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“And he received the gold from their hands and fashioned with it a graving tool and made a 
golden calf.” - Exodus 32:4 

	 The story of the golden calf in Exodus 32 is somewhat mind-boggling! The Israelites just 
went through this unbelievable period of witnessing God’s goodness and miraculous deliverance. 
At the foot of Mt. Sinai, they all share this incredible encounter with God, where He reveals Himself 
to them and makes this awesome covenant. He will make them this Holy nation, representing God 
to the world and they agree, in return, to walk in His ways. 


However, when Moses goes up the mountain, the people almost immediately grow impatient. They 
gather up their golden jewelry and melt it all down to create this golden cow, then they begin to 
worship it. Moses comes down the mountain with God’s instructions to find this massive dancing 
and worship of the golden cow - and he looses it!


What we see here is a hardness of heart, not much unlike that of Pharaoh. It takes the people and 
insanely little amount of time waiting on the Lord, before they lose their patience. It’s a trend that 
keep coming back throughout the whole Bible story. We’ll look at God’s response in a moment, but 
let’s place ourselves in the story first.


How much patience do we tend to give God? Most of us probably don’t like the answer to our own 
question. The truth is that I often find myself impatiently waiting on the Lord to move in the ways 
that I’d prefer Him to. Following the Lord can be difficult. Often, God’s call on our lives is faithful 
obedience, meaning we walk in His ways, without seeing fruit. This can be really hard. But it’s what 
He calls us to do.


The bad news is that we really aren’t much different from the Israelites at Mt. Sinai. We get 
distracted by the world and by our own impatience. The good news is that God offered grace to 
them and offers it to us as well. When Moses goes back up the mountain, God is angry - He wants 
to wipe them out again like he did with the flood. However, Moses pleads on behalf of the people 
and God relents. God decides to keep His promise, even when the Israelites failed to live up to 
theirs. When we come up short - God offers forgiveness. As you read through more of Scripture 
what’s going to become more and more clear, is that the whole story is about God keeping his 
promises in the midst of continued human failure. Each step of the way they fail God and every time 
He sticks with them - all the way until Jesus comes. 


This week spend some time reflecting on God’s promises and your faith/patience in His plan. Is this 
something you struggle with and need to work on? Ask Him for help - when we turn to the Lord, He 
answers us!


