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Temple Baptist School:  RE-OPENING PLAN 

 
We will begin with a common sense quote from the American Academy of Pediatrics: 

 

The American Academy of Pediatrics strongly advocates that all policy considerations for the coming school year should start with a goal of having 

students physically present in school. The importance of in-person learning is well-documented, and there is already evidence of the negative impacts on 

children because of school closures in the spring of 2020.  

 

Temple Baptist School concurs with the AAP. We have made plans for a re-entry strategy that permits flexibility and 
transparency with a view to prioritizing the health and safety of our school community. Just as we had to be nimble to 
quickly convert from in-school learning to distance learning (in one week!) in April of 2020, we will need to be ready to  
handle the ever-changing variables of the pandemic in the fall of 2020.  

 

 

Option #1 

TBS will open with in-person learning for all students under the following guidelines: 

 

• Temperature checks will be given before entry to the school using infrared thermometers.  

• Admittance to the school building will be limited to students. 

• Office access will be through Door 3.  

• Social distancing will be maintained in the classrooms. This will be accomplished with new classroom configura-
tions which will have plexiglass protection for students at their desks. Institutional capacity limits will be set and  
various classroom capacities will be reduced. The new plexiglass configurations will be adapted to the needs of the 
age group. But there will be see-through protective barriers between desks and six foot distancing between desk 
pods.  

• Face shields will be used in the classrooms. TBS has already purchased these shields.   

• Face masks will be used in situations outside the classroom where six foot distancing is too difficult to maintain. For 
example, anyone in the hallways must wear a mask. (Masks are to be provided by the student’s families.) 

• For the most part, students in grades 1-12 will eat lunch in their classroom, not the lunchroom. (May be altered for 
kindergarten grades with social distancing.) 

• Programs normally associated with the school will be modified, keeping distancing guidelines in mind. 

• Pedestrian traffic flow signage and hygiene reminders will be posted. 

• A new cleaning regimen will be instituted with more frequent cleanings of high contact areas. When possible high 
touch areas (doors) will be propped open to eliminate the need for touching.  Shared equipment will be disinfected 
after a class uses the equipment.  

• On days with good weather, we will make use of the outdoors venues to create better social distancing opportuni-
ties.  

• Electives may need to be altered. For example: Handbell class will be in the large church lobby, not the classroom. 

• Parents will be asked to use the drop-off and pick-lines rather than enter the school building. 

• There will be new classroom limits based on the size of the classroom. For example, the normal 22-23 limit for first 
grade has been reduced to 18.  

• Teachers will rotate in grades 7-12 and students will remain in classrooms.  

• Since the school does not have an organized athletic program, there is no need to address athletics.  

• Bus trips will be postponed until the crisis is over; or field trips will be based on very small classroom pods of 9-10 
students. 



Option #2 

 

• Parents may elect to have synchronous instruction. In this case, students will stay home but be connected to the class 

via Zoom and the use of Microsoft TEAMS. Preparations are being made for teachers to have a large screen TV in the 

back wall of each classroom so that teachers can  teach at-home students while conducting in-school learning.  

• This option requires the student to be present for synchronous instruction which will take place during normal school 

hours. The at-home student is “in the class” with the “at school” class. 

• This option may require parental proctoring based on the grade level. 

• Once this option is chosen, there is no guarantee that the student can return to the classroom due to space considera-

tions. Option 2 students should plan to remain at home for the duration of the crisis and perhaps the school year. 

Should the pandemic end and field trips/gatherings resume, TBS would make efforts to include at-home students on 

field trips and activities whenever possible. 

• While this appears to be independent learning, at-home students will be participating in the class live and are expected 

to conduct themselves as if present in the classroom. Appropriate dress and decorum is expected. 

 

#Option #3 

If the community experiences a spike in pandemic activity, TBS will immediately switch to school-wide distance learning 

using Zoom/Microsoft TEAMS. This would be based on an order from the governor’s office that schools in Virginia are shut 

down.  

The school would quickly pivot from in-school learning to distance learning, based on need. While this option is not pre-

ferred, TBS was able to provide quality education for grades K3 -12 plus music lessons in the fourth quarter of 2019-2020 

without any learning losses, so we know that the academic process can continued unabated. 

 




