
Message Notes 
ONE Christmas Part 1: Behind the Scenes 
Luke 1:5-20 

 

® Christmas makes a difference 
 
® Christmas teaches us about God 
 
 
#1  We are tempted to equate the absence of change in our lives 

with the absence of God in our lives.  
 
 
® let’s look Behind the Scenes 
 
® a visit from an angel - vs. 5-13 
 
 
#2  God may be silent but he is never absent.  
 
 
® prayer makes a difference - 1 Peter 5:7 
 
® at the appointed time - vs. 14-20 

 
 

#3  God works with eternity in mind.  
 
 
#4  Put down the weight. 
 

Group Questions 
ONE Christmas Part 1: Behind the Scenes 
Luke 1:5-20 

 
 

1. What’s the best part of the Christmas season? 
 
 What’s the worst part? 
 
 
2. The people at the time of Zechariah and Elizabeth had waited a 

long time for the Savior to come? Can you recall some of the Old 
Testament promises of the coming Savior? (if you’re having trouble, 
you can reference: Isaiah 7:14, Micah 5:2, Zechariah 9:9, Isaiah 53:3-6, Job 
19;25)  

 
 
3. Read Luke 1:5-13. Zechariah and Elizabeth had prayed to have a 

child for years. And yet, they were unable to. Have you ever had a 
season of life where it seemed as if God was absent or inatten-
tive? What did you learn in that season? 

 
 
4. Is prayer effective? Explain. 
 
 
5. Read Luke 1: 14-20. What does the phrase “appointed time” (vs. 

20) teach you about God?  What does it teach you about the chal-
lenging and/or difficult seasons of life?  

 
 
6. God works in your life with eternity in mind.  What does that 

mean? 
 
 
7. Sometimes we carry the “weight” of things hat we were never in-

tended to carry. Do you have any examples of this from your own 
life? 

 
 
 Read 1 Peter 5:7.  This verse gives some great encouragement 

about what to with the “weight” of our anxiety. Practically speak-
ing, how do we do this?  


