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Official Newsletter of Cheraw First Baptist 

EVER  DESIRED  TO  GO  TO  ISRAEL  AND  WALK  WHERE  JESUS  WALKED?  THE  VAST

MAJORITY  OF  BELIEVERS  WILL  NEVER  GO  TO  ISRAEL  SO  WE ’RE  BRINGING  ISRAEL  TO

CHERAW!   PASTOR  ANDY  COOK  IS  THE  FOUNDER  OF  EXPERIENCE  ISRAEL  NOW,  AND  HE

WILL  BRING  ISRAEL  TO  CHERAW  FIRST  BAPTIST  ON  SEPTEMBER  12 -15TH.

USING  GOOGLE  EARTH  TECHNOLOGY  AND  PROFESSIONALLY  RECORDED  VIDEO  FROM

ISRAEL,  PASTOR  ANDY  WILL  SHARE  LIFE -CHANGING  LESSONS  LEARNED  FROM  THE  LAND

OF  THE  BIBLE.  LEARN  MORE  AT  WWW.EXPERIENCEISRAELNOW.COM.  

S U N D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  1 2 T H  A T  1 0 A M  A N D  6 : 3 0 P M  I N  T H E  F A M I L Y  L I F E  C E N T E R
E V E N I N G  S E S S I O N S  M O N D A Y  T H R O U G H  W E D N E S D A Y  A T  6 : 3 0 P M .



From the Pastor's Desk
DR.  ROD ELLIOTT

Pastor Mark Batterson, author of The Circle Maker, once said, “The circumstances 
we ask God to change are often the circumstances God is using to change us.”

Clayton Christenson is perhaps best known for his theory of disruptive technology.
This theory postulates how an unexpected product or service can disrupt an existing
market and create a new category of customers. Examples of these technologies 
include the internet, personal computers, DVDs, the telephone, and the automobile. 
These technologies maybe and perhaps are, rejected at first but then accepted 
because of their benefits.

Sometimes God uses disruptive moments to interrupt our lives. During those times we may question or even 
resist these moments because they are often painful, unanticipated, misunderstood, and often not optional. In
hindsight however, they are always embraced for the good or blessing which results. In the Old Testament, Job is 
the classic example of a life being disruptive, while Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” is a clear New Testament example.

If God has allowed a disruptive moment in your life, I encourage you to walk through it by faith rather than sight 
(2 Corinthians 5:7) and be prepared to say, “Lord, I may not fully understand and I may even question why, but I
trust you wholeheartedly…help me to see the circumstance(s) I’m going through to change me more into your 
image.”

As the summer winds down and schools resume, life is about to change. One small change we are making is
introducing a monthly newsletter we are calling The Informer. For many, you will remember that years ago the
news publication of our church was called the FBI or the First Baptist Informer.   This is our way, a small gesture if
you will, of embracing our past while incorporating change and new means of communication. The Informer will
strive to highlight ministry and news for the upcoming month while our weekly bulletin will contain information
for that particular week. Kelli will be posting the Informer online and we will have printed copies available at the
Welcome Center. Making this change to our publications ministry will eliminate a lot of duplication while at the
same time allowing us to highlight our ministries in greater detail.

This month I’ll be bringing two stand-alone messages in addition to introducing a new, four week series based on
the Psalms (I’ve recently begun praying through the Psalms) and in particular our theme verse for the series-
Psalm 90:17. A new church year begins in September and we want God to establish the work of our hands for his
glory while looking at four different Psalms and how they apply to us.

Lastly, thank you to many of you for creating a Realm (our church app) account. If you remember the old Olan 
Mills directories, whether you had a picture taken or not, you were listed in the church directory. The directory of
church families contained your address and contact information. Everyone we have records on will be getting an 
email letting them know we are including their contact information on our Realm app just as we would an old 
church directory. Only our church members will be privy to this information and I just wanted to take the time 
to make you aware.

I count it an honor and privilege to serve alongside you.

