any persecution we will face, we continue 
striving to live the way He has called us to—with 
faith and with joy.

How does knowing that God goes 
before you and with you give you 
confidence as you face opposition? 

Day 4

Numbers  
21:9-35

The necessity of belief for salvation is repeated 
several times in John 3. For anyone to be saved 
from sin, belief—or trust, or faith—in who Jesus 
is and that He has done everything necessary for 
salvation from sin is required. If we place our faith 
in Jesus Christ, He will give us eternal life. But that 
is not where it ends. 

Trusting in the finished work of Christ also means 
living from the victory that He won on the cross. 
After we’ve placed our faith in Jesus, our salvation 
can never be taken away from us (Rom. 8:38-39). 
Neither persecution, death, nor even our own sin 
can separate us from the love of God. We can trust 
this to be true, even in the face of doubt, because 
even though it is our faith in Jesus that saves us, it 
is not our faith in Jesus that sustains our salvation. 
What sustains our salvation is the completed work 
of Jesus—His life, death, burial, and resurrection—
and the unending power of God to preserve our 
salvation no matter what. 

 What kind of doubts do you face in 
your walk with Christ, and how does 
His completed work on the cross help 
you continue to believe? 

Day 5

John  
3:1-21
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19 God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, 
that he should change his mind. Has he said, and will 
he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it?
20 Behold, I received a command to bless: he has blessed, 
and I cannot revoke it. 21 He has not beheld misfortune 
in Jacob, nor has he seen trouble in Israel. The LORD 
their God is with them, and the shout of a king is among 
them. 22 God brings them out of Egypt and is for 
them like the horns of the wild ox. 23 For there is no 
enchantment against Jacob, no divination against Israel; 
now it shall be said of Jacob and Israel, ‘What has God 
wrought!’ ... 5 How lovely are your tents, O Jacob, your 
encampments, O Israel! 6 Like palm groves that stretch 
afar, like gardens beside a river, like aloes that the LORD 
has planted, like cedar trees beside the waters. 7 Water 
shall flow from his buckets,

and his seed shall be in many waters; his king shall be 
higher than Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted.  
8 God brings him out of Egypt and is for him like the 
horns of the wild ox; he shall eat up the nations, his 
adversaries, and shall break their bones in pieces and 
pierce them through with his arrows. 9 He crouched, he 
lay down like a lion and like a lioness; who will rouse 
him up? Blessed are those who bless you, and cursed are 
those who curse you.” ... 17 I see him, but not now; I 
behold him, but not near: a star shall come out of Jacob, 
and a scepter shall rise out of Israel; it shall crush the 
forehead of Moab and break down all the sons of Sheth. 
18 Edom shall be dispossessed; Seir also, his enemies, 
shall be dispossessed. Israel is doing valiantly. 19 And 
one from Jacob shall exercise dominion and destroy the 
survivors of cities!”

Scripture

Numbers 23:19-23;  
24:5-9, 17-19

Unit .07

Session .03

The Blessings 
on God’s 
People
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God is Faithful

God’s faithfulness means He keeps His 
word and always fulfills His promises 
(1 Cor. 1:9; 2 Tim. 2:13; 1 Pet. 4:19). 
God’s faithfulness is demonstrated in His 
fulfillment of the promises He made to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The apostle 
Paul linked the attribute of “faithful” to 
God’s coming through on His word: “He 
who calls you is faithful, who also will 
do it” (1 Thess. 5:24). We reflect God by 
keeping the promises we make to Him and 
to others.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

 How encouraging is it to know that much like the Israelites here, God is for 
you and not against you?

What does it say about God’s 
character that He is isn’t willing to go 
back on the promises He has made?

THE GOSPEL PROJECT FOR STUDENTS  |  24



God is Faithful

God’s faithfulness means He keeps His 
word and always fulfills His promises 
(1 Cor. 1:9; 2 Tim. 2:13; 1 Pet. 4:19). 
God’s faithfulness is demonstrated in His 
fulfillment of the promises He made to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The apostle 
Paul linked the attribute of “faithful” to 
God’s coming through on His word: “He 
who calls you is faithful, who also will 
do it” (1 Thess. 5:24). We reflect God by 
keeping the promises we make to Him and 
to others.

Christ Connection
Balaam could not curse God’s people, but blessed them instead and 
proclaimed God’s faithfulness. Balaam’s blessings ultimately were 
realized centuries later in Jesus. Jesus is the conquering King who 
fulfilled God’s covenant promises and delivered His people from sin 
and death. 

How does knowing that God will never lie or fail to keep a promise encourage 
you to trust Him more? 

Main Point
God is faithful to keep His 

promise to bless His people.
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His Story

How does God’s promise to restore and make all things new one day prompt 
the way we live each day now? 

What smaller victories do we tend to focus on and find contentment in 
rather than longing for the greatest victory God has given us in Christ? 
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Our Mission

Head

 How might seeing the stories of God’s faithfulness in Scripture affect the 
way you see His work in your life today?

 What are some ways you would like to be used for God’s glory in the 
weeks ahead? 

Heart

 How should we respond to our sin knowing that God’s promises are secure 
no matter what?

 How can God’s faithfulness be a motivator to be faithful in our devotion 
to Him? 

Hands

 Do you think some people believe the goal of the Christian life ultimately 
lies in the future? Why is that, and why is belief not true? 

 How do the future promises of God impact the way we live today? 
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

In Numbers 22 the Moabites saw the Israelites 
encamped in the wilderness and feared for their 
lives. The Moabites had heard of what the Israelites 
had done to the Amorites and feared that the same 
fate would come to them. So Balak, king of Moab, 
sought the help of a diviner named Balaam to curse 
the Israelites. But God came to Balaam and told 
him not to go to Balak because the Israelites were 
blessed (v. 12). 

This is a fascinating account full of mystery (who 
exactly was Balaam and why was he so prone to 
listen to God?) as well as the supernatural (a talking 
donkey!). But don’t lose sight of an important 
detail that is easily missed: the Israelites were not 
present in this story. They don’t see the fear of the 
Moabites. They don’t see Balaam’s encounter with a 
talking donkey. They don’t hear the oracles Balaam 
shares. Instead, they are over there, off in the 
distance, while this account unfolds. Even when 
the Israelites could not see it, God was working for 
their good. God is always working all things for the 
good of those who love Him (Rom. 8:28).  

How has God’s faithfulness helped 
you remain faithful to Him even in the 
midst of difficult circumstances?

Day 1

Numbers  
22:1-41
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In Balaam’s first oracle to Balak, God declared 
that those whom He has blessed cannot be cursed 
(v. 8). In the second oracle, God declared Himself 
to be for Israel like a wild ox (v. 22). In both of 
Balaam’s first two oracles, God’s message to Balak, 
as he tried to curse Israel, was that Gpod cannot 
be controlled. No person, no matter how powerful 
he or she may be, can coerce God to do that which 
He has not desired to do. God had blessed Israel 
and He would not change His mind because He is 
faithful and true. 

No one and nothing can thwart God’s plans for 
His people. Not even Satan can do anything to 
curse the people of God (Job 1:12). Our God is 
like a wild ox and He fights for us. Even though 
we may face persecution and difficult times, there 
is nothing that can stop God from fulfilling all that 
He has planned and promised. God has placed 
stories of His work for His people in the Bible so 
that we can see how He works for the good of His 
people, and in doing so, realize He works for us in 
the same way. 

How can seeing the unstoppable 
faithfulness of God change 
the way you approach difficult 
situations today?

Day 2

Numbers  
23:1-30

In Balaam’s third oracle, God gave the diviner 
a vision of the future blessing that the Israelites 
would enjoy, and He warned Balak not to come 
against His people. The promise of blessing that 
God gave Balaam was a promise of abundant 
provision and powerful leadership. The warning 
that God gave Balak was a warning of destruction 
should he attempt to fight against Israel. 

God’s promise of eternal life for us is a promise 
of shelter in His presence and provision that we 
will delight in (Rev. 7:15-16). We live in a broken 
world full of broken people, and we look forward 
to a life with God where brokenness will be no 
more. As we live today with this hope, we are called 
to proclaim the good news that Jesus has died on 
the cross for our sins. The hope that we have is not 
just for us. The message of the gospel is a message 
for all the world. God has saved us to display the 
immeasurable riches of God’s grace for the rest of 
eternity, and He calls us to start now by inviting 
those who don’t know Jesus, to trust in Him and 
enjoy His presence and provision forevermore.

How can your guarantee of eternal 
life motivate you to share the 
gospel today? 

Day 3

Numbers  
24:1-14
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Balaam’s final oracle to Balak was a promise to 
preserve and protect the people of God. While this 
oracle would come to pass in part through King 
David, King Jesus would be its ultimate fulfillment. 

Because of our sin, we were separated from God 
(Eph. 2:1). But on the day when we trusted in Christ, 
His righteousness was credited to us (Rom. 3:21-26; 
2 Cor. 5:21). The righteousness of God that has been 
given to us does not mean that we no longer sin. But 
it does mean that Jesus’ life was given to us as He 
took our sin onto Himself. It means that because our 
sin has been removed and we have Christ’s perfect 
righteousness, we are completely protected from the 
eternal consequences of sin and our credit as being 
obedient to the Father is fully preserved.

When we trust in Jesus, we do not trust in Him 
merely for our salvation and then place that salvation 
in a safe place to take out again in the future. Our 
trust in Jesus runs throughout each day, and each 
minute, of our lives. We trust in His forgiveness, 
but we also trust in His rule over us, knowing He 
has done everything necessary for our salvation and 
righteousness, yet we are called to live in obedience 
out of love and gratitude for what He has done. 

What is your motivation for obeying 
God? Why? 

Day 4

Numbers  
24:15-25

Through Adam, sin and death came into the world. 
Through Jesus, salvation came into the world; sin 
and death has been conquered. Jesus’ work on 
earth reversed all the wrong done by Adam, and his 
descendants, for those who trust in Him. Where 
Adam disobeyed, Jesus obeyed. Where Adam 
doubted, Jesus trusted. Where Adam went into the 
ground and remained there, Jesus went into the 
ground and burst forth on the third day. 

Jesus was the firstfruits of the resurrection, which 
means He is not the only one who will experience 
it. All those who have trusted in Him have the same 
future hope in store. One day, we too will spring 
forth from the clutches of death into everlasting 
life. But that life does not begin on that day, it is 
completed on it. One day Christ Jesus will return, 
and He will make all things new and kill death for 
good. At the death of death and the restoration 
of all things, the rule and reign of Christ will be 
unchallenged and unhindered. We can trust in 
God’s ability to conquer all things now, since 
He has already conquered death, which is our 
greatest enemy.

How does knowing Jesus conquered 
our greatest enemy, death, give you 
boldness when sharing the gospel? 

Day 5

1 Corinthians 
15:20-28
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14 And the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, the days 
approach when you must die. Call Joshua and present 
yourselves in the tent of meeting, that I may commission 
him.” And Moses and Joshua went and presented 
themselves in the tent of meeting. 15 And the LORD 
appeared in the tent in a pillar of cloud. And the pillar 
of cloud stood over the entrance of the tent. 16 And 
the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, you are about to lie 
down with your fathers. Then this people will rise and 
whore after the foreign gods among them in the land 
that they are entering, and they will forsake me and break 
my covenant that I have made with them. 17 Then my 
anger will be kindled against them in that day, and I will 
forsake them and hide my face from them, and they will 
be devoured. And many evils and troubles will come 
upon them, so that they will say in that day, ‘Have not 
these evils come upon us because our God is not among 
us?’ 18 And I will surely hide my face in that day because 
of all the evil that they have done, because they have 
turned to other gods. 19 “Now therefore write this song 
and teach it to the people of Israel. Put it in their mouths, 
that this song may be a witness for me against the people 
of Israel. 20 For when I have brought them into the land 

flowing with milk and honey, which I swore to give to 
their fathers, and they have eaten and are full and grown 
fat, they will turn to other gods and serve them, and 
despise me and break my covenant. 21 And when many 
evils and troubles have come upon them, this song shall 
confront them as a witness (for it will live unforgotten in 
the mouths of their offspring). For I know what they are 
inclined to do even today, before I have brought them 
into the land that I swore to give.” 22 So Moses wrote 
this song the same day and taught it to the people of 
Israel. 23 And the LORD commissioned Joshua the son 
of Nun and said, “Be strong and courageous, for you 
shall bring the people of Israel into the land that I swore 
to give them. I will be with you.” … 44 Moses came and 
recited all the words of this song in the hearing of the 
people, he and Joshua[o] the son of Nun. 45 And when 
Moses had finished speaking all these words to all Israel, 
46 he said to them, “Take to heart all the words by which 
I am warning you today, that you may command them 
to your children, that they may be careful to do all the 
words of this law. 47 For it is no empty word for you, but 
your very life, and by this word you shall live long in the 
land that you are going over the Jordan to possess.”

