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“You meant evil against me, but God mean it for good”  
- Genesis 50:20 

	 This week, in our daily readings, we’re coming to the end of the book of Genesis. You’ve 
been reading through the story of Joseph, who’s life was turned upside down when he was sold 
into slavery by his brothers. Through a tumultuous life, Joseph faces an absurd amount of 
obstacles, going from slave to a position of honor, to prison, to second in command under Pharaoh. 


	 Here at the end of this story, we find Joseph’s brothers coming to Egypt to get food. 
Everyone including them has been struck by the famine that Joseph predicted. Thanks to Joseph’s 
foresight, guided by the Lord, Egypt was ready and could supply everyone with food. If you didn’t 
read this story, hoping and expecting Joseph to take vengeance on His brothers, you’re lying to 
yourself! 


	 However, Joseph reacts much differently. Instead of getting back at his brothers, or even 
scolding them, he utters this peculiar phrase up top. In Genesis 50:20, he proclaims to his brothers, 
that while they might have had evil intentions when selling him into slavery, God meant it for good. 
He’s not trying to belittle the unspeakable crime they’ve committed. But instead of yelling in anger, 
he uses the opportunity to point to how great God is. He’s not saying “it’s ok you sold me”! He’s 
saying, “How unbelievable is God that He could take an act that evil and make something this 
remarkable out of it!”


There’s a few key observations here. The first is that this story takes place over many many years! 
Joseph didn’t just have a crappy thing happen to him, but was able to see the good right after. This 
isn’t short-term suffering, but a life of pain. Most of us couldn’t see ourselves having that level of 
patience, faith, and committment. That’s why we look for the vengeance piece that never comes. 
The point here is we often times will endure hardship in life. Sometimes, we will see the point of it 
and be able to persevere more easily. However, there can be times when life hits us and we don’t 
understand why!


In those times, it’s really important to understand that God is working His plan out. When Joseph 
was sitting in jail, it’s not like God told him that someday he’d stop a famine and get to see his 
family again. He doesn’t get to see the whole picture until over a decade later. Joseph’s inability to 
see the end result, doesn’t make God’s workings any less true and it’s the same with us. 


Another observations is that this story points to something bigger. The evil of the brothers isn’t the 
only evil! The phrase applies to the whole biblical story as well. The things we do meant for evil, 
God ends up using. The end result of God’s plan isn’t just that the family could be fed and survive. 
As the summary video for Genesis 12-50 tells us, it’s this story line that causes Joseph’s family to 
end up in Egypt. Joseph is the son of Jacob, who is the son of Isaac, who is the son of Abraham. 
By the time we end in Genesis and move towards Exodus, Joseph’s family is in Egypt and starts to 
multiply like crazy. When we move into the beginning of Exodus, this one family has become an 
entire people group. God promised Abraham a nation of people as numerous as the Stars. He is 
using the evil of the brothers to fulfill the bigger promise of Scripture! 


This week reflect on all the times you’ve been hopeless in life, but God ended up being faithful!


