
Message Notes 
Abraham Part 5: A Laughing Matter? 
Genesis 18:1-14 
 
 

 
→ the relationship of laughter and joy 
 

 
→ Sarah was losing her laughter 
→ three guests for dinner - vs. 1-12 
→ different types of laughter 
 

 
#1  Sarah believes IN God, but she doesn’t BELIEVE God. 
 
 
 
→ Sarah’s timetable affected her joys - vs. 13-14 
 
 
#2  The presence of TROUBLES doesn’t mean the  
 absence of GOD.  
 
 
 
→ Sarah laughs...for real - Genesis 21:6 
 
 
#3  Joyful LAUGHTER centers on the arrival of a promised 

SON.  
 
 
 
#4  Lord, help my VIEW of life to be bigger than LIFE.  

Growth Groups. Growth Groups are a core ministry at Beth-

lehem. The message notes and ques�ons on the back are 

used as the basis for our Group discussions. 

Group Questions 

Abraham Part 5: A Laughing Matter? 

Genesis 18:1-14 
 

 

1. Are you someone who laughs easily? Why or why not? Would 

your answer have been different when you were a child? Ex-

plain. 

 

 

2. Why do you think people assume that faith in God will remove 

adversity or disappointment form life?  

 

 Have you ever made that assumption? How did it affect your 

relationship with God? 

 

 

3. Read John 16:33. What does Jesus mean? What does Jesus 

not mean? 

 

 Is it hard for you to accept that a loving god may allow chal-

lenging circumstances in your life? 

 

  

4. Read Genesis 18:1-14. Sarah’s disappointment in God came 

from having a different timetable than God. Share a time when 

you were in a similar situation. How did you get through it? 

 

 

5. What does it mean to believe in God but not believe God? Why 

is that a problem?  

  

 

6. Share as many ways that you can think of that Jesus brings joy 

(laughter) to challenging circumstances. 

 

   

7. Lord, help my view of life to be bigger than life. 

 What does that mean? 

 

 What can I do to help that happen? 


