
Message Notes 
JESUS Part 1: The Right Start 
Matthew 3:13-17 

 

® the pursuit 
  
 
#1  Jesus’ story has the power to change your story.  
 
 
® the first 30 years of Jesus’ life - Matthew 13:55-56 
 
® John baptizing near the Jordan River - vs. 13 
 
® Jesus is baptized - vs. 14-17 
 
 
#2  Jesus’ baptism was the right start because God made it clear 

that Jesus was the right guy.   
 
 
® role reversal 
 
 
#3  Jesus’ baptism was the right start because Jesus made it clear 

that he was about the right thing.  
 

 
#4  Don’t fight for your approval. Jesus already did.  
 
 
 

Group Questions 
JESUS Part 1: The Right Start 
Matthew 3:13-17 

 
 

1. Soren Kierkegaard once wrote, “Most men pursue pleasure with 
such breathless haste that they hurry past it.” Do you agree with his 
statement? How might this statement temper or focus New Year’s 
resolutions?  

 
 
2. If there was one thing that you could know about the first 30 years 

of Jesus’ life, what would it be?   
 
 
3. Read Matthew 3:1-12. What’s your impression of John the Baptist? 

What’s your impression of his message?  
 
 Why was John’s ministry such an important preparation for Jesus’ 

public ministry? 
 
 
4. Read Matthew 3:13-14. Why did John have such a hard time with 

the idea of baptizing Jesus? 
 
 
5. Read Titus 3:4-7 & Acts 2:38. Why is it important to be baptized? 
 
 
6. Matthew 3:15. Why is it important that Jesus was baptized? 
 
 
 
7. Read Matthew 3:16-17. The sky tore open. The Holy Spirit de-

scended on Jesus. The Father spoke from heaven. God made it clear 
that Jesus was special. Why do you suppose there were so many 
that didn’t accept that Jesus was the Savior?  

 
 
8. Share blessings that you will receive when you truly accept that you 

don’t have to pursue approval because God already approves of 
you because of Jesus.    

 