Scripture

Deuteronomy 
31:14-23; 32:44-47

Unit .07

Session .04

The Promise
of God’s 
Presence
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Enslaved to Sin

Because of the fall of Adam and Eve 
in the garden of Eden, all of humanity 
has inherited a sin nature that inclines 
them toward sin and rebellion. Human 
beings are enslaved to sin (Rom. 6:17), 
continually living with the propensity 
to transgress God’s commandments 
whenever possible. It isn’t until one 
experiences salvation through the work of 
Christ that he or she is able to overcome 
sin’s enslavement through the power of the 
Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:2).

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

Where have we seen other instances of God meeting with His people?

 How can the biblical motif of God 
dwelling among His people help us 
in those moments when we feel as if 
He isn’t near? 
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Enslaved to Sin

Because of the fall of Adam and Eve 
in the garden of Eden, all of humanity 
has inherited a sin nature that inclines 
them toward sin and rebellion. Human 
beings are enslaved to sin (Rom. 6:17), 
continually living with the propensity 
to transgress God’s commandments 
whenever possible. It isn’t until one 
experiences salvation through the work of 
Christ that he or she is able to overcome 
sin’s enslavement through the power of the 
Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:2).

Christ Connection
Despite the people’s ongoing sinful rebellion, God promised to be 
with them and provided them with words of life.  Jesus is the Word 
of God who paid the penalty of our sin so that we might have life and 
relationship with God. 

Why do you think God wanted this message to be communicated 
through song? 

How does God’s response to the Israelites’ idolatry serve as a warning to us 
about harboring modern-day idols of the heart? 

Main Point
God warns of the consequences 

 of unfaithfulness to Him.
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In Defense

In this account we see a strong  and powerful motif within Scripture in 
that God wants to dwell among us! The Creator of the universe, the holy 
and all-powerful God, wants to be involved in the day-to-day aspects of 
our lives. This fundamental Christian theme is radically different from 
the other religions of the world. For them, it is about working our way 
to God, while Christianity is about God coming down to dwell among 
us. Theirs are religions of earning enough credits to somehow please God 
and be rewarded by Him, whereas Christianity is about receiving God’s 
gift of friendship and righteousness through the reconciling work of His 
Son, Jesus Christ, which results in life-long communion with Him that 
extends to all eternity.

His Story

How are we beneficiaries of God’s faithfulness to the Israelites? What does 
this say about His love for the nations today?

THE GOSPEL PROJECT FOR STUDENTS  |  34



Our Mission

Head

Was there a time when you lived on the borrowed faith of someone else? 
At what point did that begin to change? 

Why is it important that we own our faith and not inherit it from 
someone else?

Heart

How does the warning for Israel serve as a warning for us today?  

What are some specific warnings, reminders, and promises within 
Scripture that have helped you fight against temptation? 

Hands

What can you do this week to help you internalize God’s word in your 
heart? What can you do to help pass this on to the next generation in your 
church today? 

How can we prevent our hearts from seeing God’s Word as either obligatory 
or obsolete?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

When was the last time someone told you to not be 
afraid (or when was the last time you told yourself 
that)? What’s interesting about fear is that it forms 
an inverse function with knowledge. The less we 
know, the more we might fear. Perhaps it was a lack 
of knowledge that also tempted the Israelites to fear 
as they stood on the precipice of entering Jericho. 
They knew this was coming after forty years of 
wilderness wanderings, but they didn’t know what 
the end result would be. And maybe this is why 
Moses countered their fears with knowledge by 
saying that God would be the One going with 
them; in fact, it would be He who would be going 
before them. This is why Moses implored them 
to be strong and courageous; they could stand 
courageously because God was with them, fighting 
on their behalf. 

The courage and fearlessness the Israelites were 
called to display is the same we as Christians are 
called to live out today. Sure, we live in uncertain 
times and we are, without a doubt, finite people 
who don’t know what the future holds. However, 
we do know the One who does know, and because 
of that, we can stand strong and courageously. 

What situation are you facing that 
you need God to help you cast 
aside fear? 

Day 1

Deuteronomy 
31:1-18
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“Easy believe-ism” is a mindset that thinks all is 
well if one simply believes some of Christianity’s 
basic truths. No change of heart or transformation 
of character is needed—just mental affirmation. 

One of the problems with this mindset—other 
than the fact that it is unbiblical—is the fact that 
“easy believe-ism” tends to come crashing in on 
itself when life isn’t going wo well. In other words, 
it’s easy to believe in God when things are good, 
but when things are not so good or when tragedy 
strikes and all you have is “easy believe-ism,” you 
won’t have the foundation and support you need 
to get through.

In these verses, God told of a similar situation 
that would occur with His people. Notice the 
connection between God giving them this land 
filled with abundance and them eventually 
forsaking God and turning toward idols. They 
needed God and God helped them by giving them 
the land He promised. And then, instead of living 
in constant thankfulness and dependence upon 
God, they satisfied themselves with the gifts of 
God instead, eventually giving way to idolatry and 
“easy-believe-ism.”

In what ways have you fallen into 
easy believe-ism, focusing more on 
what you believe than who you have 
been made in Christ?

Day 2

Deuteronomy 
31:19-22

It is difficult, if not impossible, to lead people 
where you have never been yourself. It’s hard to 
do that from a leadership capacity in the world of 
business, and it’s even harder to do from a spiritual 
capacity as we seek to disciple others in the faith. 
Sure, you may be theological gifted and can teach 
and instruct others about the gospel in general, but 
in terms of leading someone to navigate life with 
a Christian worldview in mind, leadership of that 
kind requires a personal journey. 

Maybe this was Moses’ emphasis in verse 46 when 
he urges them to take to heart all of these words 
that day as a warning and to pass them onto their 
children to follow. Moses could have just said, 
“Write these down and teach them to your kids,” 
but instead he emphasized that they should first 
take God’s word to heart, internalize it, let it change 
them, and then command their children to do the 
same. Why? Because the parents could never take 
the next generation of disciples where they needed 
to go until the parents had gone there themselves. 
A good reminder for us all.  

How can you learn from your 
experiences—both your successes 
and your failures—to disciple 
someone else? 

Day 3

Deuteronomy 
31:23-32:52
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When a person goes to their grave being a blessing 
to other people, it speaks volumes about them. 
And that is what we have here with Moses. Instead 
of writhing in anger over the fact he wouldn’t 
be joining the people in the promised land, he 
nevertheless sought to bless his people once more 
before he departed from this world. 

Of course, while wanting to be a blessing to people 
is good and noble, what you believe will bless them 
the most is even more important. Here Moses gave 
us an example of blessing others by wanting them 
to be happy in God, and the way he went about 
that was by reminding them of God initiating a 
relationship with them. He said, “How happy you 
are, Israel! Who is like you, a people saved by the 
Lord? He is the shield that protects you, the sword 
you boast in. Your enemies will cringe before you, 
and you will tread on their backs.” Moses decided 
to exit this life by reminding his fellow Israelites 
that God is good, and it is in Him, and not their 
own strength or cleverness, that they were protected 
from their enemies. May we likewise serve those 
around us by reminding them of God’s goodness to 
them in their own lives.

In what ways are you seeking to be a 
blessing to others around you? How 
are you striving to do this? 

Day 4

Deuteronomy 
33:1-29

Even though it’s not difficult for our flesh to 
imagine a bitter and angered Moses being denied 
access to the promised land, there is also much 
grace and mercy in this passage in him just being 
allowed to catch a glimpse of the promise he had 
held onto for so many years 

Of course, Moses wasn’t the first only to see only 
a partial glimpse of God’s promise. Abraham, to 
whom the initial promise was given, only saw the 
start of his lineage through Isaac, and not the vast 
number of people who would come from his line. 
The apostle Paul was only able to catch a glimpse 
of what would eventually happen because of his 
missionary and church planting efforts. Now, we 
could add name after name to this list, which only 
begs the question, “why?” Why only the glimpses 
and never the full experience? One answer is 
because the glimpses allow us to carry a spiritual 
legacy forward that is intended to outlast ourselves. 
As Christians, we get to play a part in God’s story 
of redemption, something far beyond and beforeb 
ourselves. And in that, we can find more than 
enough joy in the glimpses He gives us because 
those glimpses point us to the very face and heart 
of God. 

In what ways do you anticipate 
God allowing you to play a role 
in His plans without seeing the 
final outcome?

Day 5

Deuteronomy 
34:1-12
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6 Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this 
people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers 
to give them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous, 
being careful to do according to all the law that Moses 
my servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to 
the right hand or to the left, that you may have good 
success wherever you go. 8 This Book of the Law shall 
not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it 
day and night, so that you may be careful to do according 
to all that is written in it. For then you will make your 
way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 9 
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. 
Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the 
LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” … 5 
Then Joshua said to the people, “Consecrate yourselves, 
for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among you.” 
6 And Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark of the 
covenant and pass on before the people.” So they took 
up the ark of the covenant and went before the people. 
7 The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt 
you in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as 
I was with Moses, so I will be with you. 8 And as for you, 
command the priests who bear the ark of the covenant, 
‘When you come to the brink of the waters of the Jordan, 
you shall stand still in the Jordan.’” … 14 So when the 
people set out from their tents to pass over the Jordan 

with the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the 
people, 15 and as soon as those bearing the ark had come 
as far as the Jordan, and the feet of the priests bearing 
the ark were dipped in the brink of the water (now the 
Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of 
harvest), 16 the waters coming down from above stood 
and rose up in a heap very far away, at Adam, the city 
that is beside Zarethan, and those flowing down toward 
the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely cut 
off. And the people passed over opposite Jericho. 17 Now 
the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the LORD 
stood firmly on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan, 
and all Israel was passing over on dry ground until all 
the nation finished passing over the Jordan. … 20 And 
those twelve stones, which they took out of the Jordan, 
Joshua set up at Gilgal. 21 And he said to the people of 
Israel, “When your children ask their fathers in times to 
come, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 22 then you shall 
let your children know, ‘Israel passed over this Jordan on 
dry ground.’ 23 For the LORD your God dried up the 
waters of the Jordan for you until you passed over, as the 
LORD your God did to the Red Sea, which he dried 
up for us until we passed over, 24 so that all the peoples 
of the earth may know that the hand of the LORD is 
mighty, that you may fear the LORD your God forever.”

Scripture

Joshua 1:6-9; 3:5-8,
14-17; 4:20-24 

Unit .08

Session .01

The Call to 
Courage
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God is 
Omnipotent

God is all-powerful: there is nothing 
God cannot do so long as it does not 
contradict His own nature or law. God has 
power and authority over the universe He 
created, from the largest solar system to 
the smallest particle. Affirming that God 
is all-powerful does not mean that God 
can sin—since that would go against His 
perfect moral nature. As Christians, we 
rest in the belief that the God who has all 
power is good, and we gain great comfort 
by knowing that an all-powerful God is 
working for our good and joy.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

List the duties Joshua was supposed to do in these verses. Next, list God’s 
promises.

How might God’s promises give us 
the courage and strength to move 
forward and persevere? 
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God is 
Omnipotent

God is all-powerful: there is nothing 
God cannot do so long as it does not 
contradict His own nature or law. God has 
power and authority over the universe He 
created, from the largest solar system to 
the smallest particle. Affirming that God 
is all-powerful does not mean that God 
can sin—since that would go against His 
perfect moral nature. As Christians, we 
rest in the belief that the God who has all 
power is good, and we gain great comfort 
by knowing that an all-powerful God is 
working for our good and joy.

Christ Connection
God went before Joshua and the Israelites into the land and showed 
His power to them so they would trust in Him. When Jesus came into 
the world, He showed His power so that we would trust in Him and 
receive salvation through Him.

In what particular area do you need to be strong and courageous to obey 
God this week? 

What promises of God do you need to be strong and courageous to believe? 

