
he questions that
Christian camp
counselors get
asked these days

would have shocked
and embarrassed 

(and probably stumped)
many of your predecessors. Today’s
pervasive media-led promotion of
alternative lifestyles, coupled with
contemporary culture’s embracing
of unqualified tolerance, is forcing
evangelical Christians to take a
stand on some sensitive issues.

Because the temporary 
community of camp fosters an
atmosphere of trust and sharing,
campers find they can ask their
counselors questions about com-
plicated issues—the kind that
deeply influence their lives and the
lives of their friends—even though
they would be unlikely to raise dis-
cussions about those same topics
at the dinner table or in a Sunday
school room. Therefore, you need
to be prepared for the inevitable
questions about sexual orientation
from your campers. When those
questions are asked, you must
carefully answer them in a Christ-
like manner. To do anything less 
is to surrender our youth to the
world’s answers, which breed
hopelessness and despair.

The Narrow Path
When addressing this sensitive
issue, you are like a guide who
leads others along a shaded, narrow
path. You must walk only where
the light of Scripture illuminates,
being careful not to trample on the
camp’s position or policies and not
to stray left or right into commen-
tary that could be construed as

ignorant or insensitive. The pace on
the trail is different for every indi-
vidual. Flip comments, innuendos,
off-color humor, generalizations
and the like could immediately 
end the journey. As you set out 
on this trail, you must equip 
yourself in several specific areas.

Know the Law
With all the intimidation tactics
and threats of litigation used by
aggressive proponents of the gay
and lesbian agenda in our society,
it is legitimate to wonder if 
something you say at camp to an
inquisitive camper could be used
against you or the camp after the
fact. The answer is: It depends on
what you say, how you say it, and
whether the camp has established
and protected its right as a reli-
gious organization to directly
address the subject. 

It is critical that the camp
board adopt and document
its position in an official
policy that is based on ref-
erenced Scripture. This
position is protected
only if the camp has
consistently practiced
and applied its
Scripture-based
stance. Nonprofit
organizations that
have established such
practices can take a
stand with solid legal
footing if what is taught
on the platform or in the
cabins parallels the board-
established policy. During staff
training, make sure you receive
clear information regarding the
camp’s nonprofit designation,

establishment 
as a religious
organization
under law, and
about any board
policies related
to conduct and
lifestyle. Your
camp should be
able to give you
copies of any
such policies 
for reference.

Know Your Camp’s Practices
Some camps require that only the
director or a local pastor or priest
handle sensitive subject matter. If
the campers you serve are part of a
large guest group, the group leader
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• Do you think gay and lesbian couples should
be allowed to get married?

• Shouldn’t we be tolerant of all people,
regardless of their sexual orientation?

• Wouldn’t you say that most Christians are
homophobic?

• Isn’t it true that gays and lesbians are born
that way?

• What should I do if I think I am attracted to
someone of the same sex?

• What does the Bible have to say about
homosexuality, and is it relevant for today?



may also prefer to be directly
involved in dialogue of this nature.
During staff training, make sure you
get clear direction about practices to
be followed should any questions
arise about sexual orientation or, for
that matter, any area of sexuality. If,
after learning what is in place, you
discover you have a problem with
the camp’s position or established
practices, discuss this with the
director or your immediate supervi-
sor. Don’t wait until a camper
engages you in conversation.

If printed guidelines do exist,
ask for a copy and familiarize
yourself with them thoroughly.
Should you find yourself talking to
a camper about sexual orientation,
do not violate these guidelines.
Consult your director or immedi-
ate supervisor if you feel a discus-
sion with a camper pushes the
limits of the established practices. 

Know the Various
Perspectives 
Christians today—even evangelical
Christians—are divided in their
understanding of homosexuality
and how to address it. Some
believe that “nurture” factors are
solely responsible for encouraging
homosexual tendencies. Domestic
abuse, rejection by peers, humilia-
tion and so on, they say, can often
pressure an individual into the 

gay or lesbian lifestyle.
On the other side,

there are those who
believe that a genetic
predisposition
toward homosexu-
ality exists in many
people, both gay
and straight. They
feel that for some

this predisposition is
a minor factor in their

personality and for oth-
ers it is much more pow-

erful, prompting them to
adopt a gay or lesbian lifestyle.
They go on to say that this predis-
position toward homosexuality is
not a matter of choice; gay and les-
bian individuals did not “decide”
to be so any more than a person
chooses to have a bad temper or 
to have a weakness toward the
excessive use of alcohol.

