
Park Road Presbyterian Church 
Wyomissing Pennsylvania 

Minutes of Stated Meeting of Session 
December 13, 2022 

All-purpose Room and Conference Room 
 

Moderator:  Rev. Dr. Christopher DiVietro 
Clerk of Session:  Trudy Bush 
Elders Present:  Rick Bailey, Brian Keeny and Cindy Sensenig 
Elders Excused:  Sheila Carter, Marybeth Dietrich and Gary Fox 
Staff Present:  Liesel Ackley 
Guests Present:  Don Stevens and Mike Taylor 
 
The annual joint meeting of the Trustees and Session was called to order at 7:04 PM by the 
moderator of Session, Rev. Dr. Christopher DiVietro, who opened the meeting with prayer. This 
year the Deacons were invited as Chris wanted to present to all of Park Road’s leaders an overview 
of the vision for changing Park Road Church from a bicameral to a unicameral governance system, 
along with a summary of the roles and functions of the various subcommittees to Session that will 
be created. Transition steps are still being work out. Subcommittee members will be chosen for 
their expertise in various areas. A part-time (10-12 hours/week) Administrative Assistant will be 
hired to assist Administrative Pastor Liesel Ackley, to help Liesel with logistics and free her up 
for more pastoral ministry. A Youth Intern will also be hired to invest in and rebuild Park Road’s 
student ministry as Drew Thomas plans to leave Park Road. 
 
The major focus for Park Road in 2023 will be to emphasize relational discipleship and spiritual 
formation for our covenant partners. This is imperative as we desire to see our covenant partners 
grow in spiritual maturity, and become disciplers themselves, reaching out to others. 
 
Next, Don Stevens presented the proposed amended Corporation Bylaws and Articles of 
Incorporation for Park Road Presbyterian Church. After some discussion, the Deacons left the 
meeting.  

Brenden VanBuren then made the following motion for the Trustees: 

         
Motion to Recommend to the corporation the adoption of the Amendments to the Articles of 
Incorporation draft 20221031 and the Amendments to the Corporation bylaws draft 20221210 
with suggested incorporation of language from Congregation Bylaws article VI to Corporation 
Bylaws article XII and change the language of “congregation” to “corporation” in Corporation 
Bylaws article VIII paragraph 1. Rod Simmons seconded the motion. There was no further 
discussion. The motion was approved unanimously by the Trustees. 

Brian Keeny then made the following motion for the Session: Motion to recommend to the 
congregation to rescind the Congregation Bylaws, and adopt the Corporation Bylaws as 
recommended in accordance with Trustee amendments to the Articles of Incorporation and the 



Corporation Bylaws. Rick Bailey seconded the motion. There was no further discussion. The 
motion was approved unanimously by Session. These amended documents will be sent to the 
congregation in the December 16, 2022 e-blast. There will then be an opportunity for questions 
and answers by the congregation after worship on Sunday, December 18, 2022. The amended 
documents will be voted on at the Annual Meeting to be held January 15, 2023. 

 
Mike Taylor presented the draft 2023 budget. The new HVAC system that was installed this past 
year, plus the rewiring of the electric and gas systems, has resulted in a decrease in both utility and 
maintenance costs. The budgeted giving for 2022 has not been met, but expenses have been less 
than budgeted. Session will determine any changes in staff compensation for 2023 later today at 
their stated meeting. 
 
The joint meeting concluded at 8:45 PM and Session adjourned to Chris’ study for their meeting. 
 
The agenda of business was accepted by consensus. 
 
Session Business: 

1. Approval of minutes: 
Session: November 7, 2022 
Deacons: October 11, 2022 
Trustees:  
 

2. Clerk’s Report was presented by the Clerk of Session: 
New Members  Carl & Debby Andrews, Jan Bettinger, Catherine Rapp 
    and Ron Schaffer on November 20, 2022 
Excused Elders: Sheila Carter, Marybeth Dietrich and Gary Fox 
 

3. Calendar: 
December 14: Young in Heart 
December 18: Ugly Christmas sweater and cookie party 
December 23: Christmas caroling in West Reading 
December 24: Christmas Eve service at 4 PM 
January 15: Last day for men’s socks and underwear collection for HRM 
 

4. Shepherding updates: Shepherding experiences were shared by Chris and several of the 
elders. 

5. Staff evaluations and compensation: Chris presented the evaluations of our three staff 
members, Liesel, Liz DiVietro and Drew Thomas (Chris had sent copies of all the 
evaluations to the elders prior to the meeting). After discussion (Chris abstained from the 
conversation regarding Liz’s salary and was excused from the discussion regarding his 
salary), the following changes in compensation for 2023 were made: 

a. Liesel Ackley to receive a salary increase of 8.5% on her stated salary. 
b. Liz DiVietro to receive a salary increase of $1,000/year. 



c. Drew Thomas to receive no salary increase. 
d. Chris DiVietro to receive a salary increase of 10% on his stated salary. 

Trudy Bush will communicate these changes for 2023 to treasurer Mike Taylor. 
6. Prior to the meeting Chris sent copies of draft templates of job descriptions for a youth 

intern and administrative assistant. These were reviewed by the elders, and a few editing 
recommendations were made. Brian Keeny will also ask his wife, Bette Keeny, to review 
the admin assistant job description as she has much experience in this area. After they are 
finalized, the job descriptions will be circulated, but not before Drew Thomas’ plans for 
leaving Park Road are finalized. 

7. How has the Holy Spirit been evident in our congregation in the past month? 
 
In the constant flow of new faces visiting Park Road 
The music during worship is “better and better every Sunday” 
The Alpha program coming to Park Road in February 
In the shift towards relational discipleship in the men’s & women’s ministries 
In the good response to the Sunday School class on Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
In the good volunteer participation in the Santa Drive Thru 
  

Dr. DiVietro closed the meeting with prayer at 9:50 PM. 
 
The next stated meeting of Session will be held on Tuesday, January 10, 2023. 
 


