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“Be on guard, keep awake” 

Waiting stinks! It’s not usually something we look forward to. I remember waiting to be able to drive. 
It was agonizing. I couldn’t wait to get behind the wheel and taste that freedom. Christmas waiting 
was the worst. As a little kid I would be up by around 5am on Christmas Day. I’d stay in my room 
and agonize as the hours couldn’t go by fast enough, as my parents wouldn’t let me wake them 
before 8am


Waiting is a natural part of life. There’s a Biblical kind of waiting, however, and it works much 
differently then our normal definition of waiting does. Our waiting is passive. In the example of me 
as a little boy on Christmas Day we see this. 8am was going to come and I didn’t have to do 
anything to prepare for it. Biblical waiting is more active than that. It’s a waiting with action, with 
anticipation, and with preparation. As we’re in advent, it’s probably appropriate to look at this kind 
of waiting. 


Check out Mark 13:33-37:

“Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on 
a journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and 
commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the 
morning—lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Stay 
awake.”


The servants were given a task to accomplish while they waited. They are warned to alway be on 
guard, because they don’t know when the master is coming back. If they weren’t careful then they 
would be caught taking a break when the master came home. He would have found his house 
unguarded, and the servants would have gotten in trouble. 


The Lord tells us that He’s coming back. Just as the people waited for centuries on Jesus to come 
as their Savior, so we wait. In the meantime the Lord calls us to serve Him and to serve others. He 
calls us to be vigilant, to cultivate the earth and subdue it, to make it a better place. We aren’t just 
supposed to sit and do whatever we want, twiddling our thumbs till Jesus’ 2nd coming. We’re 
supposed to get ready for it, by sharing the Gospel and bringing others to Him!


Take some time this week to pray about how you can wait better!


