
Message Notes 
Building NorthCross Part 3: Dirty Work 
Matthew 13:18-23 
 
 

® apply what Jesus did to whatever it is you do 
 
 
#1 Something is _______________ your ______________. 
 
 
® a parable that gives supernatural vision - vs. 3-9 
® helpless and vulnerable to the birds - vs. 18-19 
 
 
#2 Your ______________ is bigger. 
 
 
® the rocky places - vs. 20-21 
 
 
#3 Be eager to be ______________. 
 
 
® in need of good weedership - vs. 22 

 
 

#4 Identify the ______________ ______________. 
 
 

® where credit is due - vs. 23 

Group Questions 
Building NorthCross Part 3: Dirty Work 
Matthew 13:18-23 
 

 

1. Spiritual growth is when you apply what Jesus did to an area of 
your life. Give an example of a common area of life where to-
day’s followers of Jesus wish they could grow more. 

  
 
2. Read Matthew 13:3-9. What made farming such a good analo-

gy for the topic of spiritual growth? 
 
 
3.  Read Matthew 13:18-19 and comment on the importance of 

Proverbs 3:5 (below). 
 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart 
and lean not on your own understanding. 

 
 
4. Read Matthew 13:20-21. While God provides good blessing, it 

is often the hardships that are most useful for shaping you. 
Share an example of a hardship from your past that God used to 
shape you in some way. What would have happened if that 
hardship was replaced with something “good”? 

 
 
5. Read Matthew 13:22. To what degree do you think you have 

been choked by the worries of life and the deceitfulness of 
wealth? 

  
 
6.  Jesus mentioned three things that can hinder your growth: the 

devil, the world, and yourself. Which one of those has been hin-
dering your growth the most? What can you do to address it? 

 
 
7. The end of the parable (vs. 23) shows off the full potential of the 

seed. Why is it important to remember that the credit for your 
spiritual growth belongs to God? 


