
Message Notes | The Kingdom of God 
Part 3: The Temple 
John 2:13-22 
 
 
® sanctuary 
 
® the temple in Jerusalem - vs. 13-17 
 

   
#1 In places that God considers sacred, 
 he will _________________ what does not _______________.  

  
 
® three days to raise the temple - vs. 18-21 

 
 
 
#2  Most people were so focused on the building 
 that they forgot the ________________ it _________________. 

 
 
® after the temple was raised - vs. 22 
 
® like living stones - 1 Peter 2:4-5 
 
 
 

#3 Your ________________ is God’s temple. 
 God’s ________________ are his house. 
  
 

® renovation, not condemnation 

Group Questions | The Kingdom of God 
Part 3: The Temple 
John 2:13-22 

 
1. Agree or disagree: People should pay extra attention to how they behave 

when in a church building. 
 
 
2. The sermon talked about the temple in Jerusalem. How did the design of 

this building teach people about the way they relate to God? 
 
 
3. Read John 2:13-17. What is the difference between zeal and anger?  
 
 
4. Read John 2:18-21. Jesus’ sacrifice and resurrection would be the fulfill-

ment of everything the temple stood for. Why do you think the Jews 
mentioned in this section were unable to see that? 

 
 
5. How can you tell if a church starts to get too focused on buildings and 

not focused on kingdom work? 
 
 
6.  Read 1 Peter 2:4-5. How might these verses challenge Christians today 

to rethink their view of church and ministry? 
 
 
7. Jesus did not come to condemn (destroy). He came to renovate (make 

new). What does this mean for a person who feels like their past dis-
qualifies them from having a purpose in God’s kingdom? 

 
 
8. When Jesus came to the temple, he addressed what was happening in 

the most common, secular place of the temple complex. What are some 
areas of life that Christians might tend to label as “secular” and not 
bring God into it?  
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Message Notes | The Kingdom of God 
Part 3: The Temple 
John 2:13-22 
 
 
® sanctuary 
 
® the temple in Jerusalem - vs. 13-17 
 

   
#1 In places that God considers sacred, 
 he will drive out what does not belong.  

  
 
® three days to raise the temple - vs. 18-21 

 
 
 
#2  Most people were so focused on the building 
 that they forgot the Kingdom it represented. 

 
 
® after the temple was raised - vs. 22 
 
® like living stones - 1 Peter 2:4-5 
 
 
 

#3 Your body is God’s temple. 
 God’s people are his house. 
  
 

® renovation, not condemnation 
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Bible Reading for Today 
 

John 2:13-22 
 

When it was almost me for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In 
the temple courts he found people selling ca le, sheep and doves, and others 
si ng at tables exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove 
all from the temple courts, both sheep and ca le; he sca ered the coins of the 
money changers and overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold doves he 
said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a market!” 17 His 
disciples remembered that it is wri en: “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 

18 The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your au-
thority to do all this?” 

19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three 
days.” 

20 They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going 
to raise it in three days?” 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 A er 
he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they 
believed the scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.  