Main Point
God’s presence and promises 

empower His people to obedience.
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His Story

What stones of remembrance have you set up, or can you set up, to help you 
remember God through His power and faithfulness? 

How can you use what God has done, your stones of remembrance, to point 
others to the power and beauty of the gospel?
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Our Mission

Head

 What can we learn from this narrative about needing God’s presence when 
facing difficult situations?

 What should our response be when we doubt God’s guidance in our lives? 
 

Heart

 What is the connection between obedience to God and trusting in 
His Word? 

 What word or promise of God are you standing on, or do you need to stand 
on, during this season of life?

Hands

 How does this account teach us to be prepared for God to work in 
might ways?

 What are some examples of things we can do to prepare our hearts for 
God to work? What are some ways we can implement these things in the 
weeks ahead?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

Moses had led the children of Israel for four 
decades. He was the one constant for a people 
who had wandered in the wilderness as an entire 
generation died off. One thing they could depend 
on. And now, he too was gone. The Book of Joshua 
opens by stating his death in a rather matter-of-fact 
manner: Moses was dead and now God spoke to 
Joshua. But we cannot underestimate the impact his 
loss surely had on a people who stood at the border 
of the promised land, preparing to go to war. The 
people were vulnerable, and this could have been a 
crushing blow for them, a demoralizing loss. 

But God, of course, understood. He knew Joshua 
would need encouragement and He knew the 
people would need it as well. But He also knew the 
people needed something else more—much more. 
They needed Him. Good leaders are a gift from 
God. Great leaders are a blessing. But no leader, no 
matter how good he or she might be, is a substitute 
for God Himself. Moses was not who the Israelites 
needed. Joshua was not either. Nor would it be any 
of the judges, Samuel, Saul, David, Solomon, any 
other king, or any prophet. The leader the people 
needed was Christ Jesus—the One who God 
provided to lead us out of bondage of sin and into 
the rest of salvation in Him.

Have you ever lost a significant 
leader? What was the effect of that 
loss on you and others? 

Day 1

Joshua  
1:1-9
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As the children of Israel prepared to enter the land, 
don’t miss God’s promise of the rest they would 
find there (v. 13). Think about it: this was a people 
who had never had rest. Those who were children 
forty years before had left slavery in Egypt where 
there had been no rest. Then for the next forty 
years, they, and all who were born, were always on 
the move. Now, at the border of the promised land, 
they were about to go to war. But God was not just 
going to give them the land, He was going to give 
them rest. 

We know from the Book of Hebrews, that rest in 
the promised land was a shadow of the greater rest 
we find in our salvation in Christ. In Christ, we 
are able, for the first time ever, to cast aside our 
labor—our innumerable attempts to be right with 
God—and rest in Christ instead as recipients of 
forgiveness and righteousness in Him. This is the 
rest our souls need. This is the rest the gospel gives. 

What are some ways that you need to 
stop working and rest in Christ?

Day 2

Joshua  
1:10-18

God was about to do a mighty work before His 
people. They were about to see the swollen banks 
of the Jordan River become dry. They were about 
to cross through the dry riverbed as their parents 
had done forty years before as they passed through 
the Red Sea to escape Pharaoh’s army. But they 
had to do something first. They had to consecrate 
themselves. Why? Because if their minds and hearts 
were not ready—not open to consider the glory of 
God—they would miss it, even if it was right in 
front of their faces. Doubt it? Go back and look 
at what happened to their parents in the Book 
of Exodus. Time after time, they had seen God’s 
mighty hand work, only to miss it because they 
were not in the right heart posture to receive it. 

And the same can be true of us. We, too, need 
to consecrate ourselves day-by-day, moment-by-
moment. God is at work all around us everyday, 
but will we see it? 

What are some ways you can 
consecrate yourself each day to see 
what God is doing and follow Him?

Day 3

Joshua  
3:1-17
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When you first read Joshua 4:14, you might 
reflexively read it a second time. Surely you read 
it incorrectly the first time: God exalted Joshua? 
Shouldn’t it be the other way? The Creator doesn’t 
exalt His creation; creation is to exalt its Creator. 
The key to understanding this verse is to look 
ahead to Joshua 4:24. God exalted Joshua, as He 
had Moses, for a reason: so that He in turn would 
be exalted even more. What the Israelites would see 
Joshua do was not intended to stop there—it was 
to be a conduit pointing people to the One who 
was truly at work: God.  

Do we see ourselves as Joshuas? Do we understand 
that God has positioned us where He has, and how 
He has, for a reason—to glorify God? Or are we 
ever tempted to steal God’s glory instead? To take 
how He has gifted and blessed us and hoard it for 
ourselves? May we hold loosely to our glory and 
tightly to God’s. 

How can you point others to God this 
week through how He has blessed 
and gifted you?

Day 4

Joshua  
4:1-16

We would be wise to understand this passage 
in light of Deuteronomy 6:4-9. In that passage, 
known as the Shema, God had commanded one 
generation to teach the law to the next. But here we 
see that it should not stop there. Each generation 
is also to share what God has done for them. This 
coupling, the words and works of God together, 
provides a fuller picture of who God is and helps 
future generations see His beauty and splendor.  

While the primary context of these two passages 
focuses on parents, it is broader than that. All of 
us are called by God to disciple others and this is 
to be our blueprint of discipleship. We are to teach 
others God’s Word, but we are also to testify to how 
God has been kind to us. We are to talk about His 
provision, His protection, and His power. We are 
to celebrate who He is and what He has done. 

What are some of the “stones of 
remembrance” that you can share 
with others to point them to who God 
is and what He has done? 

Day 5

Joshua  
4:17-24
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8 Before the men[b] lay down, she came up to them on 
the roof 9 and said to the men, “I know that the LORD 
has given you the land, and that the fear of you has fallen 
upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land melt 
away before you. 10 For we have heard how the LORD 
dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you 
came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of 
the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and 
Og, whom you devoted to destruction.11 And as soon 
as we heard it, our hearts melted, and there was no spirit 
left in any man because of you, for the LORD your God, 
he is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath. 
12 Now then, please swear to me by the LORD that, as I 
have dealt kindly with you, you also will deal kindly with 
my father’s house, and give me a sure sign 13 that you 
will save alive my father and mother, my brothers and 
sisters, and all who belong to them, and deliver our lives 
from death.” … 15 On the seventh day they rose early, 
at the dawn of day, and marched around the city in the 
same manner seven times. It was only on that day that 
they marched around the city seven times. 16 And at the 
seventh time, when the priests had blown the trumpets, 
Joshua said to the people, “Shout, for the LORD has 
given you the city. 17 And the city and all that is within 
it shall be devoted to the LORD for destruction. Only 
Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her in her 

house shall live, because she hid the messengers whom 
we sent. … 20 So the people shouted, and the trumpets 
were blown. As soon as the people heard the sound of the 
trumpet, the people shouted a great shout, and the wall 
fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, 
every man straight before him, and they captured the 
city. 21 Then they devoted all in the city to destruction, 
both men and women, young and old, oxen, sheep, 
and donkeys, with the edge of the sword. 22 But to 
the two men who had spied out the land, Joshua said, 
“Go into the prostitute’s house and bring out from there 
the woman and all who belong to her, as you swore to 
her.” 23 So the young men who had been spies went in 
and brought out Rahab and her father and mother and 
brothers and all who belonged to her. And they brought 
all her relatives and put them outside the camp of Israel. 
24 And they burned the city with fire, and everything 
in it. Only the silver and gold, and the vessels of bronze 
and of iron, they put into the treasury of the house of 
the LORD. 25 But Rahab the prostitute and her father’s 
household and all who belonged to her, Joshua saved 
alive. And she has lived in Israel to this day, because she 
hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.

Scripture

Joshua 2:8-13; 
6:15-17, 20-25

Unit .08

Session .02

The Promise
of Victory
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People of God

Scripture describes the church as “the 
people of God” (2 Cor. 6:16). Comprised 
of both Jew and Gentile, the church is 
created by God through the atoning death 
of Christ. The term “church” is used in 
two senses—of individual local churches 
composed of people who have covenanted 
together under the lordship of Christ 
and of the universal church composed 
of all believers in Christ in all times. As 
the people of God, the church seeks to 
live under God’s ruling care while we are 
protected and cared for by Him.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

What do you “know” about the Lord? In what ways might you feel like you 
understand God without “knowing” Him?

Describe the moment you went 
from merely knowing about God to 
placing your life in His hands?
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People of God

Scripture describes the church as “the 
people of God” (2 Cor. 6:16). Comprised 
of both Jew and Gentile, the church is 
created by God through the atoning death 
of Christ. The term “church” is used in 
two senses—of individual local churches 
composed of people who have covenanted 
together under the lordship of Christ 
and of the universal church composed 
of all believers in Christ in all times. As 
the people of God, the church seeks to 
live under God’s ruling care while we are 
protected and cared for by Him.

Christ Connection
Rahab recognized God’s future victory and appealed to the spies for 
mercy so she would be spared from the coming destruction. When 
Jericho fell, Rahab received mercy and was brought in to become part 
of the people of God. Whoever trusts in Jesus and appeals to Him for 
mercy is spared from the judgment of sin and is brought in to become 
part the church. 

Have you ever questioned something you sensed God leading you to do? If 
so, how did you respond?

What questions do you think you might have had after hearing Joshua’s 
instructions? 

Main Point
God responds to whoever 

calls on His mercy.

When have you trusted in God and later saw Him come through in a powerful 
way? How did you feel? 
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In Defense

When it comes to the driving out of these people groups from the promised land, 
it is important to remember that God was willing to wait about 430 years because 
“the iniquity of the Amorites [a Canaanite people group] has not yet reached its 
full measure” (Gen. 15:16). In other words, Israel’s conquering of this land was 
a form of judgment by God in light of the people’s sins. And to demonstrate the 
long-suffering patience of God, He waited more than four hundred before finally 
judging them for their unrepentant sins. 

What kind of wickedness did the Canaanites keep pursuing? All kinds of sexual 
sin, even as far as incest and bestiality, in addition to child sacrifice (Lev. 18:20-
30), among others. According to one biblical scholar, “The evidence for profound 
moral corruption was abundant. God considered them ripe for divine judgment, 
which would be carried out in keeping with God’s saving purposes in history.” 

Not only that, but in regard to the seemingly harsh language of destroying everyone, 
“the average person isn’t going to pick up on the fact that this stereotypical ancient 
Near Eastern language actually describes attacks on military forts or garrisons, not 
general populations that included women and children. There is no archaeological 
evidence of civilian populations at Jericho or Ai. ... The use of ‘women’ and ‘young 
and old’ was merely stock ancient Near Eastern language that could be used even 
if women and young and old weren’t living there. The language of ‘all’ (‘men 
and women’) at Jericho and Ai is a ‘stereotypical expression for the destruction 
of all human life in the fort, presumably composed entirely of combatants.’” 

His Story

What are some ways that God has showed you unexpected kindness, mercy, 
and grace that exceeded your expectations?
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Our Mission

Head

 How does Rahab’s story reflect our own? 

 How have you seen your understanding of God and your faith grow and 
mature since you first believed? 

Heart

 What does this story teach us about trusting God and His plan for 
our lives?

 How have you seen God use you and your experiences for His glory? 

Hands

 How is God’s grace on display in this story? 

 How can Rahab’s story challenge us when it comes to sharing the gospel 
with others today?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

Forty years before, twelve spies, including Joshua, 
had gone into the land. This time, it would not 
be twelve spies, but two. And this time, the spies’ 
mission was not to scout the land to help determine 
the probability of victory; it was to scout the land, 
namely Jericho, to help determine the strategy for 
victory. The victory had been promised by God and 
this time the Israelites being led by the two faithful 
spies of the previous generation would enter the 
land in a posture of trust. 

In this passage we are reminded that actions 
can be misleading. Both Moses’ generation and 
Joshua’s generation of Israelites began with the 
same action—from the outside they looked to be 
mirroring one another. However, the intent of their 
actions was very different. At best, the intent of 
Moses’ spies was to act for faith—to find evidence 
that would help them develop trust in God. The 
intent of Joshua’s spies, on the other hand, was to 
act from faith—to find what God had given them 
and perhaps how He had given it to them. Similar 
actions; different motivations. One scouting 
trip was done honoring God, the other rebelling 
against Him. 

