
Message Notes 
Building NorthCross Part 5: Best Friend 
John 15:9-17 
 
 

® how many friends do you have? 
 
 
#1 Jesus elevated the importance of having friends 
 and raised the standard for being a friend. 
 
® that’s a lot to ask - vs. 9-14 
 
 
#2 Good friends improve the quality of your life. 
 Best friends improve the direction of your life. 
 
® out of your league - vs. 15-16 
 
 
#3 Good friends just happen. 
 Best friends require intention. 
 
® why best friends are rare - vs. 17 

 
 

#4 With Jesus you have what you need to be  
 the friend that somebody needs. 

 
 

Group Questions 
Building NorthCross Part 5: Best Friend 
John 15:9-17 
 

 

 
1. Do you feel like you have a lot of friends? Why or why not? 
 
 
2. Evaluate this quote from Christian author CS Lewis:  
 
 “Friendship is unnecessary, like philosophy, like art…. It has no 

survival value; rather it is one of those things which give value to 
survival.” 

 
 
3.  Read John 15:9-14. How did Jesus raise the standards for what 

it means to be a friend?  
 
 
4. The kind of friend that Jesus described doesn’t just happen. It 

requires intention and time. What are some common things that 
hinder that kind of friendship from happening? 

 
 
5. Read John 15:15-16. What impact do you think it had on the 

disciples when Jesus referred to them no longer as his servants, 
but now as his friends? 

  
 What does it mean for you that Jesus is your friend? 
 
  
6.  The best friends don’t just improve the quality of your life. They 

impact the direction of your life. Who are some of the key peo-
ple in your life who have done that for you? 

 
 
7. Making it to Growth Group meetings isn’t always the most con-

venient thing to do, but it’s usually the most important thing to 
do. Share what difference it makes for you when you intentional-
ize growth group attendance. 

 
 


