
accidentally giving away a fortune 
 
 
1. When you have something good, you want to keep it. 
 

 
The “birthright” is the right of the oldest son to carry on his family name and inherit a double portion of his father’s wealth. 
 
 
Genesis 25:24-26 Jacob and Esau were twins. Why was it so important to remember which one was born first? 
 
Genesis 25:29-33  What did Esau do? Why do you think he did it? 
 
Genesis 32:24-28  What amazing thing was Jacob able to do? 
 
 
 
2. Jacob held tightly to God’s promise. His name was changed to Israel. 

 
 
Genesis 37:19-27 - Israel had twelve sons. What did the older sons do to the youngest one? 
 
Genesis 39:6-10,19-20 - What bad thing happened to Joseph? Why did God allow it to happen? 
 
Genesis 41:14-16 - What ultimately happened because Joseph was brought to Egypt? 

 
 
 

3. Though Joseph went through hardships, God used him to bless many people. 
  
 
 
What birthright does God give to you? 
 
 
What does it look like to never let that go? 
 
 
How can God use you to bless many others? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

God promised that you are his child. 
That is something to never give away. 
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Part 5: The Birthright Brothers 



 
1. Can you think of a time when someone accidentally gave away or lost something that was very valuable? 
 
 
2. Was Jacob wrong for encouraging his brother to give him the birthright? Or was Esau 

in the wrong for giving it away? 
 
 Honestly, neither of them were in the right. Jacob was manipulating a weakness in his brother, and Esau 
was mindlessly careless with something that he should have treasured. The interesting thing is that God 
worked through it anyway.  
  
 

3. What does it look like to wrestle with God (in a good way)?  
It means that we hold him to the promises that he has made, while trusting him to guide things as only 
he can know best. 
 
 

 4.   Do you relate more to Joseph or his older brothers? Why? 
Most will see some of themselves in both. 
For those who relate with Joseph, remind them that God can work good things out of bad situations. 
For those who relate with the brothers, remind them that getting even never makes things right. 
 
 

5. When Joseph resisted temptation in Potiphar’s household, he still ended up being put 
into prison. Life wasn’t fair. How did Joseph’s attitude in prison serve as a good exam-
ple for you to follow? 
He still depended on God. Even though he couldn’t change his situation, he decided to lean on God 
throughout it all. 
 
 

6. Time permitting, look up Genesis 45 and see how the story ended between Joseph 
and his brothers. 
Note especially Genesis 45:7! 

Important Words 
 

Birthright 
The right of the oldest son to 
carry on the family name and 
inherit a double share of the 

family estate. 
 

Jacob 
Son of Isaac and twin brother to 

Esau. Later his name became 
“Israel.” He tricked his twin 

brother Esau into giving up the 
birthright. 

 
Esau 

Son of Isaac and twin brother of 
Jacob. Though he was born first, 
he gave up his birthright for a 

bowl of soup. 
 

Joseph 
One of the twelve sons of Jacob. 
He was sold as a slave to Egypt, 
but was eventually made second 
in command of all Egypt. This is 

why the Israelites settled in 
Egypt. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son,  

that you have graciously kept me this day.  
Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me this night.  

Into your hands I commend my body, and soul, and all things.  
Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me.  

AMEN. 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION STARTERS 



 

Journal 
 
Summarize some things you remember from the large group lesson this past week. Use your lesson notes and look up the 
Bible references to help you remember. 

 
 
 

Assignment 
Review some highlights from Joseph’s life using the questions and references below. 

 
1. What bad thing did Joseph’s brothers do to him? (Genesis 37:19-27) 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2. Read Genesis 45:1-7. Was Joseph angry with his brothers? Why or why not? 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
3.  What’s something you can do to keep calm the next time you are tempted to be angry at somebody? 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memory 
Throughout Genesis you can see how God kept his promise alive. The reason he did it was because he 
was faithful, not because people deserved it. Titus 3:4-5 will remind you why God kept his promise to 
send a Savior. 

Name:   ____________________________________ 
 

Grade: __________ 
 
 

Promise Part 5 

Titus 3:4-5  

But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, 

not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.  