When have your actions seemed right 
from the outside, but you performed 
them with the wrong intentions or 
motivations? What happened? 

Day 1

Joshua  
2:1-7
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Word had traveled fast about what God had done 
for the Israelites. Rahab and the rest of the people of 
Jericho had heard about God drying up the waters 
of the Jordan River. They had heard of God giving 
the Israelites victory over the Amorites. And they 
believed. But while the people of Jericho believed 
in fear, Rahab believed in faith, which would lead 
to her deliverance from the coming judgment and 
inclusion with the people of God.  

In these verses, we are reminded of the power of 
a testimony. Word of what God had done had 
traveled to Jericho because someone, somewhere, 
had told others what he or she had witnessed. It 
may have been one person; it may have been 
several people, or even many people, but someone’s 
testimony ended up in Rahab’s ears and led to her 
faith in God. And that is what we are called to do 
today as followers of Christ—we are to declare 
what God has done in Christ to others, trusting in 
God for our testimony to bear fruit. 

What has God done, or is He doing 
right now, that you can tell someone 
else about today?

Day 2

Joshua  
2:8-24

Notice the verb tense the Lord used in verse 2. He 
used the past tense to speak of a future event. We 
know that God did not make a grammar mistake 
here; there is a reason why He used the past tense 
in this way here. He was affirming His sovereign 
authority over the situation. He was speaking of the 
future victory He will give Joshua and the Israelites 
in the past tense, because He had already willed it to 
happen and nothing can stop Him from bringing 
to pass what He wills. God’s choice of verb tense 
was to reveal His identity to Joshua and to give 
Joshua courage.  

We see something similar in Jesus’ high priestly 
prayer in John 17. In verse 4, Jesus said to the 
Father, “I have glorified you on earth by completing 
the work you gave me to do.” Here, we see Jesus 
used the past tense to speak of a future event; in 
this case, the cross. Just as Jericho’s fall was sure in 
Joshua 6, so was Jesus’ lifting up on the cross in 
John 17. 

What sure promises of God do you 
need to rest in today?

Day 3

Joshua  
6:1-14

UNIT EIGHT  |  SESSION TWO  |  53



The Jericho account in the opening chapters of the 
Book of Joshua is full of faith, with Rahab’s and 
Joshua’s faith rising to the top. But we have to be 
careful not to miss another great example of faith: 
that of the Israelite soldiers. Here we see an army 
ready to go to war and likely full of a mixture of 
anticipation and nervousness. And yet, for six days, 
God had them take a stroll around their enemy’s 
fortified city. Surely, this was frustrating for the 
Israelite soldiers. Perhaps even demoralizing as they 
had six good, long, close looks at their enemy’s 
defenses. They could see the thickness and height 
of the city walls. They could appreciate the size of 
the city they walked around. Perhaps they even saw 
and heard the enemy troops as well. 

Then, finally, on the seventh day, they were called 
to action—although it was not the action a soldier 
would expect. It must not have made much sense to 
the Israelite soldiers. It must have been frustrating. 
And yet, they did exactly what God had called 
them to do—in obedience and in faith. Sometimes 
God calls us to act in faith; at other times, like here, 
He calls on us not to act, in faith. 

Consider a time in your life when 
God’s plan was simply to move. How 
willing were you to follow His simple 
instruction? Why? 

Day 4

Joshua  
6:15-21

The battle was over. The once thriving, formidable 
city of Jericho was now a smoldering mound of 
ruins. But Joshua wasn’t done with Jericho just 
yet. It wasn’t enough that the city was destroyed, 
he cursed the pile of ruins declaring that anyone 
who attempted to rebuild it would suffer greatly. 
This was not just an end for Jericho—it was to be 
the end. 

But the end of Jericho was also a beginning for 
Rahab and her family. And in the same way, 
Rahab’s beginning was not just a beginning, it was 
the beginning. Her old self was as dead as the city 
she was leaving behind, and she was now part of 
God’s people. Her faith in God had given her a new 
life. Her life was changed forever in this one event. 

We see here a word picture of the power of God to 
change us by grace through faith. When we trust 
in Christ, our old self is put to death and we have 
been giving new life in Christ. 

How do you tend to live as your old, 
dead self at times? Why? How do you 
fail to live as your new self at times? 
Why? 

Day 5

Joshua  
6:22-27
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1 As soon as Adoni-zedek, king of Jerusalem, heard 
how Joshua had captured Ai and had devoted it to 
destruction, doing to Ai and its king as he had done to 
Jericho and its king, and how the inhabitants of Gibeon 
had made peace with Israel and were among them, 2 he 
feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, like one 
of the royal cities, and because it was greater than Ai, 
and all its men were warriors. 3 So Adoni-zedek king 
of Jerusalem sent to Hoham king of Hebron, to Piram 
king of Jarmuth, to Japhia king of Lachish, and to Debir 
king of Eglon, saying, 4 “Come up to me and help me, 
and let us strike Gibeon. For it has made peace with 
Joshua and with the people of Israel.” 5 Then the five 
kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of 
Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and 
the king of Eglon, gathered their forces and went up with 
all their armies and encamped against Gibeon and made 
war against it. 6 And the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua 
at the camp in Gilgal, saying, “Do not relax your hand 
from your servants. Come up to us quickly and save us 
and help us, for all the kings of the Amorites who dwell 
in the hill country are gathered against us.” 7 So Joshua 
went up from Gilgal, he and all the people of war with 
him, and all the mighty men of valor. 8 And the LORD 
said to Joshua, “Do not fear them, for I have given them 
into your hands. Not a man of them shall stand before 

you.” 9 So Joshua came upon them suddenly, having 
marched up all night from Gilgal. 10 And the LORD 
threw them into a panic before Israel, who struck them 
with a great blow at Gibeon and chased them by the 
way of the ascent of Beth-horon and struck them as far 
as Azekah and Makkedah. 11 And as they fled before 
Israel, while they were going down the ascent of Beth-
horon, the LORD threw down large stones from heaven 
on them as far as Azekah, and they died. There were 
more who died because of the hailstones than the sons 
of Israel killed with the sword. 12 At that time Joshua 
spoke to the LORD in the day when the LORD gave 
the Amorites over to the sons of Israel, and he said in the 
sight of Israel, “Sun, stand still at Gibeon, and moon, in 
the Valley of Aijalon.” 13 And the sun stood still, and the 
moon stopped, until the nation took vengeance on their 
enemies. Is this not written in the Book of Jashar? The 
sun stopped in the midst of heaven and did not hurry 
to set for about a whole day. 14 There has been no day 
like it before or since, when the LORD heeded the voice 
of a man, for the LORD fought for Israel. 15 So Joshua 
returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal. 
… 23 So Joshua took the whole land, according to all 
that the LORD had spoken to Moses. And Joshua gave 
it for an inheritance to Israel according to their tribal 
allotments. And the land had rest from war.

Scripture

Joshua 10:1-15; 11:23 

Unit .08

Session .03

The Provision 
of Peace
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Miracles

A miracle is an event in which God makes 
an exception to the natural order of 
things, or supersedes natural laws, for the 
purpose of demonstrating His glory and/
or validating His message. Miracles are 
recorded throughout Scripture; miraculous 
signs and wonders were oftentimes evident 
when a prophet or an apostle was speaking 
God’s message to the people. Because 
we believe God to be all-powerful and 
personally involved in this world, we 
believe He can and does perform miracles.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

What are some ways we tend to try to “play it safe” today, even if that path 
takes us away from God? 

How is it comforting to know that 
God can be glorified and bring good 
from anything, even our mistakes?
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Christ Connection
God fought for Joshua and the Israelites, giving them victory over their 
enemies and peace in the land. God has provided victory over sin and 
death for us through His Son’s death and resurrection. Through Jesus 
we have peace with God. 

What are some promises of Scripture that keep you brave in the face 
of battles?

How have you seen and experienced God’s power and what have you learned 
from those experiences?

 

Main Point
God fights for His people  

to provide the victory.
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In Defense

Regarding Joshua 10:9-15, interpreters have proposed four major explanations 
of this passage: (1) the earth stopped its rotation, (2) a solar eclipse occurred, 
(3) an astrological omen took place, or (4) the passage is figurative, not literal. 
The second option is not plausible because the text does not state that the sun 
and moon darkened; they continued to shine but stopped moving (the verbal 
root dmm is best translated “to cease”). The third option suggests that Joshua 
employed a pagan form of prayer based upon the practice, found in other ancient 
Near Eastern cultures, of reading omens in the movement of heavenly bodies. 
This option is inconsistent with Joshua’s faithfulness to the Lord. The fourth 
option is not credible because vv. 13-14 state clearly that the sun and moon 
stopped their motion. The best way to understand these events is to accept the 
first option, according to the plain reading of the text. Through alteration of 
the earth’s rotation the apparent movement of the sun and moon across the 
sky was halted. The urban legend that Princeton scientists or NASA computers 
have “discovered” Joshua’s long day has circulated for more than a half century. 
Though baseless, this fictitious “scientific” explanation is still widely promoted. 
The Apologetics Study Bible

His Story

What Joshua-style prayer might you need to utter to God today?
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Our Mission

Head

What are some things the Israelites were reminded about in this account 
regarding God and His character?

Why is the fact that God is omnipotent a good reminder for people?  

Heart

What are some battles we face today as Christians? 

Why is it important that we approach sin within our lives in terms of 
a battle? 

Hands

What are some important reminders we need to recall as we face our own 
battles in life?

What does Christ’s victory have to do with the battles we face today?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

Just as Joshua and the Israelites did not turn their 
backs on the Gibeonites—they had given them 
their word and whether they liked it or not, they 
were going to maintain their relationship even if it 
was difficult. We have been called to do the same. 
Consider this: 

• You may be your Gibeon’s only friend. The 
Gibeonites were destined to destruction without 
Israel’s help. Israel felt that they didn’t need 
Gibeon, but Gibeon sure needed Israel. 

• God put you in the path of your Gibeon. In 
this account, we see that God was providentially 
working through Israel’s strained alliance with 
Gibeon. The same is true with your Gibeon. God 
has placed you in relationship for a purpose—
don’t forget that. 

• You need your Gibeon. God knows your 
shortfalls, and though you think you have it all 
together, you don’t. None of us do. And one of 
our greatest failings is loving others. This is where 
our Gibeons are so helpful. We likely don’t need 
them for friendship or protection, but to keep 
us humble. To teach us how to love sacrificially 
and selflessly. 

Who is your Gibeon? What can you do 
this week to reflect the love of Christ 
to him or her? 

Day 1

Joshua  
10:1-8
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“But God.” Pause right there and think about that 
phrase. How many stories in Scripture turn on a 
dime because of these two words? How many Old 
Testament passages heap hopelessness upon us until 
we read these two beautiful words? And how many 
testimonies in your life could be told that hinge on 
the words, “but God”?  

Though the words “but God” don’t appear in this 
passage, these verses whisper its truth. The Israelites 
faced a formidable foe, “but God” would be the 
key to their victory. He was the One who cast the 
enemy into confusion. He was the One who threw 
hailstones at the enemy. He was the One who 
halted the sun in its place. 

Likewise, “but God” is the key to our victories, 
both internal and external. “But God” is what takes 
hold of our sour attitude and gives us love in its 
place. “But God” is what gives us the courage to 
stand on the gospel when the culture around us 
pushes back. “But God” is what enables us to cling 
to our faith even in the darkest nights of pain and 
suffering. “But God” is the power of God working 
the gospel in us and through us. (See Eph. 2:1-10.)

What is your “but God” testimony? 
Who have you shared it with 
recently? 

Day 2

Joshua  
10:9-15

Once the alliance of five kings was routed, the 
other cities in the southern half of the promised 
land fell in rapid sequence, like dominoes. It might 
be tempting to read through this passage rapidly, 
with eyes glazed over. It’s challenging to find 
meaning in such an abstract, sterile account of the 
southern campaign. But don’t do it! Appreciate the 
rapid pace of this part of the conquest because it 
will help you understand the importance of verse 
43—after the southern cities were defeated, Joshua 
and the Israelites returned to their camp at Gilgal, 
presumably to rest. 

Yes, God had been the One delivering victory after 
victory. And yes, there was still work to be done—
the northern cities had to be defeated so that all 
of the land would be Israel’s possession. But God’s 
people needed rest. Just as God established Sabbath 
rest in the creation account and just as Israel 
abstained from collecting manna on the Sabbath, 
we see here a reminder of our limits as people. Even 
while doing the Lord’s work, we need to find time 
to rest. 

