
 

Church Profile: Park Road Presbyterian Church 
 
 

Staff Profile 
 
How many people are in paid staff roles and what are their roles? Park Road has a full 
time senior pastor, a full time assistant pastor for youth and discipleship, a full time pastor of 
administration, and a part time director of children’s ministry. 
 
How long has each staff member been on staff? 
The senior pastor and children’s ministry director have been with Park Road since 2017. The 
pastor of administration has been with Park Road since 2018, and the assistant pastor since 
2020. 
 
 

Service Profile 
 
What instruments do you have playing in your worship band? 
An acoustic guitar, keyboard,  drum set, bass guitar, viola. 
  
What is the average attendance for the worship gathering? 
Pre-Covid, Park Road was averaging 150 on a Sunday morning. Emerging out of Covid and 
into the summer, Park Road is averaging 125 in person and 25-50 online. 
  
What are some songs you’ve been doing recently? What is your master song list? 
Most of our recently learned songs are written by Rend Collective, City Alight, Sovereign 
Grace, Matt Boswell and Matt Papa. 
  
Do you sing hymns? 
Yes 
 
How many songs do you usually sing at the worship gathering? 
The worship team leads us to sing 3-4 songs, while a pianist leads a hymn. 
  
How many minutes do you typically spend singing in worship? 
Around fifteen minutes. 
  



 

How far in advance does the team expect to receive a list of songs, chord charts, and 
recordings? 
We plan week-by-week. 
  
What is the typical schedule for the worship gathering? (order of worship) 

● Greeting 
● Call to Worship 
● Worship through singing (two songs) 
● Prayer of Confession 
● Assurance of Pardon 
● Pastoral Prayer 
● Mission Partner Spotlight (once a month) 
● Announcements 
● Kids dismissed to children’s ministry 
● Hymn/Choral Anthem 
● Scripture Reading 
● Sermon 
● Communion (once a month) 
● Response through singing 
● Benediction 

  
What is the typical arrival/departure schedule for the people serving at the worship 
gathering? 
The worship team gathers around 8 AM, and our AV volunteers arrive between 8 and 8:30.  
The worship service begins at 9:30 and ends by 10:45.  
 
Describe the audio/visual system. 
Our AVL system is two years old. We have two main projection screens, plus a confidence 
monitor at the back of the sanctuary and a closed circuit TV in the gathering space. We have a 
ceiling-mounted truss with 9 LED par can lights, plus 6 portable LEDs. We have a Soundcraft 
digital sound board, and all the necessary elements to control streaming, video feed distribution, 
and lighting. 
 
What software do you use to project lyrics? 
ProPresenter 
 
How do the lyrics get put into the computer (by whom and by when)? 
Our team of technology and media volunteers input lyrics and run the AV system.  



 

 
Describe your musical style. 
Contemporary hymns and songs that are accessible for congregational singing while also 
expressing sound theology. Some examples include the album, “Prayers of the Saints,” by 
Sovereign Grace or “His Mercy Is More (the Hymns of Matt Boswell and Matt Papa)”.  
  
Describe your worship culture. 
Our worship style is more formal and traditional than we would like it to be. We lack a strong 
sense of leadership to knit our worship gatherings together and actively lead our congregation 
through worship. The people of Park Road love to worship through music.  
 
What usually happens at rehearsal? 
At the moment, rehearsal is the hour before our worship service. Songs are rehearsed for a given 
Sunday. 
 
Are there any special considerations we should know about? Describe the worship team 
culture. 
Our choir will return in the Fall of 2021, and will likely add a choral anthem back into worship. 
  
What is the pastor’s vision for the worship gathering? What is a “win”? 
The senior pastor desires for worship to be joyful; accessible to anyone, regardless of church or 
musical background; and theologically sound. The worship team and a worship gathering 
should be greater than the sum of its parts.  
 
List some of the congregation’s best-known and loved songs 
Build Your Kingdom Here; Behold our God; Yet Not I but Christ Through Me; In Christ 
Alone; Cornerstone; any well known hymn. 
 
What does the sanctuary and platform look like? 
Our sanctuary was completed in 2019. We have 311 chairs arranged in four sections facing 
wooden steps and a large carpeted platform. The sanctuary has two projection screens, stage 
lighting, and a clearstory of windows.  
 

 
 
 
  



 

Theology Profile 
 
Park Road Presbyterian Church is a member of ECO: A Covenant Order of Evangelical 
Presbyterians. We are reformed in our theology and subscribe to the authority and inerrancy of 
Scripture, the doctrines of grace, and other beliefs in accordance with the Apostle’s Creed, 
Nicene Creed, and Westminster Confession of Faith. 
 
 

People Profile 
 
What is the average age of the congregation? 
Mid-40’s 
 
How many are in each of the following age brackets: 
0-18: 25 
18-30: 10 
30-45: 35-45 
45-60: 40-50 
60+: 25-30 
 
 
Describe any particularities of the congregation that come to mind, that make it 
unique. 
Park Road Church is over 210 years old. Until April of 2019, Park Road was the First 
Presbyterian Church of Reading and resided in a 170-year old Gothic cathedral. The year 2019 
was a significant year of transition as we moved into a new building and nearly doubled in 
worship attendance. Park Road wasn’t even in the new building for a year before the COVID 
pandemic upended life, and thrived through adapted outreach initiatives during COVID. Park 
Road has emerged with tremendous zeal, enthusiasm, and joy. 
 

Vision Profile 
 
What is our vision? 
Park Road Presbyterian Church invites you to love Jesus more deeply by worshiping fully, 
learning humbly, and loving extravagantly.  
 
 
 



 

What does that mean? 
 
By worship fully we mean we want to value and treasure Jesus Christ above all else, and we want 
to help other people value and treasure Jesus above all else. We believe valuing and treasuring 
Jesus helps ensure the right order of our other priorities in life. 
 
By learn humbly we mean we want to learn from Jesus, we want to learn from one another, and 
we want to learn about ourselves. By living into these three realities we hope that we don’t 
merely learn for the sake of learning, but so that we can be changed, and transformed.  
 
By love extravagantly we mean we want to love others well, and we can only love others once we 
realize how much we are loved by God in Jesus Christ. When we understand how extravagantly 
the love of God has been poured out for us in Jesus Christ, we understand the love of Jesus must 
be poured out through us to the world. 


