
Park Road Presbyterian Church 
Wyomissing Pennsylvania 

Minutes of Stated Meeting of Session 
November 7, 2022 
Conference Room 

 
Moderator:  Rev. Dr. Christopher DiVietro 
Clerk of Session:  Trudy Bush 
Elders Present:  Rick Bailey, Marybeth Dietrich, Brian Keeny and Cindy Sensenig 
Elders Excused:  Sheila Carter and Gary Fox 
Staff Present:  Liesel Ackley 
Guests Present:  None 
 
Moderator Dr. Christopher DiVietro led our discussion based on previous readings in Winsome 
Convictions by Tim Muehlhoff and Richard Langer. Chris then called the meeting to order and 
opened with prayer at 7:32 PM. 
 
Session Business: 

1. Approval of minutes: 
Session: October 11, 2022 
Deacons: September 13, 2022 
Trustees: September 27, 2022 
 

2. Clerk’s Report was presented by the Clerk of Session: 
  Births:    Lincoln Van Buren, son of Michelle and Brenden, on 
     October 18, 2022 

Baptisms: 
   Adult:  Kathy Johnson on November 6, 2022 
Deaths:  Philip Wolfe on October 27, 2022 
Excused Elders: Sheila Carter and Gary Fox 
 

3. Calendar: 
November 9: Young in Heart 
November 12: Park Road Men 
November 19: Free Christmas card photos 
November 20: Christmas decorating 
December 3: Holly and Ivy Christmas brunch 
December 4: Gingerbread house decorating contest 
December 10: Free Santa drive-thru 
December 16: Caroling in West Reading (TBD) 
December 18: Ugly Christmas sweater and cookie party 
December 24: Christmas Eve service at 4 PM 

 



4. Shepherding updates: Shepherding experiences were shared by Chris and some of the 
elders. 

5. Next steps regarding mission, boundary and accountability principles: it has been noted 
that Park Road’s current men’s and women’s programs are not producing growth in 
discipleship. There are a few one-on-one discipleship relationships in our congregation, 
but only a few. It is our desire to equip, empower and release disciples to do their discipling 
work, especially one-on-one relationships with younger adults. Chris will be meeting with 
the leaders of both ministries on November 21 to discuss how to implement discipleship 
relationships in our congregation. 

6. Revision of Park Road’s corporation by-laws and articles of incorporation:  the final work 
on the revisions has been completed, and the documents were distributed to the elders prior 
to this meeting. The elders had no questions. The revisions will be presented to the Trustees 
at their joint meeting with Session on December 13 (Don Stevens will be invited to attend 
that meeting). The revised documents will be published for the congregation on December 
14, and there will be a question-and-answer meeting with the congregation on December 
18. The revisions will then be presented at the Annual Meeting of the Congregation on 
January 15, 2023. 

7. Future staffing strategy: assistant pastor Drew Thomas recently had an interview for a solo 
pastor position in Jacksonville, FL. Park Road supports Drew in his future plans. Chris 
believes adding a youth intern instead of a youth pastor might be the appropriate next step. 
He has been in touch with his friend Dave Coryell, who teaches in the youth ministry 
department at Lancaster Bible College. Dave is also the Executive Director of Christian 
Endeavor, a Lancaster-based organization that equips and resources local church youth 
ministries. Christian Endeavor could provide coaching for this intern. Having an intern 
instead of a pastor would also involve transferring some of Drew’s responsibilities to Liesel 
Ackley, as well as hiring a 10-12 hour/week office administrator whose responsibilities 
would include communication (e-blast, events, etc.) and Park Road’s calendar.  

8. Nominations: very few nominations have been sent in from the congregation. However, 
Chris has been speaking to various covenant partners to ascertain their willingness to serve 
as elder or deacon. Chris and Brian Keeny, chair of the Nominating Committee, will choose 
a date near the end of November for the committee’s first meeting. Chris will send out an 
email to the committee members to set the date. 

9. Covenant partner Pat Hummel has asked if there would be a way to make Session minutes 
more readily available to the congregation; they are currently posted on the bulletin board 
in the gathering space. After discussion it was decided that Session minutes will be posted 
on Park Road’s website, on the leadership page. Park Road’s Bylaws will also be posted 
there. Liesel Ackley will oversee this. 

10. Pat Hummel also asked if pictures of new covenant partners could be posted in the 
gathering space at Park Road, to familiarize everyone with these new faces. After 
discussion it was decided to ask the Deacons if they would be willing to approach new 
covenant partners to ask them if they would like to have their pictures and addresses posted 
on the on-line church directory. 

11. How has the Holy Spirit been evident in our congregation in the past month? 
 



In the baptism of Kathy Johnson on November 6 
In the participation of a lot of young families in the Trunk or Treat 
In the steady, healthy growth of the Worship Team, and their ability to express 
 themselves worshipfully 
In the delight of our young children in coming to Park Road 
  

Dr. DiVietro closed the meeting with prayer at 8:56 PM. 
 
 


