
Message Notes 
Difference Maker 
Matthew 5:14-16 
 
 
® forgetting purpose 
 
 
#1  A clear sense of purpose has the power to  
 transform your life. 
 
 
® you are the light of the world - vs. 14 
 
® light and darkness - John 8:12, Ephesians 5:8 

 
 
 

#2 Jesus has turned your darkness into light. 
  
 
® light is meant to shine - vs. 14-16 
 
 
  
#3 Live in a way that shines a light on the  
 goodness of God.  
  
 
® the blessing and challenge of the last 2 years 

 
 

#4 Don’t just watch church. Be the church. 
 
Two ways: 
 1. Invite people to come to church with you. 
 
 2. Join a team. 

Group Questions 
Difference Maker 
Matthew 5:14-16 

 
1. Have you ever had a season where you struggled with purpose? What 

did you learn in that season? 
 
 
2. Read Matthew 5:14-16. What does Jesus say about your purpose in 

these verses? How do you feel about that? 
 
 
3. Our purpose begins with an understanding of what Jesus has done for 

us. In what ways was life before Christ like living in darkness? 
 
 In what ways is life with Christ like living in light? 
 
 
4. Read Matthew 5:16. Share some ways that you’ve been letting your 

light shine where God has placed you. (work, school, neighborhood) 
  
 What are some challenges you have faced to letting your light shine? 
  
 
5.  Is there someone that you could invite to come to church with you? Who 

is it? Do you have any hesitations about asking? If so, what are they? 
  
 
6. If you’ve been part of a church for any period of time, you have benefited 

from volunteers who serve. Can you think of a volunteer at your church 
who inspires you? 

 
 
7. Are you currently serving in your church? If so, what role do you have and 

what blessings have you noticed? If not, what barriers to serving are you 
currently facing? 

 
 
8.  How are you going to personally respond to this message? (At church? 

Outside of church?)  
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Bible Reading for Today 
 

Matthew 5:14-16 
 
14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hid-
den. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they 
put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same 
way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven 


