
Message Notes 

Follow Part 1: Invitation 

Matthew 9:9-13 
 

 

 

→ religion can be kind of weird 

 

#1  A simple word to describe the Christian life is: Follow.  

 

 

→ the impact of Easter 

→ following rules vs. following Jesus 

→ what’s Jesus going to do with Matthew? - vs. 9 

→ Jesus wants to have a relationship with you - John 3:17 

 

#2 Following Jesus is more about relationship and less about 

requirement. 

 

 

→ Jesus is eating at Matthew’s house? - vs. 10-13 

 

#3  Following is about living in a relationship and not about 

earning a relationship.  

   
 

→ what do you need to leave behind? 

 

#4 Following Jesus means prioritizing relationship over  self. 

Growth Groups. Growth Groups are a core ministry at Beth-

lehem. The message notes and ques�ons on the back are 

used as the basis for our Group discussions. 

Group Questions 

Follow Part 1: Invitation 

Matthew 9:9-13 
 

 

1. Are there any practices that people do in the name of religion 

that seem odd to you?  

 

2. Think about your life after becoming a Christian. Has it ever 

seemed like the focus (of the church or other Christians) was 

on other things rather than simply to follow? Explain.  

 

 How did that affect your view of the Christian life? 

 

3. Read Matthew 9:9-13.  

 a. How did the general public feel about tax collectors? Why? 

 

 b. Do you think this bothered Matthew? How might have that 

affected his interest in Jesus?  

 

 

4. Matthew was guilty of prioritizing himself over everything else. 

What are some ways that you’re tempted to act in a similar 

way?  

 

5. What changed things for Matthew? (think “relationship”) How 

has your relationship with Jesus changed your life? Or to put it 

another way, “What is something you’ve started/stopped do-

ing because of your faith relationship with Jesus? 

 

6. What happens when you begin to think of following Jesus (the 

Christian life) more as a relationship and less as a requirement?  

 

7. What is one thing you need to leave behind in order to follow 

Jesus more closely?   


