
Message Notes | Family Tree 
Part 1: Judah and Tamar 
Genesis 38 
 
 
® Matthew had an unflattering way to introduce Jesus 

  
#1  The kind of people Jesus __________________________ 
 are the kind of people Jesus __________________________. 

 
 
® genealogy part 1 - Matthew 1:1-3 

® a complicated family scenario - Genesis 38:1-12 

 
 
#2  Judah _____________________his ________________________ 
 and Tamar paid the price. 

 
 
® wrong on so many levels - Genesis 38:12-23 
 
 

#3  Tamar was an innocent victim 
 who became ___________________________. 

 
 
® neither could condemn the other - Genesis 38:24-26 
 
® the One who could condemn you didn’t 
 
 

#4  Stop trying to _________________ 
 what God has already ________________. 

 

Group Questions | Family Tree 
Part 1: Judah and Tamar 
Genesis 38 

 
1. Are there any interesting stories that come out of your family tree? 
 
 
2. Matthew presented Jesus’ genealogy in a way that highlighted some 

shameful and embarrassing stories about his ancestors. What value is 
there in pausing to reflect on their stories? 

 
 
3.  Read Genesis 38:11. What was Judah’s motivation for telling Tamar to live 

as a widow in her father’s house? Was it reasonable?  
  
 What price did Tamar have to pay because of this? 
 
 
4. When you neglect your responsibilities in life, someone else will almost 

always pay the price. Share how you have experienced this to be true in 
your life. 

 
 How can a person “make things right” when they realize they put some-

one else in that situation? 
 
 
5. Read Genesis 38:13-16. Do you think Tamar was justified in her actions? 
 
  
6.  Is it right for a follower of Jesus to seek lawsuits or other legal actions 

against someone who has wronged them? When does it become wrong? 
 
 
7.  There will be stories from your life that make you cringe because of the 

sinful desires and decisions that you acted on. What does it look like to 
mourn your sins from the past while also celebrating the good things that 
God can work out of them? 
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Message Notes | Family Tree 
Part 1: Judah and Tamar 
Genesis 38 
 
 
® Matthew had an unflattering way to introduce Jesus 

  
#1  The kind of people Jesus came from 
 are the kind of people Jesus came for. 

 
 
® genealogy part 1 - Matthew 1:1-3 

® a complicated family scenario - Genesis 38:1-12 

 
 
#2  Judah neglected his responsibility 
 and Tamar paid the price. 

 
 
® wrong on so many levels - Genesis 38:12-23 
 
 

#3  Tamar was an innocent victim 
 who became not-so-innocent. 

 
 
® neither could condemn the other - Genesis 38:24-26 
 
® the One who could condemn you didn’t 
 
 

#4  Stop trying to rewrite what God has already redeemed. 
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Bible Reading for Today 
 

Genesis 38:27-30 
 

When the time came for [Tamar] to give birth, there were twin boys in 
her womb. 28 As she was giving birth, one of them put out his hand; so 
the midwife took a scarlet thread and tied it on his wrist and said, “This 
one came out first.” 29 But when he drew back his hand, his brother came 
out, and she said, “So this is how you have broken out!” And he was 
named Perez. 30 Then his brother, who had the scarlet thread on his 
wrist, came out. And he was named Zerah.  


