
Message Notes | This is Us 
Part 2: Who’s the Boss? 
John 15:5-12 
 
 
® the youngest child gets all the attention 
 
 
#1  Every family has a ___________________. 

 
 

® one-tiered - Matthew 20:25-26 
 
® two parts to God’s family - John 15:1,5 

 
 
 

#2 Jesus is the ________________. 
 Everyone else is a ________________.  
 
 
® the agriculture principle- vs. 5-8, Gal 5:22-23 

 
 
 

#3 There will be ___________________when you ___________________a 
branch for a vine. 

  
 
® your role in the family defined - vs. 9-14 
  
 
 
#4 Your place in the hierarchy does not 
 ___________________ your ___________________. 
 

® “Jesus is my vine. I am his branch.” 

Group Questions | This is Us 
Part 2: Who’s the Boss? 
John 15:5-12 

 
 
1. What does your family hierarchy look like? Where do you fit in? 
 
 
2. Read John 15:5. In this verse and the section around it, Jesus makes 

heavy use of the terms “branch” and “vine.” The vine is what gives life, 
purpose, and potential to the branch that’s connected to it. What differ-
ence does it make when you are intentional with your connection to Je-
sus? 

 
 
3. What does it look like when you depend on someone in your family to be 

your vine? 
 
 
4. What does it look like when you start treating someone as if they were a 

branch connected to you? 
 
 
5. Read Philippians 2:5-9. Even if a follower of Jesus is in a position of 

authority (or elevated in hierarchy), what does that mean for them? 
 
 How have you seen this positively modeled by someone else? 
 
 
6. Your place in your family hierarchy does not change your identity in Jesus. 

In what way does that challenge you to view things differently? 
 
 
7. “Jesus is my vine. I am his branch.” What can you do this month to model 

this truth in your family? 
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Message Notes | This is Us 
Part 2: Who’s the Boss? 
John 15:5-12 
 
 
® the youngest child gets all the attention 
 
 
#1  Every family has a hierarchy. When it comes to yours, 

who’s the boss? 
 
 

® one-tiered - Matthew 20:25-26 
 
® two parts to God’s family - John 15:1,5 

 
 
 

#2 Jesus is the vine. Everyone else is a branch.  
 
 
® the principle of agriculture - vs. 5-8, Gal 5:22-23 

 
 
 

#3 There will be conflict when you mistake a branch for a 
vine. 

  
 
® your role in the family is defined - vs. 9-14 
  
 
 
#4 Your place in the hierarchy does not change your identity. 
 
 

® “Jesus is my vine. I am his branch.” 
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Scripture References 
 

John 15:5-12 

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will 
bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in 
me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are 
picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my 
words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This 
is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 
disciples. 9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in 
my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I 
have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you 
this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My 
command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 

 

Philippians 2:5-9 

In your rela onships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Je-
sus: 

6 Who, being in very nature God, 
    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own ad-
vantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing 
    by taking the very nature of a servant, 
    being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, 
    he humbled himself 
    by becoming obedient to death— 
        even death on a cross! 


