
Message Notes | Go 
Part 4: Listen 
Acts 17:16-31 
 
® we all have a story 

 
#1  We will better __________________ people when we _____________ 

to their ______________.  
 
 
® Paul was distressed - vs. 16 

® He went to the marketplace - vs. 17 

 
 
#2  When there are differences, 
 ____________  ___________ and ____________  __________. 

 
 
® Jesus was a great listener 
® listening helps us better understand 
® Paul has the chance to speak - vs. 19-29 
 
 

#3  God is not merely a means to get what _____  ________. 
 He is what _____  __________. 

 
 
® God gave us what we need the most - vs. 30-31 
 
 

#4  We have different _____________. 
 We have the same _______________:  ______________. 

 
 
Action Steps: 

 

 

Group Questions | Go 
Part 4: Listen 
Acts 17:16-31 

 
1. We all have story. What’s something in your past that greatly affected 

your relationship with God or view of life? How did it affect you? 
 
 
2. Read Acts 17:16-17. We spent some time in the sermon discussing the 

word distressed. What types of feelings or emotions does that word de-
scribe? Was this a good way to feel as a missionary? Why or why not? 

 
 What did Paul decide to do? How was this helpful?  
 
 
3.  Jesus took time to listen to people and their stories. Can you give some 

examples? As you do, for each example discuss some specific reasons why 
listening to that person would have been helpful/important as they were 
led to the Gospel. 

  
 
4. Read Acts 17:19-29. The Athenians had too small a view of God. Explain 

what that means from the verses. 
 
 What are some ways that we treat God as merely a means to getting what 

we want?  How do we break out of that way of thinking?  
 
 
5. Think back to the past event that affected your relationship with God. 

(your answer to question #1) How was Jesus the solution?  
 
 
6.  a. Describe the best listener you’ve known. Break it down as concretely as 

you can. What do they do? What do they say?  
 

 b. What are the effects people achieve who present themselves and com-
municate in these ways? What can they accomplish in these ways that oth-
erwise cannot be? 

 

 c. How do you feel about these types of people? 
 

 d. Why is true listening so rare? What gets in the way? 
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Message Notes | Go 
Part 4: Listen 
Acts 17:16-31 
 
® we all have a story 

 
#1  We will better understand people when we  
 listen to their stories.  

 
 
® Paul was distressed - vs. 16 

® He went to the marketplace - vs. 17 

 
 
#2  When there are differences, 
 listen more and assume less. 

 
 
® Jesus was a great listener 
® listening helps us better understand 
® Paul has the chance to speak - vs. 19-29 
 
 

#3  God is not merely a means to get what we need. 
 He is what we need. 

 
 
® God gave us what we need the most - vs. 30-31 
 
 

#4  We have different stories. 
 We have the same solution:  Jesus. 

 
 
Action Steps:  Who do you need to take time listen to? 
   Pray and pursue. 
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Bible Reading for Today 
 

Acts 17:16-31 
16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see 
that the city was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with both 
Jews and God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day with 
those who happened to be there. 18 A group of Epicurean and Stoic philoso-
phers began to debate with him. Some of them asked, “What is this babbler 
trying to say?” Others remarked, “He seems to be advocating foreign gods.” 
They said this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and 
the resurrection. 19 Then they took him and brought him to a meeting of the 
Areopagus, where they said to him, “May we know what this new teaching is 
that you are presenting? 20 You are bringing some strange ideas to our ears, 
and we would like to know what they mean.” 21 (All the Athenians and the 
foreigners who lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking about 
and listening to the latest ideas.) 
22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of 
Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I walked 
around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar 
with this inscription:    . So you are ignorant of the very 
thing you worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you. 
24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven 
and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands. 25 And he is 
not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself 
gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 26 From one man he 
made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he 
marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their 
lands. 27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for 
him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we 
live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, 
‘We are his offspring.’ 
29 “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the di-
vine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by human design 
and skill. 30 In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he com-
mands all people everywhere to repent. 31 For he has set a day when he will 
judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given 
proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” 