How do you guard time to rest as a 
rhythm of life? Do you tend to fall 
more toward working too much or 
resting too much? Why? 

Day 3

Joshua  
10:16-43
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Forty years before the Israelites entered into the 
promised land their parents had been given the 
same opportunity, but their faithlessness resulted 
in them missing out. As we know, that generation 
refused to enter into the land and was instead forced 
to wander in the wilderness until they all died off. 

In verse 15, we see how Joshua and the next 
generation were wise not to repeat the same 
mistake of faithlessness. At the conclusion of the 
conquest, we read that Joshua was faithful to 
obey all God had commanded which led to the 
successful conquest of the land. God was not just 
after a portion of faithful obedience, He was after 
full faithful obedience. Each battle and each step 
in each battle was a step of faith for Joshua and the 
Israelites. They could not have picked and chosen 
which steps to take and which not to take. They 
had to walk fully in faith, and when they did, they 
were successful. God was not after their obedience 
in isolation—just as He is not after ours. Instead, 
He is after our faith, which is made known through 
our obedience. 

In what areas of your life are you 
struggling to walk fully in faith? 
Why? What steps can you take 
toward more faithfulness? 

Day 4

Joshua  
11:1-23

Thirty-one kings. Each one listed and counted as 
“one” in Joshua 12:9-24. It might be helpful to read 
these verses aloud to appreciate the repetition and 
the cadence. That is what we need to feel as we read 
these verses; we need to appreciate the scope of the 
victory God had given His people. A nation of the 
children of slaves had entered into the promised 
land—a choice land with many cities defended by 
mighty armies—and defeated each enemy that was 
before them. Thirty-one of them to be precise. But, 
also to be precise, Israel did not win any of these 
victories: God had won each one of them through 
Israel and for Israel. This is what God wanted the 
people to remember. He wanted them to be able to 
look back on the conquest and not remember one 
convoluted victory. He wanted them to remember 
precisely what He had done to give them the 
victory—what He had done thirty-one times. Each 
fallen king was a testament to God’s power and a 
reminder of His provision for His people. That is 
what they would need to remember.

What have you done to record and 
remember the many victories God 
has won for you?

Day 5

Joshua  
12:1-24
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8 And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, 
died at the age of 110 years. 9 And they buried him within 
the boundaries of his inheritance in Timnath-heres, in 
the hill country of Ephraim, north of the mountain of 
Gaash. 10 And all that generation also were gathered to 
their fathers. And there arose another generation after 
them who did not know the LORD or the work that 
he had done for Israel. 11 And the people of Israel did 
what was evil in the sight of the LORD and served the 
Baals. 12 And they abandoned the LORD, the God of 
their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of 
Egypt. They went after other gods, from among the gods 
of the peoples who were around them, and bowed down 
to them. And they provoked the LORD to anger. 13 
They abandoned the LORD and served the Baals and 
the Ashtaroth. 14 So the anger of the LORD was kindled 
against Israel, and he gave them over to plunderers, who 
plundered them. And he sold them into the hand of 
their surrounding enemies, so that they could no longer 

withstand their enemies.15 Whenever they marched out, 
the hand of the LORD was against them for harm, as 
the LORD had warned, and as the LORD had sworn 
to them. And they were in terrible distress. 16 Then 
the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the 
hand of those who plundered them. 17 Yet they did not 
listen to their judges, for they whored after other gods 
and bowed down to them. They soon turned aside from 
the way in which their fathers had walked, who had 
obeyed the commandments of the LORD, and they did 
not do so. 18 Whenever the LORD raised up judges for 
them, the LORDwas with the judge, and he saved them 
from the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge. 
For the LORD was moved to pity by their groaning 
because of those who afflicted and oppressed them. 19 
But whenever the judge died, they turned back and were 
more corrupt than their fathers, going after other gods, 
serving them and bowing down to them. They did not 
drop any of their practices or their stubborn ways.

Scripture

Judges 2:8-19 

Unit .09

Session .01

The Pattern of 
Rebellion
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Sin as Idolatry

Sin is not only a physical act of rebellion 
against God, such as lying or stealing, but 
it is also a matter of the heart. The physical 
displays of sin are the fruit of what has 
been birthed in the heart of a person 
(Matt. 15:10-20). In Scripture, idolatry 
usually refers to bowing down to a statue 
made of wood or gold, worshiping created 
things instead of the Creator. But idolatry 
can take on more subtle forms: a seeking 
of approval, security, power, pleasure, etc. 
We can diagnose the idolatry of our heart 
by examining the areas where the desires 
of our heart have turned into idolatrous 
demands (Jas. 4:1-2).

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

What can we do to make sure we don’t forget God’s past work in our lives 
and in the lives of others?

What are some ways we are tempted 
to do what is right in our own eyes? 
What are some examples of our 
culture living this way? 
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Sin as Idolatry

Sin is not only a physical act of rebellion 
against God, such as lying or stealing, but 
it is also a matter of the heart. The physical 
displays of sin are the fruit of what has 
been birthed in the heart of a person 
(Matt. 15:10-20). In Scripture, idolatry 
usually refers to bowing down to a statue 
made of wood or gold, worshiping created 
things instead of the Creator. But idolatry 
can take on more subtle forms: a seeking 
of approval, security, power, pleasure, etc. 
We can diagnose the idolatry of our heart 
by examining the areas where the desires 
of our heart have turned into idolatrous 
demands (Jas. 4:1-2).

Christ Connection
The judges saved people from the consequences of their sin but could 
not change the cause of their sin. Jesus is the Savior and Judge who 
takes upon Himself the consequences for our sin and then offers us 
new hearts that seek His righteousness.

When have you experienced the discipline of God? How did you respond?  

Main Point
God disciplines His people when 
they turn from Him and do what 

they think is right in their own eyes.
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His Story

How has God shown you love, mercy, and forgiveness even when you were 
living in willful disobedience? 

Where do you see idolatry in our culture today? What can you do to address 
these idols and show that Jesus is better?
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Our Mission

Head

What does this history in Judges teach us regarding the connection 
between belief and obedience? 

What are some things you say you believe but struggle to live out in faith? 

Heart

According to passages covered in this session, sin doesn’t stop people 
from worshiping, but instead distorts worship. What are some ways we see 
sin redirect people’s worship away from God today? 

What are some ways to prevent our hearts from being redirected to these 
false idols?

Hands

How might have things been different if the previous generation were 
faithful to disciple the next generation in the faith? 

What are you doing to strengthen your faith and the faith of other believers 
around you?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

As the rest of events in the Book of Judges unfolded, 
we witness Israel’s slow fade from triumphant 
living to disobedient laziness. They had started 
so strong: the Israelites had sought the Lord’s 
direction and obeyed Him and because of this, 
they were triumphant over their enemies and they 
conquered the land. But it takes continuing faith 
and obedience, not one-time faith and obedience 
to live out God’s plan. Faith and obedience were 
not just necessary to enter the land and conquer 
it; they were just as necessary to live in the land 
and defend it. But instead, we encounter at least 
eight instances of disobedience in verses 21-36. 
Rather than believing and obeying, they decided to 
let their enemies remain in the land—in complete 
disobedience to God. At least eight times when 
God’s people rested from their faith in God, rather 
than resting in their faith in God. 

It’s tempting to wag our fingers at the Israelites, but 
we shouldn’t be so fast to do so. Instead, we should 
ask ourselves a question—a challenging one: are we 
any different? How prone are we to rest in a single 
act of faith or obedience? How often do we obey 
half-way? How many times do we see victories in 
our lives give way to defeat not because God has 
failed us, but because our faith has faltered?  

In what area of your life do you 
struggle to believe and obey? 

Day 1

Judges  
1:1-36
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God may very well have a sense of humor—just 
look at the giraffe—but He does not joke around. 
God knew the Israelites well; they were part of His 
creation and He had made them His people. He 
had delivered them from slavery and returned them 
to the land He had first given to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. He had guided them in the conquest of 
that land, going before them in battle as a Warrior, 
and He had given them the victory. 

And all He expected in return was their allegiance. 
He had told them—many times—how to live and 
that the consequences of disobedience would be 
the removal of His presence and His power.

Over and over again, God had made a very direct 
connection between Israel’s obedience and victory 
over their enemies. So it should have been no 
surprise that when the Israelites failed to do what 
He had called them to do—when they disobeyed—
God  merely did what He said He would do: His 
presence and power were removed and Israel was 
defeated by their enemies.

The faithfulness of God extends not only to His 
love and mercy, but to the consequences of sin. The 
God who is so faithful to provide, is just as faithful 
to discipline. Israel should have known this, and we 
should too. 

How have you experienced God’s 
faithfulness in disciplining you for 
your disobedience?

Day 2

Judges  
2:1-13

It’s captivating to watch a small fire burn. Whether 
at a campfire or a backyard hotdog roast, many 
of us enjoy sitting around, watching the fire start, 
grow, and burn away.

Judges 2:14 opens by describing the Lord’s anger 
burning against Israel. God’s anger didn’t spring 
up overnight. Like a campfire, it started slowly 
and grew through time, in proportion to Israel’s 
growing sinfulness. 

We’ll never be sinless in this life, but we can, and 
need to, be aware of our sin so we can deal with 
it early. In Christ, our sin is forgiven, but it is not 
without consequence, not without discipline from 
God. When we ask the Lord to show us our sin, He 
will, so we can know of our sin, repent of our sin, 
and bask in God’s grace and forgiveness that has 
quenched the flames.

When was the last time you invited 
God to reveal sin in your life? Why not 
do that right now?

Day 3

Judges  
2:14-15
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There are words in Scripture that soothe and 
comfort us: “The Lord is my shepherd” (Ps. 23:1). “I 
am with you always,” (Matt. 28:20). “Find rest for 
your souls,” (Matt. 11:29). Then there are words in 
Scripture that provoke and unsettle us. Judges 2:17 
tells us that God’s chosen people “did not listen 
to their judges.” The reason these words should 
disturb us and drive us to reflection, is because they 
follow this statement: “The Lord raised up judges,” 
(Judg. 2:16). Israel refused to listen to the very ones 
God had sent to rescue them. They spurned God’s 
good gift. 

Who has God put into your life to speak truth to 
you? The obvious answers include pastors, mentors, 
and teachers. Sometimes, though, God speaks to us 
in a worship song, a morning devotional, a stranger, 
or even a child. God is still raising up people in our 
lives, but will we listen?

What might God be telling you 
through the people He has raised up 
and put into your life? 

Day 4

Judges  
2:16-23

Sometimes when we are in the midst of a trial, we 
pray for God to show what we need to do to make 
it stop. What will bring the struggle to an end? But 
sometimes, God’s answer is, “nothing.” There is 
nothing we can do to end the trial; we will have to 
continue enduring it. Why is that?

Consider Judges 3:1-2 where it talks about the 
nations the Lord left in order to test all those in 
Israel who had experienced none of the wars in 
Canaan. This was to teach the future generations of 
the Israelites how to fight in battle, especially those 
who had not fought before.

Could it be that God allows us to sit in our trials 
and suffering at times because He is preparing us 
for something else? The best person to minister to 
the wounded is someone who has been wounded. 
So, when you experience intense pain, fear of the 
future, anxiety, sleepless nights, or other trials, 
ask God to help you remember what you’re going 
through. Don’t pray that it is put behind you; pray 
that it is remembered by you. Ask God to write it 
on your mind and your heart so that you will be 
ready to speak truth and empathy into another life 
when you find yourself safely on the other side, or 
even before.

Who has helped you through a 
struggle because they could relate 
with you? How can you help someone 
because of what you have faced, or 
are facing?

