
Message Notes 
Generosity Part 1– More than Meets the Eyes 
2 Corinthians 8:1-9 

 
 

→ name someone who’s generous 

→ the need for this series: 

 a.  generosity doesn't come naturally 

 b. some think generosity is all about the amount 

 

Series Goal: Experience the joy and impact of generosity. 

 

 

→ an offering for the Christians in Jerusalem– 8:10 

→ overflowing joy led to generosity - 8:1-2 

→ giving that was beyond their ability - 8:3 

→ don’t leave us out of the offering - 8:4 

 

#1 Generosity is seen in a desire to give sacrificially. 

 

→ generosity is about our relationship with God– 8:5-7 

→ grace, grace, grace– 8:1,6,7 

→ Jesus became poor so that we’d become rich– 8:9 

 

#2  Extravagant generosity grow from extravagant grace. 

 

 

→ It’s not a random act; it’s who we are 

 

#3 Am I being generous? 

 

 

 

 

Growth Groups. Growth Groups are a core ministry at Beth-

lehem. The message notes and ques�ons on the back are 

used as the basis for our Group discussions. 

Group Questions 
Generosity Part 1– More than Meets the Eyes 
2 Corinthians 8:1-9 
 

 

1. Who’s the most generous person you know?  Explain. 

  

 

2. Do you consider yourself to be generous?  Why or why not?  

 

 

3. What are some reasons that people hesitate to be generous 

even though we have more than we need?  Why do you think 

so few people are truly generous? 

 

 

4. Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-7.  The generosity of the Macedonian 

Christians was truly remarkable.  Which part of their generosity 

stands out most to you?  Why?  

 

 

5. When you think about being generous, what negative emo-

tions does it stir? 

  

 Why do you think you feel that way? 

 

 What would it take for you to overcome those emotions? 

 

 

6. Read 2 Corinthians 8:9.  As a group, share at least 3 ways 

that Jesus affects our generosity. 

 

 

7. Agree or Disagree.  A generosity problem is a faith problem. 

 
 

8. Read Acts 20:35.  What does it mean that it’s more blessed 

to give than to receive? 

 

 

Imagine someone gave you $1000.  You couldn’t spend it on 

yourself.  You had to give it away.  Would that be fun?  Would 

that bring joy?  What does that teach you about generosity? 