A third view combines these
beliefs, concluding that homosex-
uality can be the result of a num-
ber of factors, both environmental
and physiological. Regardless of
one’s stance on the cause of
homosexuality, the Christian
response should be one of com-
passion and ministry rather than
condemnation and rejection. 

Author and lecturer Tony
Campolo once asked a popular gay
activist why he had told a newspa-
per reporter, “Tony loves us.” Tony
said, “You know I believe homo-
sexuality is a sin.” The activist
replied, “Yes, Tony, but when you
say it you have tears in your eyes.” 

Know the Scripture
The beginning point for any talk
about God’s view of relationships 
is also the jumping-off point for
many of today’s youth. We can no
longer assume that campers who
come to us with questions consider
the Bible to be authoritative on 
any topic, let alone sexuality. 
In a world where absolutes are
challenged and truth is considered
relative, you must begin by
explaining to campers—even
“churched” campers—why you
believe Scripture is the final
authority on all matters of life.

If you think an approach
based on reason will work best,
you may want to reference the
material in books such as Josh
McDowell’s The New Evidence That
Demands a Verdict (Thomas Nelson,
1999). Keep in mind, however,
that today’s youth respond more to
stories than they do to facts. Do
not hesitate to give your personal
testimony, describing how God has
led you and confirmed His Word
as truth to you as you have grown
in Him. And remember that your
life, as you live it day to day in
front of your campers, will confirm
to them what you truly believe.
They will be watching.

Once you have presented your
case for the truthfulness and 
contemporary relevance of God’s
Word, you then need to explain
how God views relationships; they
are of utmost importance to Him.
It is interesting that the first note
of disapproval from God has to do

with a relational need: “The Lord
God said, ‘It is not good for the man
to be alone. I will make a helper
suitable for him’” (Genesis 2:18).
God saw a need, and He provided
the perfect solution. “Then the
Lord God made a woman from the
rib he had taken out of the man,
and he brought her to the man.
The man said, ‘This is now bone 
of my bones and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called “woman,” for
she was taken out of man.’ For this
reason a man will leave his father
and mother and be united to his
wife, and they will become one
flesh” (Genesis 2:22–24).

God’s pattern was initiated
through creation: He brought the
woman, Eve, to the man, Adam,
and united them. God’s intent from
the beginning was that the physical
relationship be enjoyed by a man
and a woman. Any physical rela-
tionship outside of God’s original
design moves in contradiction to
His purpose in creation. Satan’s
purpose, on the other hand, is to
pervert, distort and destroy the
good God has created.

The Scriptures are clear: “It is
God’s will that you…should avoid
sexual immorality” (1 Thessalonians
4:3). The phrase sexual immorality,
or porneia in Greek, is a general ref-
erence to sexual sins, including
homosexual behavior. More specific
references in the Old Testament that
are generally associated with the
issue of sexual orientation include
Genesis 19:4–5, which describes
the men of Sodom, and Leviticus
18:22 and 20:13, which refer to
homosexual behavior as “detest-
able.” The New Testament describes
it as sin in Romans 1:26–27, 1
Corinthians 6:9–11 and Jude 7.
These references remind us of the
importance of staying faithful to
God’s plan as it has been laid out,
starting in Genesis.

The rebellion against divine
design that has existed throughout
the ages has intensified today.
Everywhere campers turn, they see
pop culture icons promoting a
lifestyle contrary to Scripture.
Sitcom stars and rock music leg-
ends lead the masses that defy the
boundaries established in the
Bible. With such considerable

We can no longer 
assume that campers who 
come to us with questions 
consider the Bible to be 

authoritative on any topic,
let alone sexuality.



opposition to God’s plan, those
who take an unpopular stand can
feel isolated and afraid. Courage
can be found in the simple words
of a forgotten sage: “I would rather
have the single approval of God
than the loudest applause of man.”