Day 5

Judges  
3:1-31
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4 Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, 
was judging Israel at that time. 5 She used to sit under 
the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the 
hill country of Ephraim, and the people of Israel came up 
to her for judgment.6 She sent and summoned Barak the 
son of Abinoam from Kedesh-naphtali and said to him, 
“Has not the LORD, the God of Israel, commanded you, 
‘Go, gather your men at Mount Tabor, taking 10,000 
from the people of Naphtali and the people of Zebulun. 
7 And I will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, 
to meet you by the river Kishon with his chariots and his 
troops, and I will give him into your hand’?” … 14 And 
Deborah said to Barak, “Up! For this is the day in which 
the LORD has given Sisera into your hand. Does not the 
LORD go out before you?” So Barak went down from 
Mount Tabor with 10,000 men following him. 15 And 
the LORD routed Sisera and all his chariots and all his 
army before Barak by the edge of the sword. And Sisera 
got down from his chariot and fled away on foot. 16 And 
Barak pursued the chariots and the army to Harosheth-

hagoyim, and all the army of Sisera fell by the edge of the 
sword; not a man was left. … 1 Then sang Deborah and 
Barak the son of Abinoam on that day: 2 “That the leaders 
took the lead in Israel, that the people offered themselves 
willingly, bless the LORD! 3 “Hear, O kings; give ear, 
O princes; to the LORD I will sing; I will make melody 
to the LORD, the God of Israel. 4 “LORD, when you 
went out from Seir, when you marched from the region 
of Edom, the earth trembled and the heavens dropped, 
yes, the clouds dropped water. 5 The mountains quaked 
before the LORD, even Sinai before the LORD, the God 
of Israel. … 9 My heart goes out to the commanders 
of Israel who offered themselves willingly among the 
people. Bless the LORD. 10 “Tell of it, you who ride on 
white donkeys, you who sit on rich carpets and you who 
walk by the way. 11 To the sound of musicians at the 
watering places, there they repeat the righteous triumphs 
of the LORD, the righteous triumphs of his villagers in 
Israel. “Then down to the gates marched the people of 
the LORD.

Scripture

Judges 4:4-7,14-16;  
5:1-5,9-11 

Unit .09

Session .02

The Wisdom 
of a Deliverer
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Faith

Biblical faith is the resting, or trusting, 
in Christ alone for salvation (John 3:16-
21). More than being simply a mental 
agreement of historical facts, genuine faith 
begins with a recognition and confession 
of the truth of the gospel (1 John 4:13-
16), followed by a receiving of Christ as 
Lord and Savior of one’s life (John 1:10-
13). Biblical faith is not blind faith, for 
it rests on the historical life, death, and 
resurrection of Christ.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

What limits or conditions do we tend to put on our obedience to God? Why? 

When has God laid out a clear plan 
for you to follow? How did you 
respond?
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Faith

Biblical faith is the resting, or trusting, 
in Christ alone for salvation (John 3:16-
21). More than being simply a mental 
agreement of historical facts, genuine faith 
begins with a recognition and confession 
of the truth of the gospel (1 John 4:13-
16), followed by a receiving of Christ as 
Lord and Savior of one’s life (John 1:10-
13). Biblical faith is not blind faith, for 
it rests on the historical life, death, and 
resurrection of Christ.

Christ Connection
Deborah was the chosen leader of God who ruled with wisdom to rescue 
her people. Her life points forward to Jesus Christ, the Wonderful 
Counselor whose kingdom is marked by justice and righteousness.

How do you typically respond when you are facing what seem to be 
impossible odds? 

Main Point
God equips His people with gifts to be 

used for His glory and for their good.
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His Story

What situations are you facing today that might make you fearful? What 
does your first step of faith look like?

 How does knowing that God is with you help you remain faithful to Him?
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Our Mission

Head

Why is it important to remember that victory belongs to God when the 
odds are stacked against us?

How do we tend to look at the “odds” of victory in the battles we face?

Heart

What does the song of Deborah and Barak teach us about worshiping God 
through song today? 

Where and how can you praise God this week in your normal rhythm of life?

Hands

In verses 14-16, what did Deborah do for Barak? How can this be a powerful 
weapon used in the service of others? 

 What can we do to better encourage one another toward deeper 
dependence on God and faithfulness to Him?

UNIT NINE  |  SESSION TWO  |  83



The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

Judges 4:1-7 talks about Israel again doing what 
was evil in God’s eyes. Does that word haunt you? 
It should. Like an accusing finger, the word “again” 
forces us to look deep within ourselves and ask God 
to uncover the areas where we fall short…again. 
Areas we are refusing to hand over to God and are 
instead pursuing our own pleasure and glory or are 
trying to find victory in our own power…again.

These agains are never in God’s plan. The agains of 
sin remind us that we are not letting the power of 
God, through the Holy Spirit, live fully in us. It’s 
not that we’re not trying hard enough; in fact, it 
may be that we’re trying too hard in our own power 
(Eph. 6:10).

God has promised His presence and His power. 
Even when we suffer for our agains, He has already 
made plans for our triumph and His glory. And He 
is right there pouring out His mercy, grace, love 
and forgiveness over us… again.

What are the “again” sins in your life? 
How can you surrender that area of 
your life to God’s control? 

Day 1

Judges 4:1-7
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Jael’s story is one of proving one’s allegiance. Her 
husband Heber had chosen to leave his people, the 
Kenites, and live among King Jabin of Canaan, 
who opposed God and His people. And though 
Scripture does not tell us what Jael thought of God 
and God’s people, her actions do.

We can only imagine Jabin, wild-eyed and 
panicked, fleeing the battle, as he sought safety 
in the tent of his friend Heber. Jael, innocent and 
hospitable, invites him in. And then drives a tent 
peg through his temple, proving the Bible is not for 
the feint of heart.

Many times, as Christians, we talk about what 
we believe. We are quick to read books, attend 
church gatherings, and say we’re praying. But do 
our actions point to the life-changing power of the 
gospel? Does our daily living reveal our faith? 

So the question becomes: How much like Jael 
are we? Are our actions proving our allegiance to 
Christ? Are we loving the left-out, helping the 
hopeless, and comforting the crushed? Or are our 
actions betraying our claims to be followers of 
Christ? 

Where is God calling you to take a 
stand for Him? What in your life is 
demonstrating your faith? 

Day 2

Judges 4:8-23

Over time, we tend to exaggerate what was good in 
the past as we simultaneously forget its pains and 
problems. The “good ole days” are often tinted by 
the rose-colored glasses of nostalgia that we choose 
to wear. 

But sometimes we are wise to look back objectively 
and say, “Look where we’ve come from! Look at 
how hard things were—how much we messed 
things up—and yet how kind God has been to 
bring us to where we are today.” Because in doing 
so, we are more able to see God’s grace in our lives. 

Deborah’s song vividly recalls the hardest times 
in Judges 5:6-8: deserted main roads and villages, 
travelers afraid to be seen. War followed. Surely all 
the Israelites remembered the strain and trials.

We can do the same. When the past comes to mind 
and the pain comes with it, we can praise God for 
the fact that we’re not there anymore. How did He 
give comfort and peace? Who did He provide to 
walk through those times together? How can we 
praise Him today for yesterday’s troubles? Or if we 
are still in that season, we can praise God that He 
has not abandoned us along the way. 

How can you see God’s hand in 
your past, even in the most difficult 
times? How can you rejoice in Him for 
that today? 

Day 3

Judges 5:1-11
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The Israelites were singing a song about Barak in 
Judges 5:12-23.

Barak, the leader of the Israelite army whose fears 
were real. The military man who refused to go 
into battle alone and demanded that Deborah go 
with him. In the midst of all his faults, the song 
remembers the victory: his prisoners (v. 12) and his 
leadership (v. 15) made it in the annals of history.

The grace and favor we find in Barak’s story reminds 
us that we can cut others—and ourselves—a 
little slack for our moments of fear. Despite his 
shortcomings, Barak believed with the little faith 
he could muster, and God used it to bring victory 
over one of the most feared armies of the day. 

We’re rarely going to get it all right, but the faith of 
a mustard seed is all we need to see God triumph. 
He will lead and He will provide; we just need to 
believe. The victory depends on Him, not us. 

Where do you need to show mercy to 
yourself and others? 

Day 4

Judges 5:12-23

Verse 24 says that Jael is the most blessed among 
women. But before her encounter with Sisera, we 
knew nothing of this woman. We don’t know about 
her history, or her passions, or her children, or her 
gifts. 

But we do know she was familiar with wielding a 
hammer and a peg. This was fitting for a Kenite, a 
nomadic tribe in the promised land. Jael had likely 
helped her husband set up tents many times before. 
She may have set up tents by herself, and each time 
she did, she surely never imagined that God would 
one day use such a mundane task to bring Him 
glory and secure victory for the Israelites. 

God can use every tool in your toolbox: shiny and 
impressive, dull and worn, boring and common. 
Our job is to learn to use them and offer them all 
to Him for His glory.

What tools and skills can God use for 
His glory? Are you offering them to 
Him?

Day 5

Judges 5:24-31
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11 Now the angel of the LORD came and sat under 
the terebinth at Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the 
Abiezrite, while his son Gideon was beating out wheat 
in the winepress to hide it from the Midianites. 12 And 
the angel of the LORD appeared to him and said to him, 
“The LORD is with you, O mighty man of valor.” 13 
And Gideon said to him, “Please, my lord, if the LORD is 
with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where 
are all his wonderful deeds that our fathers recounted to 
us, saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’ 
But now the LORD has forsaken us and given us into 
the hand of Midian.” 14 And the LORD turned to him 
and said, “Go in this might of yours and save Israel from 
the hand of Midian; do not I send you?” 15 And he said 
to him, “Please, Lord, how can I save Israel? Behold, my 
clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my 
father’s house.” 16 And the LORD said to him, “But I 
will be with you, and you shall strike the Midianites as 

one man.” … 36 Then Gideon said to God, “If you will 
save Israel by my hand, as you have said, 37 behold, I am 
laying a fleece of wool on the threshing floor. If there is 
dew on the fleece alone, and it is dry on all the ground, 
then I shall know that you will save Israel by my hand, as 
you have said.” 38 And it was so. When he rose early next 
morning and squeezed the fleece, he wrung enough dew 
from the fleece to fill a bowl with water. 39 Then Gideon 
said to God, “Let not your anger burn against me; let me 
speak just once more. Please let me test just once more 
with the fleece. Please let it be dry on the fleece only, and 
on all the ground let there be dew.”40 And God did so 
that night; and it was dry on the fleece only, and on all 
the ground there was dew. … 7 And the LORD said to 
Gideon, “With the 300 men who lapped I will save you 
and give the Midianites into your hand, and let all the 
others go every man to his home.”

Scripture

Judges 6:11-
16,36-40; 7:7

Unit .09

Session .03

The Weakness 
of a Rescuer
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God’s Providence

Providence refers to God’s continuing 
work and involvement in His creation. 
This includes, in various degrees, God’s 
preservation of the created order, His 
governance, and His care for His people 
(Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3; Gen. 8:21-22). 
Christians believe the world, and even the 
cosmos itself, is contingent upon God, 
incapable of existing apart from Him. 
Christians also believe in God’s personal 
and direct intervention in the world—
as opposed to a hands-off approach to 
creation—that affects not only the natural 
order but also the individuals and events 
within human history.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

What are some common “Why” questions people ask God today? 

What is a trial  you’ve faced in the 
past that you didn’t understand? 
How did it affect your faith?
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God’s Providence

Providence refers to God’s continuing 
work and involvement in His creation. 
This includes, in various degrees, God’s 
preservation of the created order, His 
governance, and His care for His people 
(Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3; Gen. 8:21-22). 
Christians believe the world, and even the 
cosmos itself, is contingent upon God, 
incapable of existing apart from Him. 
Christians also believe in God’s personal 
and direct intervention in the world—
as opposed to a hands-off approach to 
creation—that affects not only the natural 
order but also the individuals and events 
within human history.

Christ Connection
God used an unexpected leader in Gideon and a small army of 300 
to rescue Israel from their enemies so that everyone would know that 
the victory belonged to Him alone. Jesus was the unexpected Rescuer 
who defeated sin and death to show everyone that salvation belongs to 
God alone.

When it comes to obeying God and following His will, what makes you feel 
inadequate or “not up to the task”? 

Main Point
God works through our  

weaknesses and empowers us  
to accomplish His will.
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His Story

When have you asked the Lord for some sort of sign to prove you were on the 
right track? What was the result?

How has God brought good from difficult situations in your life?
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Our Mission

Head

What are some ways we are like Gideon?

What can we learn from his story regarding trusting in God’s word?

Heart

Why is it a good thing that Gideon describes himself honestly—as the 
weakest family member with no remarkable gifts or talents?

What is God nudging you toward that you feel woefully inadequate to do? 
How can God use your weakness to reveal His strength? 

