
Message Notes | The Kingdom of God 
Part 1: God is Here 
Matthew 4:12-17 
 
 
 
® defining the kingdom of God - vs. 12-17 
 

   
#1 God is __________________ here. 
 Things are going to ___________________. 

  
 
® signs of the kingdom’s coming - Matthew 11:4-5 

 
 
#2  What Jesus _______________proved that God ________________. 

 
 
® the kingdom of mankind - Luke 17:20-21 
 
 

#3 God’s kingdom is not something we 
 naturally _____________ or _______________. 

   
 
® the dawn of a new kingdom - Ezekiel 36:24-27 
 
 

#4 The kingdom of God works _______________ you 
 to ________________ your __________________. 

 
 
® evaluate your operating system 

Group Questions | The Kingdom of God 
Part 1: God is Here 
Matthew 4:12-17 

 
1. The phrase “kingdom of God” or “kingdom of heaven” is used 99 times in 

the New Testament. Why do you think this phrase is so common? 
 
 
2. Jesus’ miracles were proof that God’s kingdom had indeed come. Has any-

thing happened in your life that you would point back to as evidence that 
“God is here”? 

  
 
3.  Read Matthew 4:12-17. What was the significance of Jesus settling in 

Capernaum? 
 
 Verse 17, Jesus proclaimed that “the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

Why did Jesus prefix this announcement with the command to repent? 
 
  
4. Compare Matthew 5:20 with Matthew 18:3. What do you learn about 

entering God’s kingdom from both of these verses? 
 
 
5. Share some examples of how life in today’s world can blind us from seeing 

or seeking God’s kingdom. 
 
 
6. Read Ezekiel 36:24-27. These words were originally written to people 

who were exiled from their homes because of their disobedience. How do 
these words apply to you today?  

 
 
7. God’s kingdom transforms people’s hearts in a way that changes the way 

they live. But it is easy to default back to the kingdom of mankind that is 
content to just conform people’s behavior. Share an area of life where you 
want to improve the way you live according to the kingdom of God. 
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Message Notes | The Kingdom of God 
Part 1: God is Here 
Matthew 4:12-17 
 
 
 
® defining the kingdom of God - vs. 12-17 
 

   
#1 God is literally here. 
 Things are going to change. 

  
 
® signs of the kingdom’s coming - Matthew 11:4-5 

 
 
#2  What Jesus changed proved that God is here. 

 
 
® the kingdom of mankind - Luke 17:20-21 
 
 

#3 God’s kingdom is not something we 
 naturally see or seek. 

   
 
® the dawn of a new kingdom - Ezekiel 36:24-27 
 
 

#4 The kingdom of God works within you 
 to transform your heart. 

 
 
® evaluate your operating system 
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Bible Reading for Today 
 

Matthew 4:12-17 
 

When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 

Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the 
area of Zebulun and Naphtali— 14 to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isai‐
ah:  
15 “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, 
    the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan, 
    Galilee of the Gen les— 
16 the people living in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of the shadow of death 
    a light has dawned.” 
17 From that me on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
has come near.” 