Pastor Rod
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Sunday, August 1

August 11th @ 6pm

We will meet in the foyer of 

the Family Life Center

Student & Kids Movie Night 
in The Grove

FRIDAY ,  AUGUST 6TH
 
 

HOT DOGS @ 7PM
MOVIE STARTS @ 8PM

 
*PARENTS ARE INVITED*



WOMEN
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Men 

Fall Event - Saturday, October 2
Extraordinary Women Ministries will

host a one-day praise and worship event
at Steel Creek Church in Charlotte, NC.

Tickets are $64 or $84 (gold)
 

Please sign up at the Welcome Center

Iron Works is a weekly devotional
thought for men sent out by Pastor Rod
on Tuesdays via Realm. Please contact

Kelli if you haven't been receiving these.

Volume 2 will start on 
Sunday, Sept. 19

Prior attendance is 
not required!

   VIP'sVIP'sVIP's
Upcoming senior adult Events

SEPTEMBER 13TH @ NOON
Join us for lunch with guest
speaker, Pastor Andy Cook

OCTOBER 5TH 
Day tr ip to Justus Orchards

in Hendersonvi l le

NOVEMBER 9TH @ NOON
Thanksgiving dinner

Guest Speaker: Charles Wilson

DECEMEBER 9TH 
Carolina Opry Christmas Show 

Show Time @ 1pm
Sign up @ The Welcome Center
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Worship & Discipleship Update
Pastor Robert

Every week when I communicate with our worship ministry, I try to offer some thoughts that hopefully help
us stay encouraged and focused in not only our personal worship, but also our worship leadership in the
congregation - which is simply our way of serving in our giftedness. Everyone has a gift that they can (and
should) be using to serve their church family or body of Christ, and music, singing, and production is just
ours. 

Here is one of the thoughts that I shared with our teams recently to help us all prepare our hearts, hands,
and voices. It comes from a great book that I have been reading called Rhythms of Grace. The idea is this:
everything we do as worshipers (as well as lead-worshipers and example-setters) is an “echo" of the
worship leadership that Jesus himself offers His Father. 

The author, Mike Cosper, put it like this: 

“…for every Christian, at all times and in all places, there has only ever been one Worship Leader, one who
is worthy to enter that sacred space and able to endure the wrath of God in our places, making us able to
"boldly enter in” with and through him. The songs we sing, the prayers we pray, the faith we confess - all of
it is an echo and an amen to the perfect worship offered to God by his Son.” 

Think about that. Whether we are worshiping together in a church service or by ourselves at home (or
wherever else we happen to be), we are only doing so because of and in accordance with the Great
Worship Leader Jesus. Even when I do my job as your Worship Pastor to the best of my ability, it simply
falls in the shadow of the leadership that Christ has provided for us. 

In the quote above, the author is referring to the clear reminder of this truth found in the Book of
Hebrews, which states:

"Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us
hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with
confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of
need. (Hebrews 4:14-16, ESV)

So as we gather to worship this Sunday (or even the next time you go to God in prayer), picture Jesus
opening the door for us and allowing us into the presence of God. We can almost hear him say as he did to
the woman at the well in John 4, the Father is waiting for us and “seeking” us to worship him in “spirit and
in truth.”

Thank you Jesus for leading us in worship!
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As of this printing, the deacon
nominations are in progress. As soon
as these men have been notified and
they have accepted their nomination,

we will vote as a church.

The Lord's Supper will be
obvserved on August 29th. 
We will utilize prepackaged
communion elements.

As of July 25, 2021

Budget Needs to Date         $427,254.30
Budget Received to Date    $400,032.73
Variance                                  ($ 27,221.57)

 
 

Kid's Check-In
We have a new kid's check-in system

at the welcome center in the family life
center.  Before taking your kids to

Sunday School or Kid's Church, please
make sure you have checked them in

and received a badge to pick them up.  
We want to make sure we are

providing the safest environment
possible for our kids!

August Birthdays


