
Message Notes | Asking for a Friend 
Part 3: Why Are There Hypocrites in the Church? 
Luke 18:9-14 
 
 
® the Church is far from perfect 
 
 
#1  There’s a little bit of ______________ in all of us. 
 
 
 
® there is a gap - Romans 7:18-19 

  
® the Pharisee - vs. 9-12 
 
 

 
#2 Be ______________ about _______________. 
 
 
® self-righteousness - Matthew 23:25-27 
 
® Jesus had perfect righteousness, but… 
 
  
 
#3 Find ______________ in ______________.  
 
 
® repentance and humility - vs. 13-14 

 
 

 
#4 Your ____________ is a _______________. 

Group Questions | Asking for a Friend 
Part 3: Why Are There Hypocrites in the Church? 
Luke 18:9-14 

 
1. Agree or Disagree with statement: There is a little bit of hypocrite in all 

of us. Explain your answer and/or share an example from your life. 
 
 
2. Read Romans 7:15-25. How do you feel knowing that Paul, who was 

one of the most influential leaders of the early Christian church, strug-
gled with sin to the extent he described?  

 
 How do you personally relate to what Paul is saying in this passage?  
 
 
3. Read Luke 18:9-12. Why was the self-righteousness of this Pharisee cre-

ating distance between himself and other people? Does this still happen 
today? Explain. 

  
 
4. Read Luke 18:13-14. Explain how Jesus made it so that those who hum-

ble themselves will be exalted. 
 
 
5. Read Matthew 23:25-28. How does Jesus describe what a hypocrite is? 

Do you feel like you are the same person when no one is looking—or 
when you think no one is looking? Why or why not? How can you close 
the gap between the two? 

 
 
6. When we’re struggling in life, we can start to feel like there’s a gap be-

tween who Jesus calls us to be and what we’re struggling with. Read 1 
John 1:8 and Psalm 32:3-5. What happens when we keep our sin a se-
cret? How does confessing our sin and struggles release the weight on 
us?  

 
7.  Discuss the following statement by author Brennan Manning: “The single 

greatest cause of atheism in the world today is Christians who acknowledge 
Jesus with their lips, then walk out the door, and deny him with their lifestyle. 
That is what the unbelieving world simply finds unbelievable.”  
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Message Notes | Asking for a Friend 
Part 3: Why Are There Hypocrites in the Church? 
Luke 18:9-14 
 
 
® the Church is far from perfect 
 
 
#1  There’s a little bit of hypocrite in all of us. 
 
 
 
® there is a gap - Romans 7:18-19 

  
® the Pharisee - vs. 9-12 
 
 

 
#2 Be honest about yourself. 
 
 
® self-righteousness - Matthew 23:25-27 
 
® Jesus had perfect righteousness, but… 
 
  
 
#3 Find identity in Jesus.  
 
 
® repentance and humility - vs. 13-14 

 
 

 
#4 Your life is a witness. 
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Bible Reading for Today 
 

Luke 18:9-14 
 
9 ToÊsomeÊwhoÊwereÊconfidentÊofÊtheirÊownÊrighteousness andÊlookedÊdownÊ
onÊeveryoneÊelse, JesusÊtoldÊthisÊparable: 10 “TwoÊmenÊwentÊupÊtoÊtheÊtempleÊ
toÊpray, oneÊaÊPhariseeÊandÊtheÊotherÊaÊtaxÊcollector. 11 TheÊPhariseeÊstoodÊbyÊ
himself andÊprayed:Ê‘God,ÊIÊthankÊyouÊthatÊIÊamÊnotÊlikeÊotherÊpeople—
robbers,Êevildoers,Êadulterers—orÊevenÊlikeÊthisÊtaxÊcollector. 12 IÊfast twiceÊaÊ
weekÊandÊgiveÊaÊtenth ofÊallÊIÊget.’ 
13 “ButÊtheÊtaxÊcollectorÊstoodÊatÊaÊdistance.ÊHeÊwouldÊnotÊevenÊlookÊupÊtoÊ
heaven,ÊbutÊbeatÊhisÊbreast andÊsaid,Ê‘God,ÊhaveÊmercyÊonÊme,ÊaÊsinner.’ 
14 “IÊtellÊyouÊthatÊthisÊman,ÊratherÊthanÊtheÊother,ÊwentÊhomeÊjus fiedÊbeforeÊ
God.ÊForÊallÊthoseÊwhoÊexaltÊthemselvesÊwillÊbeÊhumbled,ÊandÊthoseÊwhoÊ
humbleÊthemselvesÊwillÊbeÊexalted.” 


