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“You meant evil against me, but God mean it for good (AGAIN!!)”  
- Genesis 50:20 

	 This week the majority of our readings deal with the Israelites after the Exodus. We’ll see 
them gather at Mt. Sinai, get the law, and be taught about what worship looks like.


Before we get there though, I want to recap some ways that the Exodus story fits into the bigger 
picture of God. If you paid attention to the introduction videos throughout, you might have picked 
up a comment about the time between Joseph’s Genesis story and where Exodus picks up. It’s a 
400 year period. The Bible just skipped over 400 years of history. If you know the rest of the OT, 
you’ll recognize that number because it’s the same amount of time between the OT and NT! There’s 
a major shift in history now. Genesis was about God raising up Abraham to create himself a people. 
Adam and Eve failed to live up to the commands of God, so God was starting over with just this 
one guy. In Exodus we see that this people group now exists - the Israelites. Joseph’s descendants 
had actually done what Adam and Eve were called to to in the beginning. Exodus 1:7 tells us that 
they were fruitful, multiplied, and filled the land. God now has a people - but he hasn’t called them 
to Himself yet.


The Israelites find themselves oppressed by a new Pharaoh. As matter of fact, Pharaoh hates them 
so much that he decides to kill all the Israelite’s sons by throwing them in the river. The fact that 
God ends up raising Moses up by having his mom send him down that same river is far more than 
irony. We are once again confronted with Joseph’s old saying at the top of the page! Pharaoh has 
this evil plan, but God uses it to stick Moses right in Pharaoh’s family. This theme of evil and good 
is going to play a huge role in this story and the whole Biblical story and you’ll see why as we 
continue through the book of Exodus!


I want to challenge you to spend some time re-reading the part of the story where God hits Egypt 
with the ten plagues. One of the questions that comes up is concerning the hardening of Pharaoh’s 
heart. When we discover why and how God hardens the heart of Pharaoh, we learn something 
about his character. In the first half of the plagues, Pharaoh hardens his heart all on his own. It’s not 
until the second set of plagues that God plays a role. What we see if that God doesn’t CAUSE evil. 
Rather, when God see that evil exists beyond repair, he punishes it and then uses it. 


That’s what He does with Pharaoh, especially in the last plague. Just as Pharaoh killed the sons of 
Israel, so God kills His son. He uses the evil Pharaoh already has to begin his plan. This final plague 
is enough to cause Pharaoh to let up and set the Israelites free. When his evil reaches its height and 
he then changes his mind, God leads him to his ultimate destruction, savings His people in the 
process. 


One of the things that should be going through your minds as you read through this story is how 
complex it is. It’s easy to gloss over, but think about it. We’re barely to the second book of the Bible 
and God’s ways are more like a 4 dimensional chess board. As we read the Bible it’s clear that God 
is up to something, but at the same time, we should come to understand that His ways are so 
much greater and so much more complex than our ways. We get caught up in whether Pharaoh 
was evil or God made Him evil. Meanwhile, just a few chapters later we see that the Israelites 
hearts are just as hard as Pharaoh’s. The point of the story is we are all evil, but God has a plan for 
all of us - including you! Take some time to reflect on how God uses you, despite your mess!