As you lay out the biblical
plan, make sure you emphasize 
that in God’s eyes no sin is greater
than another. The passage in 
1 Corinthians lists homosexual
behavior as one of a great number
of sins; it does not rank any one
offense higher than another.
Singling out any particular sin is 
the utmost in hypocrisy. When God
looks down on us, what does He
see? One group of holy people and
another group of sinners? No, He
looks down on us and sees a swarm
of people all thrashing about in an
outhouse pit, arguing about who is
the cleanest! It is only by His grace
through Jesus Christ that any of 
us are accepted into God’s family.
The apostle Paul puts it this way:
“There is no difference, for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of
God, and are justified freely by his
grace through the redemption that
came by Christ Jesus” (Romans
3:22–24). Regardless of the sin,
our Savior is bigger.

The Bible plainly says that our
God is a God who forgives, restores
and heals. In the apostle Paul’s letter
to the Corinthians, he lists various
sins, including sexual immorality,
adultery and homosexual behavior.
He then comments, “And that is
what some of you were” (1 Corinth-
ians 6:11). This is a strong indica-
tion not only that Paul ministered
among people who struggled with
various sexual sins, but also that
some of them had experienced heal-
ing, forgiveness and restoration
through Jesus Christ. The same
benefits are available today. In your
discussions with campers, continu-
ally point to the God of hope and
forgiveness. Assure them that God’s
way is the best way. God is not out
to destroy our “fun.” His desire is to
bless us, and as we walk in obedi-
ence to His plan we will enjoy the
fullest, most meaningful relation-
ships imaginable.

Before we leave this area,
there is one more very important

facet that needs to be mentioned:
A homosexual propensity or 
temptation to become involved 
in homosexual activity is not sin.
Many who feel drawn toward a
homosexual encounter or lifestyle
are burdened with guilt and feel
ashamed. In this area, more than 
a few churches and church leaders
have unfortunately made those
who struggle feel as though they
are already part of the homosexual
culture. This is wrong. All of us are
tempted in numerous areas—
tempted to lie, cheat, steal, slander,
fornicate, commit adultery, and on
and on. God understands tempta-
tion, and He does not condemn us
for it. Instead, in 1 Corinthians
10:13 we are reminded that He is
able to provide a way of escape. As
a counselor, your most significant
contribution to a struggling
camper may possibly be to help
him or her separate the temptation
from the sin and find acceptance
through God’s grace.

Know Who’s Asking
If a camper asks a question about
sexual orientation, there could be
any number of motivating factors.
A younger inquirer might be at an
age where feelings of sexuality are
being awakened, and he or she is
genuinely inquisitive. The ques-
tions might be prompted by
something a friend or older 
sibling has said or by something
seen on television.

An older camper may ask in
an attempt to understand a situa-
tion related to someone close to
them who is thought or known
to be gay or lesbian. It could
also be that the youth is test-
ing Christianity—or testing
you—and wants to see how
the Christian faith coexists
with everyday life. And, of
course, there’s the possibility
that the camper has been
challenged to experiment or
has already had a homosexual
encounter. When a camper
engages you in a discussion
about sexual orientation, it is
important to be sensitive to the
nature of the discussion. If an 
individual is argumentative and
looking for a good debate—

beware! If he or
she desires to
argue about
what the Bible
says, you may
reach a point
where you
must agree to
disagree. 

On the
other hand, some
will ask out of a
sincere desire to know
God’s plan. Approach their
questions as a fellow learner. Don’t
pretend you have all the answers.
Take time to ask good questions
that will help you determine where
the camper stands. 

Most young people will find
comfort and contentment in a
good discussion about the biblical
plan for relationships. Those who
ask because they have friends who
are making poor choices might
also ask the follow-up question,
“How do I help them stop?” When
faced with such a question, never
suggest easy solutions to compli-
cated situations. Affirm God’s love
for the individual involved and
encourage your camper to main-
tain biblically based personal con-
victions and, when appropriate,
the friendship.