Hands

How does God’s promise to be with us change the way we approach things 
throughout our week?

How does God’s promise to be with us motivate us to show and speak the 
gospel to those around us? 
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

The Midianites oppressed the Israelites and made 
life terrible for God’s people. They attacked them, 
destroyed their crops, stole their livestock, and laid 
waste to the land. And because of this, Israel was 
poverty-stricken (v. 6).

You might feel like an Israelite today, ambushed 
and decimated by your enemy. But we are wise 
to be sure we start with the very first verse in this 
passage when it says that Israel did what was evil in 
the Lord’s sight, and because of that, God handed 
them over.  

When adversity comes, as followers of God, 
we should seek His face and ask, “Lord, is this 
chastisement? Are you using this difficult situation 
right now to pull me back to You?” Not all pain 
is God’s discipline, but God’s discipline is often 
painful. And if what we are experiencing is His 
loving discipline, we need to know that, so that 
we can identify and repent of the sin we have 
committed, rest in His grace and mercy, and enjoy 
renewed fellowship with our God. 

For every sin in our lives, there is forgiveness and 
restoration and peace. But the first step is allowing 
our eyes to be opened, seeing the truth that only 
God can reveal.

Where in your past might God be 
pointing you back to unconfessed 
sin? 

Day 1

Judges 6:1-24
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We are called to stand for God and point others 
to the gospel. But sometimes, when we have an 
opportunity to do just this—to speak truth in our 
culture—we freeze. We don’t know what to say or 
perhaps how to say it, so we end up saying nothing. 
Or we take a careful approach, one where our risk is 
minimized, but so is the impact of the message we 
are called on to proclaim. Our bold verbalization of 
the truth becomes a quiet murmur lost in the static 
of the world in which we live. 

As believers, we must remember that we have taken 
off our old selves; we have been renewed in ours 
minds, and put on the new selves, according to God’s 
likeness (Eph. 4:22-23). We need to remember that 
the stand we take for God is not taken alone—the 
Holy Spirit is with us and empowers us—and that 
ours is not the first stand God’s people have taken. 

How has God positioned you to take 
a stand for Him in your community? 
What will you do this week to take 
such a stand? 

Day 2

Judges 6:25-40

The way that God whittled down Gideon’s army 
was far from random. First, He had Gideon send 
home all who were afraid. Fear is a deadly virus that 
can sweep through an army and destroy it before 
a single soldier steps onto the battlefield. Then, it 
seems that God further narrowed down the army 
based on who was wiser when it came to drinking 
water. The remaining force of three hundred men 
may have been small in number, but they were the 
bravest and wisest of Israel’s army. 

In much the same way, God has chosen “armies” 
for each of us—fellow believers to stand shoulder-
to-shoulder with us in life, no matter what may 
come our way. Who is in your army? Perhaps it is 
a parent, who has modeled the humble, sacrificial 
love of Christ. Perhaps it is a long-term friend who 
has shown you what faithfulness looks like. Perhaps 
it is the teacher or pastor who has demonstrated 
how important it is to understand and live out the 
gospel. 

God chose Gideon’s army; He chose yours, too. 
And just like Gideon’s, He knew exactly who you 
needed to go into battle with and speak strength 
into your heart. 

Who has God placed into your life as 
your army? When was the last time 
you thanked Him for them? When 
was the last time you thanked them 
for standing faithfully by you? 

Day 3

Judges 7:1-14
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We love transformations. From fixer-upper homes 
to total body makeovers to restaurant re-dos, we 
enjoy watching something not-so-great turn into 
something amazing. Gideon is one of the great 
transformations in Scripture. From a fearful, hiding 
thresher to a brave warrior; his story is a favorite 
because we see such drastic change.

Tucked into Judges 7:15 we discover what led to 
Gideon’s transformation—he heard the account of 
the dream and its interpretation. In other words, 
he had heard God’s Word, witnessed His powerful 
presence, and believed the truth. And that brought 
him to his knees in worship.

What we believe—the gospel—matters and it is 
designed by God to change us deeply and eternally. 

When was the last time you 
responded to God in spontaneous 
worship? How can you add more 
worship to your life? 

Day 4

Judges 7:15-25

The Bible does not gloss over truth. You may read 
Judges 8, turn up your nose and think, “This is it?!?! 
That’s how the story of Gideon ends?” Ephraim had 
gotten their feelings hurt because Gideon had not 
called them first. So Gideon disciplined some local 
leaders with thorns and briars and then killed them. 
He also built an idolatrous idol out of the spoils of 
war, and to top it all off, we see that he had seventy 
children because he had “many wives” and at least 
one concubine (Judg. 8:30). 

What happened? How did the story fall apart? 
It was such a great story of transformation—of 
faith—of God’s power at work, and then, the next 
thing we know, we are reading of Gideon crashing 
and burning in a wreck that we cannot help but 
stare at with our mouths agape. 

It’s not the ending we would expect, or pen if we 
were writing the story. We’d rather have more of 
a fairy-tale story, where Gideon lived in obedient 
faith, as did the rest of Israel.  

But Gideon’s story, like all the stories in Scripture, 
is true. And true stories don’t always end the way 
Hollywood stories end. Sometimes a victorious 
triumph is followed by sin. Sometimes a faithful 
act does not lead to a faithful life. 

What are some of the seasons of 
defeat in your life? How can you walk 
in freedom from the past?

Day 5

Judges 8:1-35
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8 After some days he returned to take her. And he turned 
aside to see the carcass of the lion, and behold, there was 
a swarm of bees in the body of the lion, and honey. 9 
He scraped it out into his hands and went on, eating 
as he went. And he came to his father and mother and 
gave some to them, and they ate. But he did not tell 
them that he had scraped the honey from the carcass of 
the lion. … 4 After this he loved a woman in the Valley 
of Sorek, whose name was Delilah. 5 And the lords of 
the Philistines came up to her and said to her, “Seduce 
him, and see where his great strength lies, and by what 
means we may overpower him, that we may bind him 
to humble him. And we will each give you 1,100 pieces 
of silver.” … 16 And when she pressed him hard with 
her words day after day, and urged him, his soul was 
vexed to death. 17 And he told her all his heart, and 
said to her, “A razor has never come upon my head, for 
I have been a Nazirite to God from my mother’s womb. 
If my head is shaved, then my strength will leave me, 
and I shall become weak and be like any other man.” 
… 21 And the Philistines seized him and gouged out 

his eyes and brought him down to Gaza and bound him 
with bronze shackles. And he ground at the mill in the 
prison. 22 But the hair of his head began to grow again 
after it had been shaved. … 26 And Samson said to the 
young man who held him by the hand, “Let me feel the 
pillars on which the house rests, that I may lean against 
them.” 27 Now the house was full of men and women. 
All the lords of the Philistines were there, and on the roof 
there were about 3,000 men and women, who looked on 
while Samson entertained. 28 Then Samson called to the 
LORD and said, “O Lord GOD, please remember me 
and please strengthen me only this once, O God, that I 
may be avenged on the Philistines for my two eyes.” 29 
And Samson grasped the two middle pillars on which the 
house rested, and he leaned his weight against them, his 
right hand on the one and his left hand on the other. 30 
And Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines.” Then 
he bowed with all his strength, and the house fell upon 
the lords and upon all the people who were in it. So the 
dead whom he killed at his death were more than those 
whom he had killed during his life.

Scripture

Judges 14:8-9; 
16:4-5,16-17,21-22, 

26-30

Unit .09

Session .04

The Humiliation 
of the Proud
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Sin as Selfishness

When we sin, we are acting out of a selfish 
attitude and mind-set that assumes our 
action will lead us to more happiness than 
if we were to obey God. Because sin is 
manifested in our tendency to be “curved 
inward” toward self, it is the opposite of 
love. Love looks outwardly to place others 
before oneself, operating from the mind-
set that others are more important (Phil. 
2:3). Where sin selfishly seeks personal 
gratification and happiness, love works for 
the joy of others in the hopes of making 
others happy in God.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

How should we turn to God’s Word for it to speak into our decisions, both the 
major ones and the everyday ones?

Like Samson, what are some areas 
of your life that you are consistently 
tempted to pursue your own desires 
and compromise in?
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Sin as Selfishness

When we sin, we are acting out of a selfish 
attitude and mind-set that assumes our 
action will lead us to more happiness than 
if we were to obey God. Because sin is 
manifested in our tendency to be “curved 
inward” toward self, it is the opposite of 
love. Love looks outwardly to place others 
before oneself, operating from the mind-
set that others are more important (Phil. 
2:3). Where sin selfishly seeks personal 
gratification and happiness, love works for 
the joy of others in the hopes of making 
others happy in God.

Christ Connection
Samson’s downfall was the result of his own pride and disobedience, 
and yet God used his death to begin the deliverance of His people. 
Jesus’ death was the result of His perfect obedience to pay for our 
disobedience. God used Christ’s death to bring deliverance “once for 
all” for His people.

When have you seen pride lead to danger for you or someone else?

Main Point
God works even through the  

defeat of sinful leaders to  
bring about His plan. 
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His Story

What are some ways people compromise their beliefs, ethics, or promises 
for their comfort?

It took humiliation and weakness to finally get Samson’s attention. What 
are some circumstances God can use (or has used) to get our attention and 
draw us back to Him?
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Our Mission

Head

 What are some consequences of pride we see in the life of Samson? 

How does the story of Samson encourage you to use your God-given gifts 
for His glory and not your own? 

Heart

Why shouldn’t we live a “minimalist Christianity,” which is essentially the 
mind-set that asks of us only the bare amount one can do and still be a 
Christian?

Like Samson’s actions reflecting his heart not being in the right place, what 
have your actions communicated about your heart recently?

Hands

Like Samson, what successes in your life might lead you to put your trust in 
yourself rather than in God?

How can we maintain a strong sense of dependence on God?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

After the angel told the woman how the boy Samson 
should be raised, she reported all that she was told 
to her husband, Manoah, who then prayed. But 
his prayer was not what many of us would have 
expected. He did not thank God for this promised 
gift. Nor did he ask God for strength and wisdom 
to obey. Instead, he asked God to send the man 
of God back once more to teach them what they 
should do for the boy to be born. In other words, 
Manoah prayed for the very thing his wife had just 
been given. 

If we are honest, we have to admit that there is 
some Manoah in each of us. We too are prone to 
ask God for the very things He has given. Perhaps 
it is because we doubt Him and want confirmation. 
Perhaps it is because we secretly hope He will give 
us a different answer the second time. Or perhaps 
it is because we just don’t listen well. For whatever 
reason or reasons, we do the same. And this is why 
we need to pay attention to how God responded 
to Manoah. He sent the angel of the LORD back 
again! Let us never fail to remember that God is a 
patient God, full of grace and mercy for His people. 

What have you asked God for 
repeatedly, even after He answered 
you? Why? 

Day 1

Judges 13:1-25
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The ending of Judges 13 is one that gives readers 
unfamiliar with this account great hope and 
excitement. The boy who had been promised was 
born, grew, and the LORD blessed him. Then we 
read that the Spirit of the LORD began to stir 
him (v. 25). Before this, we had read that the boy, 
Samson, would be the one to save Israel from the 
power of the Philistines. And so, as we turn the page 
to chapter 14, we might expect Samson to gather 
an army and square off against Israel’s enemy. After 
all, that’s what you do when you are stirred by the 
Spirit, right? 

But that is not what we see as Judges 14 opens. 
Instead of pursuing the Philistines, Samson 
pursued a Philistine—a single woman that he saw 
and wanted to take as his wife. Samson was stirred, 
but instead of acting on behalf of his people, or 
better yet God, he acted on his own behalf for his 
own selfish gain. We know that in the mysterious 
ways of God, He was using Samson’s selfishness for 
His own purposes. Samson’s selfish pursuit led to 
the Philistines being overthrown later on. But we 
cannot miss the warning: it is far too easy for us to 
live selfishly rather than selflessly even when God is 
at work within us. 

When have you found yourself 
intending to seek God’s glory only to 
end up pursuing your own?

Day 2

Judges 14:1-20

As you read through the story of Samson, you 
might miss something that is quite profound. It’s 
easy to miss because there are so many fascinating 
details to this story, but when we see it, we can’t 
help but see how telling it is. Samson does pretty 
much everything on his own. Unlike the other 
judges before him, Samson does not form an army 
or partner with anyone else. He goes at it alone, at 
least as other people are concerned: he isn’t opposed 
to partnering with three thousand foxes. 

