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PRELUDE

February 17, 2021
7:00 p.m.

Just As I Am

*GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Pastor Tim Slager

*OPENING PRAYER - unison
Almighty and everlasting God, you breathed into dust the breath of life, creating us for fellowship with you. You brought about our redemption through Jesus Christ to restore us to
fellowship with you. Today we acknowledge you as our Creator and Redeemer. We
acknowledge the frailty of our lives, the pain of our sinfulness, and the weakness of our faith.
Work in us, we pray, a spirit of true humility and fervor, as we join now to offer ourselves to
you. Amen.
*HYMN Jesus, I Come (Hymn No. 491)
Out of my bondage, sorrow and night, Jesus, I come; Jesus I come.
Into Thy freedom, gladness and light, Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of my sickness into Thy health, out of my want and into Thy wealth,
Out of my sin and into Thyself, Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of my shameful failure and loss, Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come.
Into the glorious gain of Thy cross, Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of earth’s sorrow into Thy balm, out of life’s storms and into Thy calm,
Out of distress to jubilant psalm, Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of unrest and arrogant pride, Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come.
Into Thy blessed will to abide, Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of myself to dwell in Thy love, out of despair into raptures above,
Upward for aye on wings like a dove, Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of the fear and dread of the tomb, Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come.
Into the joy and light of Thy home, Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of the depths of ruin untold, into the peace of Thy sheltering fold,
Ever Thy glorious face to behold, Jesus, I come to Thee.
SCRIPTURE READING
Psalm 103:13-18
As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear
him; for he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust. The life of mortals is
like grass, they flourish like a flower of the field; the wind blows over it and it is gone, and its
place remembers it no more. But from everlasting to everlasting the Lord’s love is with those
who fear him, and his righteousness with their children’s children—with those who keep his
covenant and remember to obey his precepts .

HYMN Be Unto Your Name

SCRIPTURE READING Micah 6:6-8
“With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I
come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased
with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for
my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He has told you, O man,
what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?
HYMN O Jesus, I Have Promised (Hymn No. 676)
SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 20:1-16
MEDITATION

The Kingdom of Heaven

Pastor Bill Rasch

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (based on Psalm 51)—unison
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great
compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from
my sin. Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost
place. Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not
cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of
your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. Amen.
RESPONSIVE DECLARATION Hebrews 4:14-16
Leader: Since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son
of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.
All: For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he
did not sin.
Leader: Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.
IMPOSITION OF ASHES
*PRAYER OF COMMITMENT (In unison)
Journey with us, O holy God, as we enter this Lenten season. Sharpen our focus in the
coming days, that our attention may center more on you than ourselves. Clear our schedules and de-clutter our minds, that we might seek you through the spiritual disciplines to
which you call us. Free us from the entanglements of the world, the flesh and the devil,
that our hearts might respond in ready obedience to your Son and our only Savior, Jesus
Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN My Worth Is Not in What I Own
My worth is not in what I own—not in the strength of flesh and bone,
But in the costly wounds of love at the cross.
My worth is not in skill or name, in win or lose in pride or shame.
But in the blood of Christ that flowed at the cross.
Chorus
I rejoice in my Redeemer, greatest treasure, wellspring of my soul!
I will trust in Him, no other. My soul is satisfied in Him alone.

As summer flowers we fade and die. Fame youth and beauty hurry by.
But life eternal calls to us at the cross.
I will not boast in wealth or might, or human wisdom's fleeting light,
But I will boast in knowing Christ at the cross.
Chorus
Two wonders here that I confess—my worth and my unworthiness.
My value fixed, my ransom paid at the cross.
Chorus
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