
Message Notes 
Waiting for Christmas 
Part 1: When God has other Plans 
2 Samuel 7:1-16 

 
 

® the signs of Christmas are everywhere 
 
#1  Christmas moves us to think about a life  

 that’s bigger than life. 

 
 

® King David has an idea - vs. 1-2 
 
® God has an answer - vs. 3-7 

 
 
#2  Good plans are not always God plans. 

 
 
® how do you react to God saying, “No?” - vs. 8-9 
 
 

#3  A loving God can say “no” and still be a loving God. 
 
 

® the bigger picture - vs. 9-16 
 
 
#4  God always plans with  eternity in mind. 

Group Questions 
Waiting for Christmas 
Part 1: When God has other Plans 
2 Samuel 7:1-16 
 

1. Christmas is a season that amplifies a person’s feelings and 
emotions. What is one of your happiest memories of the 
Christmas season? What is one of your saddest? 

 
 
2.  Many people celebrate Christmas, but don’t believe in Jesus or 

follow Him. Why do you think the Christmas season is so at-
tractive to even those who aren’t Christians? As you listen to 
people’s answers, can you ever relate? 

 
 
3. Read 2 Samuel 7:1-7. David had a good idea brought forward 

with good motives. And yet, God’s answer was “no.” Has that 
ever happened to you? What have learned from that situation? 

 
 
4. Imagine a God who gave you everything you ever asked for. 

What would you like or dislike about Him?    
 
 
5. A loving God can say no and still be a loving God. What are 

some reasons that the most loving thing God could do is to 
say “no” to your plans? (If you’re having trouble, think of your 
life as a parent.)  

 
 
6. Why do you think we have the tendency to focus more on 

what God hasn’t given us than on what He has? 
 
 
7. Compare 2 Samuel 7:16 with Luke 1:32-33. Jesus was the ulti-

mate fulfillment of God’s promises to David. What difference 
does it make in your life that Jesus is your King with an eternal 
kingdom? 

 
8. Read 2 Samuel 8:1-2. David was able to sit in God’s presence 

and praise Him even in the midst of God’s “no.” What thoughts 
or truths will help us do the same? 


