
Message Notes | Parables 
The Potential is in the Seed 
Mark 4:26-31 
 
 
® the life that could have been 
 
 
#1  God offers a ______________ that is not limited by your 

________________. 
 
 
® he didn’t know how it worked; it just worked - vs. 26-27 

 
 
 

 #2 God grows you in ways you will not _________________. 
 
 
® first comes the stalk, then comes the… vs. 28-29 
 
 
 
#3 It takes time to get from _____________ to ______________. 
 
 
® another parable, but with one seed - vs. 30-31 
 
 
 
#4 The purpose God has for you is not just about what you 

are doing. It’s about __________ you are ___________________. 
 
 
® you are just the farmer 

Group Questions | Parables 
The Potential is in the Seed 
Mark 4:26-31 

 
 
1. How would you fill in the blank? “This world would be a very differ-

ent place if ______________ never happened/existed.” 
 
 
2. What is a key event or two from your past that shaped the reality 

you live in today?  
 
 Would you change things if you could? 
 
 
3. Read the Parable of the Growing Seed in Mark 4:26-29. As you 

evaluate the entire parable, what aspect about farming is Jesus 
bringing the most attention to? 

 
 What spiritual truth does this teach us? 
  
  
4. God can grow you in unexpected ways you don’t understand. 

Share a way God has done that for you in your life. 
 
 
5. This parable also highlights the fact that growth takes time. What 

happens when you expect God to take you straight from “seed to 
sickle” without the necessary growth between? 

 
 
6. Read Hebrews 13:8. What does this verse mean for you when you 

are struggling to find the purpose of your own life? 
 
 
7. The purpose God has for you is not just about what you do. It’s 

about who you’d have to become in order to do what you do. What 
perspective does this bring to the goals you’ve been pursing in your 
life? 
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Message Notes | Parables 
The Potential is in the Seed 
Mark 4:26-31 
 
 
® the life that could have been 
 
 
#1  God offers a life that is not limited by your potential. 
 
 
® he didn’t know how it worked; it just worked - vs. 26-27 

 
 
 

 #2 God grows you in ways you will not understand. 
 
 
® first comes the stalk, then comes the… vs. 28-29 
 
 
 
#3 It takes time to get from seed to sickle. 
 
 
® another parable, but with one seed - vs. 30-31 
 
 
 
#4 The purpose God has for you is not just about what you 

are doing. It’s about who you are becoming. 
 
 
® you are just the farmer 
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Bible Reading for Today 
 

Mark 4:26-32 
 

Jesus also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters 
seed on the ground. 27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the 
seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. 28 All by itself 
the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel 
in the head. 29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, be-
cause the harvest has come.” 
30 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what 
parable shall we use to describe it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which is the 
smallest of all seeds on earth. 32 Yet when planted, it grows and becomes 
the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can 
perch in its shade.” 


