
Message Notes 
Celebration {fine-tuned} 
1 Samuel 7:7-12 

 
 

→ the early years 

→ confused celebrations 

 

#1  A clear point makes a clear celebration.  

 

 

→ a nation that had fallen away - 7:2 

→ a miraculous victory over the Philistines - 7:8-11 

→ a day to celebrate & a rock to remember - 7:12 

→ the victory before the victory - 7:2-4 

 

#2 Celebrate heart change through Jesus. 

 

→ a Bethlehem story of “heart change” 

→ there is nothing greater than what Jesus has done in you 

Our mission: To Lead People to Jesus 

 

 

→ “Thus far has the LORD helped us.” - 7:12 

 

#3 Celebrate a past filled with God’s faithfulness.  

 

 

#4 Celebrate a future filled with opportunities.  

 

→ going forward 

 

 

 

 

Growth Groups. Growth Groups are a core ministry at Beth-

lehem. The message notes and ques�ons on the back are 

used as the basis for our Group discussions. 

Group Questions 
Celebration {fine-tuned} 
1 Samuel 7:7-12 
 

 

1. What year did you start attending Bethlehem? What is one of 

your first memories? 

  

 

2. Read 1 Samuel 7:2. The Ark of the Covenant was forgotten 

about in storage for 20 years. It’s pretty amazing how far Israel 

had wandered. Can you think of a modern day example tha be 

comparable to forgetting about the Ark?  

 

 

3. Read 1 Samuel 7:2-4, 8-12.  

 Explain. The biggest victory that day was not Israel’s victory 

over the Philistines. 

 

 

 On this 40th Anniversary, we should celebrate “heart change.” 

Give some different examples of what that looks like. (If appli-

cable, share what it looks like in your life.) 

 

 

4. The Israelites erected a rock to commemorate and remind 

them of their victory over the Philistines (7:12). Why is it good 

to take time to think back to specific examples of God’s faith-

fulness in your life?   

 

 

5. Have you ever lost a child in the mall or in a crowd? How did 

you feel? What did you do? 

  

 

 Read Luke 15:1-7. Do your feelings about your lost child help 

you better understand Jesus’ point in this parable? What was 

Jesus’ point?  

 

 

 How should Jesus’ parable direct us as individuals and as a 

church? 

 


