
Message Notes 
Wish You Were Here Part 1: From There to Here 
1 John 1:5-10 
 
 

® of all the places in the world, I wish I were __________. 
 
#1  God loves you there, but wishes you were here. 
® John’s experience from there to here - vs. 5 
 
#2 God: “Wish you were in the light.” 
® metaphor explained - John 3:19-21 
® wish you were here - vs. 6-10 
 
#3  God wishes things for you, not from you. 
® sin is a big deal to God… but why? 
® wish granted - 1 John 2:1-2 

 
#4  Being [HERE] requires confession from you and perfection 

from Jesus. 
® from there to here 

Growth Groups. Growth Groups are a core ministry at Beth-
lehem. The message notes and questions on the back are 
used as the basis for our Group discussions. 

Group Questions 
Wish You Were Here Part 1: From There to Here 
1 John 1:5-10 
 

1. If you could go anywhere in the world, where would it be? 
 
2. Some wishes are within the realm of reality while others are not. What impact does that make in the way you live and plan your life? Share a time when something you thought an impos-sible wish became a reality. 
 
3. Think of some common ways to finish the statement, “God wishes we were _________________.” 
 
 If Matt followed his script, he stated that we often view God’s wishes for us as unrealistic. Do you agree or disagree with that statement? Explain why. 
 
4. Read John 3:19-21. The sermon focused on the fact that God wants us to be “in the light.” What will it look like when a per-son lives in the light? What will it look like when a person lives in darkness? 
 What is the dividing line between people in darkness and peo-ple in light? 
 
5. “God loves you where you’re at, but he loves you too much to leave you there.” What are some ways you can show God-like love to people who might be living in darkness? 
 
6. Living in the light is a celebration of the fact that God has set us free from our sins through Jesus. If living in the light brings so much joy and peace, why do you think Christians naturally slink back into darkness? 


