
Message Notes 
JESUS Part 11: Grieving Sisters 
John 11:20-35 
 
 
® an experience all of us have faced  

 
® Lazarus is sick; Jesus doesn’t go - vs. 5-6a, 14-15 

 
  
#1  God can turn moments of great _____________ into 
 opportunities for great _________________. 
 
 
® Martha’s concern and Jesus’ reaction - vs. 20-27 
 

 
#2  In your grief remember _________  Jesus ______.  

 
 

® Mary’s concern and Jesus’ reaction - vs. 28-35 
 

 
#3  In your grief remember _________ Jesus ___________. 
 
 
® grief is a process with ups and downs 
 

Group Questions 
JESUS Part 11: Grieving Sisters 
John 11:20-35 
 
 

1. When was the first time that death became real for you?  
 
 What thoughts and emotions were going through your mind and 

heart?  
 
 
2. Read John 11:1-6.  How does it make you feel when you read 

that Jesus loved Lazarus and Mary and Martha but didn’t go to 
Bethany during their time of need? 

 
 
3. Read John 11:11-15. According to these verses, what was going 

to happen to the faith of the disciples through this pain and hard-
ship? Explain. 

 
 
4. God can turn moments of great loss into opportunities for 

great gain. Do you have any examples of this in your own life?  
 
 
5. Read John 11:21 & 32. What are Mary and Martha doing in these 

verses? Share a time when you’ve been guilty of doing something 
similar.  

 
 
6. Read John 11:21-27. Martha engages Jesus in conversation and 

he shares truth with her. Why is the truth of Jesus important dur-
ing times of grieving?  

 
 
7. Read John 11:32-35. Mary isn’t ready to talk with Jesus. She just 

weeps. How does Jesus react? Why does he react that way? What 
comfort or encouragement do you  find in Jesus’ reaction?  

 
 
8. In times of grief… 
 What happens when there’s tears (empathy) but no truth? 
 What happens when there’s truth but no tears (empathy)? 


