
 

Message Notes 
Navigating Culture Part 3: Blinders Off 

Luke 15:25-32 
 

 

→ the healthy tension of truth and grace 

→ God has directions for sex and marriage 

  

#1 We’re not here to merely make a point. 

 We’re here to make an eternal impact. 

 

→ Jesus was speaking to a mixed crowd - Luke 15:2-3 

→ Jesus teaches them by telling a story - Luke 15:11-330 

 A. a son has some harsh words for his father 

 B. the son needs the help of his father 

 C. the father responds to his son with: compassion 

 D. the big brother isn’t happy because he has Blinders On 

→ we are great at putting the best construction on our messes 

 

#2 We’ve all experience the compassion of the Father.   

 

 

→ the amazing blessing of “with” - Luke 15:31-32 

 

#3 Sin should always break our hearts.  

 Forgiveness should always lift our hearts. 

 

→ take the blinders off 

 

#4 We will be a church that moves toward the messes. 

 

 

 

 

Growth Groups. Growth Groups are a core ministry at Beth-

lehem. The message notes and ques�ons on the back are 

used as the basis for our Group discussions. 

Group Questions 
Navigating Culture Part 3: Blinders Off 

Luke 15:25-32 
 

1. In general, how would you say that American culture views the 

Christian Church in 2015? 

 

 Do any of these cultural characterizations have validity? Explain 

your answer. 

 

2. What kinds of people have you seen ostracized from the church 

(in general)? At Bethlehem? 

 

 Are there any groups that should be disqualified? Why or why 

not? 

  

3. Let’s talk about truth. What does God say about homosexuality? 
A. Read Genesis 2:20-24. Who did God create to be the life partner of a 

man? What does God say about marriage in vs. 24? 

B. Read Leviticus 18:22, 20:13. What is an abomination? 

C. Read Romans 1:26-27. What do the words “natural” and “unnatural” 

add to your understanding of God’s will? 

D. Is “sexual immorality” limited to homosexuality? Explain.  

 

4. Let’s talk about grace. Did Jesus ostracize those who were out-

side of God’s will?   

 

 Give some examples of how Jesus spent time with those who 

had been ostracized by the religious of His generation. (After you 

come up with your list, see if these were on them: Matthew 8:5, Mark 

7:26, Matthew 10:24, Mark 5:1-2, Matthew 15:21). 

 

5. Read Luke 15:28-30. In your own words, why was the older 

brother so upset about the party for the younger brother? 

  

6. What are some implications of being a church that “moves to-

wards the messes?” 

 

7. Think of a person who needs your grace. What can you do to 

soften your heart towards that person and show God’s love? 

 

8. Is there a person in your life who creates a difficult tension for 

you to practice both truth and grace? What makes it difficult? 


