
Message Notes 

Abraham Part 2: Looking Up First 

Genesis 13:5-17 
 

 

→ Abraham journeys to Canaan - Genesis 12:1-3 

#1  There’s a journey beneath life’s journey. 

 

→ God doesn’t always tell us exactly what to do 

→ Abraham and Lot’s “problem” - vs. 5-7 

→ Abraham’s priority list - vs. 8-9 

→ Lot’s priority list - vs. 10-13 

 

At decision making time: 

#2  Instead of looking out, look up.  

 

→ a clarifying question to consider 

#3  What kind of journey am I on?   

 

→ the story of Abraham is a story of grace - vs. 14-17 

 

#4  Instead of looking out, Jesus looked at you. 

Growth Groups. Growth Groups are a core ministry at Beth-

lehem. The message notes and ques�ons on the back are 

used as the basis for our Group discussions. 

Group Questions 

Abraham Part 2: Looking Up First 

Genesis 13:5-17 
 

1. Share a time when the “right” decision was really hard to make?  

What made it so hard? How did things turn out? 

  

2. How do you make difficult decisions? (Share two or three things.) 

 

3. Read Genesis 13:5-9. What made Abraham’s decision in this difficult 

circumstance so surprising? 

 

 Explain how his decision reflected these priorities: 1. God 2. Family 3. 

Wealth 

  

4. We were encouraged to look up (at God), before looking out (at cir-

cumstances). Practically speaking, are there things we can do that will 

help us ”look up” in life? 

  

5. We talked about the journey beneath life’s journey. In other words, 

there is a pursuit that often dictates our decisions. What types of 

things are people most commonly tempted to pursue? Give specific 

examples if possible. 

 

 What happens to your decisions when the journey beneath life's jour-

ney is a stronger relationship with Christ? 

   

6. Read Genesis 12:10. Abraham left Canaan, where God had called him 

to stay. He disobeyed God. Yet, here in chapter 13 Abraham’s back on 

track. In fact, God restates His blessing to Abraham (13:14-17).  

 What does this tell say about Abraham? What does this tell say about 

God? What does this say about you? 

 

7. Read Mark 10:32-34. Why is it surprising that Jesus would be 

“leading the way?” Why was He so set on going to Jerusalem? 


