
Message Notes 
Reconditioned Part 4: Sword or Cup 

John 18:7-11 
 
 

 

→ “go fish” with dad 

→ the hand you’re dealt - Psalm 16:5 

 

#1  What’s in your cup,  and are you allowed to change  it? 

 

→ Matthew 26:39  

 

 

#2 You can ask questions about God’s plan without question-

ing God’s purpose. 

 

 

→ the intended purpose for the sword: Luke 22:35-38 

→ how Peter used the sword: John 18:7-11 

 

 

#3  We fight  God’s plan when we do not understand God’s 

purpose. 

   

 

 

#4  Cups from God make faith grow  and glow. 

 

→ Judas and Malchus 

→ Psalm 116:1-13 

Growth Groups. Growth Groups are a core ministry at Beth-

lehem. The message notes and ques�ons on the back are 

used as the basis for our Group discussions. 

Message Notes 
Reconditioned Part 4: Sword or Cup 

John 18:7-11 
 

 

1. “You have to play the hand you’re dealt.” Share some situa-

tions where that phrase might be used.  

 

 Would you say that phrase communicates the same thought as 

the biblical phrase “You have to drink the cup before you”? Or 

are they different? 

 

  

2. Read Psalm 16:1-5. Compare the two different versions of 

verse 5 below. What’s the difference between them, and which 

translation seems more favorable based on context? 

  
 NIV 1984: “Lord, you have assigned me my portion and my cup.” 

 NIV 2011: “Lord, you alone are my portion and cup.” 

  

 

3. In Matthew 26:39-42, Jesus demonstrated what it looks like to 

ask questions about God’s plan without questioning God’s pur-

pose. Compare Jesus’ first and second prayer. How does this 

section help you to ask questions of God without questioning 

him?  

 

 

4. Looking back, were there any times in your life when you 

fought against God’s plan for you because you did not have a 

clear view of his purpose for you? How does this shape your 

worldview going forward? 

 

  

5. Do you agree that God’s purpose can be boiled down to two 

things: making faith grow and making faith glow? Think of bib-

lical accounts that either back up or challenge that statement. 

 

 

6. Let’s say a friend is going through a bitter season of life, and 

they just can’t see how any good could come from it. If you 

could impart some advice in a tactful way, what are some 

things you would tell your friend? 