Seeing this affirms Samson’s greatest weakness: 
pride. It seems that the mighty Samson believed 
he didn’t need anyone else. He could take care of 
things himself. Why turn to others? They would 
probably just mess things up anyway. 

But as part of the church, the bride of Christ, let us 
be quick to see the folly of Samson’s solitary lifestyle. 
We know that God did not create us for isolation, 
rather for integration. We are to live fully integrated 
with others, relying on their strengths where we are 
weak and lending them our strength where they are 
weak. And that is what Samson missed: his strength 
was limited. He had weaknesses and was in need 
of others. May we be a humble people who do not 
share in his mistake. 

How might you be prone to drift 
toward isolation at times? Why?

Day 3

Judges 15:1-20
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The old adage goes “Fool me once shame on you; 
fool me twice shame on me.” We can only wonder 
who gets the shame for being fooled three times as 
Delilah had been. Three times she asked Samson 
the secret of his strength and each time he had lied 
to her. We have to ask why. We aren’t told, but we 
can make an educated guess: Samson may have 
been teasing Delilah for his own enjoyment. That 
surely seems to fit with his character; everything 
else he did seemed to be for this reason. 

If this is why Samson played with fire by teasing 
Delilah as he did, it tells us even more about his 
character. Before this we are told that Samson 
loved Delilah. That detail is not mentioned in his 
first marriage, or in the account of him pursuing a 
prostitute just before this. Samson loved Delilah, 
and yet he still put his own desires above hers. 
Samson provides us with a wonderful example of a 
terrible husband. 

Later on though, we encounter a different Husband 
in Scripture, One who put His bride’s needs before 
His own. A Husband who laid down His life for His 
bride. A perfect Husband who is in the process of 
perfecting His bride for her good and His Father’s 
glory. A perfect Husband in Jesus Christ. 

How can you sacrifice your own 
desires, and perhaps even your own 
needs, for someone else this week? 

Day 4

Judges 16:1-20

The Philistines likely believed they were just 
humiliating their prisoner. Perhaps they did it for 
their own safety too, lest Samson regain his strength 
somehow. Either way, there was Samson, chained 
up, and blind having had his eyes gouged out. If 
you have ever lost your eyesight or perhaps even lost 
a pair of glasses, you know how humbling it is not 
to be able to see. It can leave you feeling helpless—
vulnerable. And that is perhaps how Samson felt in 
that moment, leading to his awareness of his need 
of God. 

But there is something else going on here. What 
had gotten Samson into trouble so many times 
before this? That’s right: his eyes. His eyes had been 
the source of his stumbling through life for so long. 
He had looked at a woman and wanted her to be 
his wife, no matter that she was a Philistine. He had 
looked at honey and wanted to eat it, no matter 
that it was in a lion’s carcass and unclean. His eyes 
had betrayed him over and over again. Here, as his 
life came to a close, God was kind to remove the 
very thing that had caused Samson to stumble so 
many times before this. The Philistines removed 
Samson’s eyes out of spite; God removed them out 
of love. 

How has God taken something from 
you, even if it was painful, only to find 
out it was for your good? 

Day 5

Judges 16:21-31
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16 But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to 
return from following you. For where you go I will go, 
and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be 
my people, and your God my God.17 Where you die I 
will die, and there will I be buried. May the LORD do so 
to me and more also if anything but death parts me from 
you.” … 2 And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let 
me go to the field and glean among the ears of grain after 
him in whose sight I shall find favor.” And she said to her, 
“Go, my daughter.” 3 So she set out and went and gleaned 
in the field after the reapers, and she happened to come 
to the part of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the 
clan of Elimelech. … 8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Now, 
listen, my daughter, do not go to glean in another field 
or leave this one, but keep close to my young women. 9 
Let your eyes be on the field that they are reaping, and 
go after them. Have I not charged the young men not to 
touch you? And when you are thirsty, go to the vessels 
and drink what the young men have drawn.” 10 Then 
she fell on her face, bowing to the ground, and said to 
him, “Why have I found favor in your eyes, that you 
should take notice of me, since I am a foreigner?” 11 

But Boaz answered her, “All that you have done for your 
mother-in-law since the death of your husband has been 
fully told to me, and how you left your father and mother 
and your native land and came to a people that you did 
not know before. 12 The LORD repay you for what you 
have done, and a full reward be given you by the LORD, 
the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to 
take refuge!” … 13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she became 
his wife. And he went in to her, and the LORD gave 
her conception, and she bore a son. 14 Then the women 
said to Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD, who has not left 
you this day without a redeemer, and may his name be 
renowned in Israel! 15 He shall be to you a restorer of life 
and a nourisher of your old age, for your daughter-in-law 
who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has 
given birth to him.” 16 Then Naomi took the child and 
laid him on her lap and became his nurse. 17 And the 
women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A 
son has been born to Naomi.” They named him Obed. 
He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.

Scripture

Ruth 1:16-17; 2:2-
3,8-12; 4:13-17 

Unit .09

Session .05

The Weakness 
of a Rescuer
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God is Love

To say that God is love is to say that God 
is the essence of love, or that perfect love 
both resides and resonates within God 
Himself—one God in three Persons. The 
imperfect love that human beings share 
between one another is a dim reflection, 
a sign that points to the perfect love that 
resides within God. The greatest act of love 
by God toward humans isn’t the giving of 
earthly goods but the giving of Himself in 
Christ so that we might become reconciled 
to Him.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

Why is having community so important when we are suffering?

The love Ruth displayed toward 
Naomi was steadfast. What are 
two or three ways you have seen 
steadfast love in action in your own 
relationships?

THE GOSPEL PROJECT FOR STUDENTS  |  104



Christ Connection
Boaz was a family redeemer who showed undeserved kindness to Ruth, 
a foreigner. In a similar manner, Jesus is our Redeemer who has showed 
unmerited kindness to us and adopted us into His family. 

Similar to the way Boaz demonstrated the loving welcome of God to a 
stranger, how can we, as the church, show this kind of love toward others?

Main Point
God shows steadfast love by 

providing a redeemer.
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His Story

When you have experienced God as your refuge?

How has Jesus redeemed your past, present, and future?
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Our Mission

Head

 Why are people quick to blame God when life is tough?  

What does the story of Ruth teach us about God’s love and provision in the 
midst of sorrow and pain?

Heart

 By looking at Ruth and her actions, what can we learn about faith? 

 How do our lives demonstrate this type of faith?

Hands

Who in your life needs to hear about the redeeming love of God this week? 

How can we love others this week in ways that reflect God’s love for us?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

In these verses we see Naomi do what we are often 
guilty of doing as well: she failed to give God 
credit for the good in her life, yet blamed Him 
for what was not good. Nowhere do we see her 
acknowledging that the fullness she says she had—
most likely referring to her husband and sons—was 
from the Lord. But she was quick to say several 
times that He was the One who took them away. 
This is why Naomi’s heart had become embittered. 
This is why she was quick to immerse herself in 
pity and despair instead of celebrating the reunion 
with others who seemed to care about her. Naomi’s 
life was not pleasant, but it was her unpleasant 
and bitter heart that she should have been more 
concerned about. And that is what we can learn 
from Naomi here: we, too, are in great danger of 
allowing our circumstances to dictate the posture of 
our heart. But when we do, we fail to remember the 
constant love, grace, mercy, and kindness of God 
poured out to us in the person of Jesus Christ. Our 
days may be bitter, but the love of Christ should 
compel us to recognize our condition before God is 
always pleasant. 

How have you allowed your difficult 
circumstances to embitter your 
heart? What can you do to prevent 
that from happening in the future? 

Day 1

Ruth 1:1-22
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You may be familiar with the infamous infomercial 
catch phrase, “But wait! There’s more!” Boaz may 
have originated it. As we read through Ruth 2, it 
seems as if he bellowed that several times. “Ruth, 
you aren’t merely to glean grain from the corners of 
my field, follow my workers and get the good stuff. 
But wait! There’s more! When you’re thirsty, help 
yourself to the water my young men will draw. But 
wait! There’s more! Etc.” 

None of this was required or expected, apart from 
gleaning the corners of the field. Everything else 
was proverbial icing on the cake. Why did Boaz 
do all of this for Ruth? Some suspect there were 
romantic motives, but we don’t even see a hint of 
that in the text. It is more likely to recognize the 
abundant kindness of Boaz came from God moving 
in his heart. Boaz seems to have been a man who 
recognized God’s generous provision in his life 
and he was also able to recognize the kindness of 
others—in this case Ruth’s kindness to Naomi. 
And that is what compelled him to shower Ruth 
with blessings. May we do the same. May we be a 
people who are quick to recall God’s kindness to 
us and seek ways we can in turn be kind to others, 
namely by sharing God’s greatest act of kindness in 
providing Jesus Christ. 

How can you be abundantly kind to 
someone this week?

Day 2

Ruth 2:1-23

When Ruth reported to Naomi what had happened 
between her and Boaz, her mother-in-law made an 
interesting prediction in verse 18: Boaz would not 
rest until the issue of a family redeemer for Ruth 
was resolved.  

Perhaps Naomi knew that Boaz was a type-A person 
who didn’t like to have loose ends in his life. Perhaps 
she understood that Boaz would be eager to marry 
Ruth if the closer family redeemer declined. Or 
perhaps Naomi understood that the same character 
that Boaz had shown in his generosity to Ruth 
would compel him to act quickly for her benefit. 
Surely Boaz understood how anxious Ruth would 
have felt. She had taken a great risk in uncovering 
his feet and asking him to take her under his wing 
(v. 9). Waiting for an answer would have been 
difficult—agonizing even. 

In this we are reminded of our need to be sensitive 
to others. It is easy for us to be self-absorbed and 
fail to humble ourselves for the sake of others. But 
we are a people called to follow a greater example 
than Boaz—we are called to follow Christ Jesus, 
who humbled Himself on our behalf and who does 
not delay in saving those who call on His name. 

 Whose needs are you perhaps slow 
to be sensitive toward? What steps 
can you take to humble yourself for 
their sake? 

Day 3

Ruth 3:1-18
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Earlier in the book, Naomi balked at her name. 
She did not want to be called Naomi any longer 
because it meant “pleasant.” Instead, she wanted 
to be called Mara because her life had become so 
bitter by God’s hand. 

In this passage we see another name being 
emphasized. This time, the city elders and others 
at the gate blessed Boaz and called on the Lord to 
make his name well known in Bethlehem (v. 11). It 
is a prayer that God would answer far above what 
they may have imagined. Even though the lineage 
of Jesus is recorded in two different places in the 
Gospels, we don’t recall many of the names recorded 
in them. But Boaz is one that many of us recognize. 
His name had indeed become great in Bethlehem, 
but because of one of his descendants who would 
later be born there, the name Boaz is known far 
outside of the modest town. We can’t miss why—
because Boaz was able to look on another with 
compassion and mercy. Because Boaz appeared to 
be a man who lived in a way not to make much of 
his name, but the name of another: the Lord. 

How have you sought to make your 
name great only to see it backfire? 
When have you instead sought to 
make God’s name great and have 
seen Him bless you? 

Day 4

Ruth 4:1-12

Sometimes we forget that we don’t live in a 
vacuum. We forget that God’s work in our lives is 
not meant to end with us, but rather that we are to 
be a conduit to reveal His goodness to those around 
us as well. Yes, we are to delight in God’s kindness 
to us. Yes, we are to enjoy His provision. But we 
are also supposed to be quick to share what He has 
done for us with others so that they might share in 
our rejoicing and worship of the Lord. 

We see an example of this as the Book of Ruth winds 
down. Notice who speaks in these final verses. Not 
Ruth, whom the book is named after. Not Boaz. 
Not even Naomi. The final spoken words recorded 
belong to the women of the town—those who were 
spectators to what God had done. 

This is to be our goal: we are to live in such a way 
that God’s work is evident to all those around us. 
May we be quick to speak of the glory of God to 
others, but may they also be quick to speak of Him 
because of what they have seen as we have laid our 
lives bare before them. 

What are some ways that you can be 
more transparent with others around 
you so they might see God at work? 

Day 5

Ruth 4:13-22
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THE GOSPEL PROJECT FOR STUDENTS  |  111



Notes

THE GOSPEL PROJECT FOR STUDENTS  |  112


