
Park Road Presbyterian Church 
Wyomissing Pennsylvania 

Summary of the Minutes of Stated Meeting of Session 
February 14, 2023 

 
Moderator:  Rev. Dr. Christopher DiVietro 
Clerk of Session:  Trudy Bush 
Elders Present:  Rick Bailey, Marybeth Dietrich, Gary Fox, Brian Keeny, Alison Pryski, and  
   Rod Simmons 
Elders Excused:  Mike Wehn 
Staff Present:  Liesel Ackley 
Guests Present:  None 
 
Moderator Dr. Christopher DiVietro called the meeting to order at 7:17 PM. He introduced the 
book that Session will read and discuss in 2023, Analog Christian, by Jay Y. Kim; this book 
discusses the social and media pressures that face Christians today. Chris then led a devotion on I 
Corinthians 13, followed by prayer. 
 
Session Business: 

1. Approval of minutes: 
Session: January 10, 2023 
Deacons: December 13, 2022 
 

2. Clerk’s Report was presented by the Clerk of Session: 
Baptisms: 
   Infant/Child:  Lincoln Van Buren, son of Michelle and Brenden, on 
    January 15, 2023 
   Roselyn Johnson, daughter of Kathy & Nicholas, on 
    February 12, 2023 
   Juliet Johnson, daughter of Kathy & Nicholas, on  
    February 12, 2023 
Excused Elders: Mike Wehn 
 
 

3. Calendar: 
February 18: Men’s Ministry at Hope Rescue Mission 
February 21: Alpha classes start 
February 26: Covenant partner’s class 
March & April: collection for Mercy Crisis Pregnancy Center 
March 3: Chili cook-off 
March 26: “You’ve been Egged” outreach 
April 2: Palm Sunday potluck and egg hunt 
April 7: Good Friday service 7 PM 
April 9: Easter 



 
4. Shepherding updates: Shepherding experiences were shared by Chris and several of the 

elders. 
5. Election: Park Road’s corporation bylaws stipulate that the corporation’s president, vice 

president and secretary/clerk of Session shall be elected by the Session each year at the 
next meeting of Session following the election of a new class of ruling elders at the annual 
meeting of the corporation. Rod Simmons was nominated for president; he requests a copy 
of the bylaws before accepting the nomination to ascertain the specific duties of the 
president. Brian Keeny was nominated for vice-president, and Trudy Bush was nominated 
for secretary/clerk of Session. Rick Bailey made a motion to elect Brian and Trudy for 
vice-president and secretary/clerk respectively; Rod seconded the motion. Brian and Trudy 
were elected by voice vote with no dissentions. Liesel Ackley will email a copy of the 
bylaws to Rod. Chris will call a virtual meeting later this week for the election of the 
corporation president after Rod has an opportunity to read the bylaws. 

6. Elder follow-up of new covenant partners: all new covenant partners are currently 
interviewed by elders to hear their faith story and recommend them for membership. Chris 
would like any elder who meets with a covenant partner to continue following up with the 
new member for several months in a more formalized relationship, sharing opportunities 
for discipleship and service, as well as encouraging participation in a small group. 

7. Staffing: Drew Thomas was offered and has accepted a position as senior pastor at a church 
in Jacksonville, Florida. While that church would like Drew to report right after he is voted 
in as pastor on February 26, he and his family will probably stay in Berks County until the 
current school year ends. He was initially offered continued employment at Park Road until 
March 31, 2023. After discussion, Session agreed to extend Drew’s employment to April 
30, 2023. Chris will speak with Drew regarding this extension, stressing that we expect 
Drew to fully carry out his responsibilities until his employment ends. Drew has explored 
substitute teaching in the Muhlenberg school district after his employment ends at Park 
Road. 

8. Financial analysis: Chris presented a financial analysis and an endowment investments 
report produced by Rob Bates of Your Accounting Hub for Park Road; these compared 
income and expenses for January 2022 and 2023. There were no major issues. Giving and 
expenses were in-line in 2023 compared to 2022. Investments increased in January 2023 
due to an increase in market value. The interest rate on the first trust deed increased from 
7% to 7.5% last month. The SSM one-year lease will be coming up for renewal; last March 
SSM asked for a one-year lease instead of a five-year lease. Chris would like to see the 
square-foot rate of the lease increase, as we are charging a rate much below the current 
local rate. 

9. Liesel asked if Park Road is currently seeking an administrative assistant to take over some 
of her duties; Liesel will be picking up most of Drew’s duties once he leaves. Chris 
explained that he would like to get a feel for first quarter giving before making a new hire. 
Liesel said she believed that volunteer help would be available to pick up some of her 
current responsibilities if necessary. 

10. How has the Holy Spirit been evident in our congregation in the past month? 
 



In the spiritual experiences of our staff who attended the ECO National Gathering 
In the number of children involved in the Children’s Ministry 
In a very encouraging email that Chris received from a covenant partner 
In the interest that is being expressed in a “Real Life Stories” Sunday School class 
 that will start in March 
In the response of a Penn State Berks student to the baptisms last Sunday 

 
Dr. DiVietro closed the meeting with prayer at 8:48 PM. 



Park Road Presbyterian Church 
Wyomissing Pennsylvania 

Summary of Minutes of Electronic Meeting of Session 
February 16 – 18, 2023 

 
Moderator: Rev. Dr. Christopher DiVietro 
Clerk of Session:  Trudy A. Bush 
Elders Present:  Rick Bailey, Marybeth Dietrich, Gary Fox, Alison Pryski and Mike Wehn. 

 
On February 16, 2023, at 9:45 AM moderator Rev. Dr. Christopher DiVietro called an 

electronic meeting of Session for the sole purpose of electing a President of the Corporation of 
Park Road Church. At the Session meeting February 14, 2023, Rod Simmons was nominated for 
the position. At that time he requested a copy of the Corporation Bylaws to ascertain the specific 
duties of the president. Rod received the Bylaws, has read them pertaining to the role of 
corporation president and has agreed to serve in that capacity. 

 
Chris called for a motion. 
 
Marybeth Dietrich moved to elect Rod Simmons as corporation president. Trudy Bush 

seconded the motion. There were no questions. Chris called for a vote. All were in favor, none 
opposed. The meeting concluded on February 18, 2023, at 9:12 AM. 
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