
Message Notes 

Abraham Part 6: To Save a City 

Genesis 18:17-32 
 

 

→ review: despite her age, Sarah could still ___________________ 

→ I probably shouldn’t tell you this, but… - vs. 17-21 

→ Sodom: overfed and under-concerned (Ezekiel 16:49-50) 

 

#1  Sometimes mercy requires judgment. 

 

→ righteousness versus wickedness - vs. 22-26 

→ how many to save a city? - vs. 27-32 

 

#2  God will spare the wicked for the sake of the righteous. 

 

→ how many to spare a world? 

→ Romans 3:10, John 17:19 

→ grace deflects punishment 

 

#3  Jesus combined mercy with grace.  

 

 

#4  What outcry makes you approach God? 

→ approach like Abraham 

Growth Groups. Growth Groups are a core ministry at Beth-

lehem. The message notes and ques�ons on the back are 

used as the basis for our Group discussions. 

Group Questions 

Abraham Part 6: To Save a City 

Genesis 18:17-32 
 

 

1. Sodom was a city that created a lot of outcry because of its 

wickedness and corruption. What are some modern-day exam-

ples of things that cause outcry?  

 

2. Were any of the things you listed in number one subjective? 

(Some people wouldn’t view them like you do?) What is it that 

makes something an outcry? 

 

3. Sometimes in order to show someone mercy, God must evoke 

judgment on someone else. Do you think that satisfies most 

people’s confusion as to why the Bible can get so bloody? 

   

4. Read Genesis 18:22-25. Describe Abraham’s emotional state 

here. Why do you think he felt that way? Do you suppose it 

might be possible for us to feel like he did for the reason he 

did? Give examples. 

 

5. God’s answer to Abraham’s question was that the presence of 

righteousness would in fact save the city. Read Romans 3:10, 

then explain what was wrong with Abraham’s line of thinking. 

  

6. Read Romans 5:18-19. Explain how these verses unveil the full 

meaning of the lesson Abraham learned. 

   

7. What outcries seem to bother you? 

 

 Are these things that God wants you to be concerned about? 

 

 How can you take Abraham’s cue in the way you react to 

them? 