With such considerable
opposition to God’s plan,

those who take an unpopular
stand can feel isolated 

and afraid.



A final note: Be sensi-
tive to the age of any

inquiring camper.
Children younger
than 12 years of 
age should not be
asking complex
questions related
to sexual orienta-
tion, despite its

pervasive influence
in society. If they do,

it’s a good practice to
let the camp health 

official, like the nurse, answer
their questions. He or she is proba-

bly the best one to determine if 
perhaps an intolerable home situa-
tion is prompting the questions. 

Know Your Limits
If you do have a camper who
admits that he or she believes
homosexuality is acceptable or that
he or she is involved in a homo-
sexual relationship, it is unlikely—
although not impossible—that you
will be able to counsel the youth to
a change of mind or behavior in a
week or two of camp. Therefore,
manage your time wisely. Campers
grappling with sexuality issues may
also wrestle with complex psycho-
logical anxieties and insecurities.
This can cause them to become
demanding of your time and 
attention. Discuss this behavior
with camp leadership before you
become too heavily invested in one
person. Remember that you have 
a responsibility to the other young
people in your care. Allowing one
camper to monopolize your time
and isolate you from the group 
can hurt your ability to help oth-
ers, and may add to the possibility
of accusations being made.

In regard to verbal engagement
on this or any topic, wise camp
counselors know their limitations
and are not afraid to say, “I’m sorry;
I don’t feel qualified to handle this.”
Four crucial things you can do
when you’ve found the edge of 
your counseling effectiveness are: 
1) Affirm your concern and care; 
2) Pray with them for God’s wisdom
and strength; 3) Direct them to
God’s Word; and 4) Encourage
them to seek out someone with
understanding in this area. Your

camp may have recommendations
about professional counselors in the
camper’s home area.

Here’s one more important
point: It is unwise to engage in 
a lengthy conversation on sexual
orientation, or anything having to
do with sex, in seclusion. While a
camper may want to speak to you
in private, you and your camp
cannot afford to build even the
slightest foundation for accusa-
tion. It’s a good practice to always
have a third party—another staff
member—present when attempt-
ing to answer a camper’s questions
on this level. If that is not possi-
ble, it should then be done out-
side of earshot but within eyesight
of others.

Know Yourself
In addition to the limitations men-
tioned above, you must also come
to grips with your own emotional
limitations. Issues of this nature can
bring to the surface powerful feel-
ings buried deep within your own
heart. Search yourself. Find out if
you really have the capacity to listen
with compassion and provide effec-
tive counsel to hurting or sexually
confused youth. Your response to
their questions can draw them
closer to Christ, or it can push them
away as they see how what you say
about your faith does not measure
up to how you live.

As a counselor, you must also
come to grips with your own posi-
tion on sexuality. Do you agree with
God’s standards? Matthew 5:8 says,
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for
they will see God.” While purity
deals with much more than sexual-
ity, sexuality is still one of the major
areas where Satan is at work. One
question each counselor must grap-
ple with is, “How am I doing in the
area of sexuality?” 

Know God’s Presence
Being a camp counselor is an awe-
some responsibility that brings with
it accountability. You are account-
able to your supervisors, to your
campers’ parents and to the Lord
Jesus Christ. Therefore, it is para-
mount that you drench your min-
istry in prayer. Pray for a sense of
God’s presence every time you talk

to campers. Pray also that you will
express yourself appropriately—
particularly in difficult situations—
as you communicate God’s Word.
James 1:5 says, “If any of you lacks
wisdom, he should ask God, who
gives generously to all without 
finding fault, and it will be given
to him.” Take God up on His offer,
and believe that He will deliver. 

You have been entrusted with
tender lives—lives that may be
confused or bruised in the search
for identity. May God grant you the
opportunity to care deeply and the
words to minister effectively. -
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While a camper may want 
to speak to you in private, 

you and your camp cannot afford 
to build even the slightest 
foundation for accusation. 
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