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Official Newsletter of Cheraw First Baptist 

EVER  DESIRED  TO  GO  TO  ISRAEL  AND  WALK  WHERE  JESUS  WALKED?  THE  VAST

MAJORITY  OF  BELIEVERS  WILL  NEVER  GO  TO  ISRAEL  SO  WE ’RE  BRINGING  ISRAEL  TO

CHERAW!   PASTOR  ANDY  COOK  IS  THE  FOUNDER  OF  EXPERIENCE  ISRAEL  NOW,  AND  HE

WILL  BRING  ISRAEL  TO  CHERAW  FIRST  BAPTIST  ON  SEPTEMBER  12 -15TH.

USING  GOOGLE  EARTH  TECHNOLOGY  AND  PROFESSIONALLY  RECORDED  VIDEO  FROM

ISRAEL,  PASTOR  ANDY  WILL  SHARE  LIFE -CHANGING  LESSONS  LEARNED  FROM  THE  LAND

OF  THE  BIBLE.  LEARN  MORE  AT  WWW.EXPERIENCEISRAELNOW.COM.  

S U N D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  1 2 T H  A T  1 0 A M  A N D  6 : 3 0 P M  I N  T H E  F A M I L Y  L I F E  C E N T E R
E V E N I N G  S E S S I O N S  M O N D A Y  T H R O U G H  W E D N E S D A Y  A T  6 : 3 0 P M .

Season of Prayer 2021 :  Sept 12th-19th
 Janie Chapman Offering for State Missions, Missions Education, and 

Kingdom ADVANCE in South Carolina
 

State Goal: $1,700,000
Church Goal: $4,000

 
*Pick up your copy of the Prayer Guide at The Welcome Center*



From the Pastor's Desk
PASTOR ROD
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Dear Friends,

Happy September! Several exciting things are taking place in the life of our church this month.
First I’d like to talk about the Experience Israel Now Bible Conference beginning on Sunday,
September 12. My friend Andy Cook leads this ministry after having served several years as a
pastor of a local church in Georgia. Prior to his calling into the ministry, Andy was a sports writer
for local newspapers. Andy has become a dear friend and leads an exciting, extraordinary ministry. You’ve heard
me say for months now that many in the church will never get the opportunity to go to the land where Jesus
walked, so Andy will bring Israel to the local church. Andy will lead us in worship Sunday morning and then
Sunday through Wednesday evening at 6:30 pm. I’m telling you, you will want to be in attendance for these
exciting days as the Bible and places where you have read about come to life like never before. Can you tell I’m
excited?! Local churches have been invited but do help us get the word out. Flyers are located at the welcome
center for you to give to your friends, family, and neighbors.

Something else taking place this month is a new sermon series that your pastoral staff will preach / teach
together. We are calling this series, Growth Track and Pastor Robert will explain more about this in his article a
few pages over. Growth Track is our attempt at doing what many churches have in my opinion failed to do over
the years and in my lifetime – make disciples. This for us is just the tip of the ice berg but it’s a beginning point for
our disciple-making process. Beginning on September 19, we will introduce 4G’s to our church family. You can
read about that in Pastor Robert’s article.

Third, when I think of September I think of the Janie Chapman Offering for state missions. As you should know we
are a local autonomous church but we align and are affiliated with the South Carolina Baptist Convention. This
offering is used in our state convention to help fund missions in our state. We will have a prayer guide for you to
pray for particular state sponsored missions. Our goal is $4,000 so I hope you will join me in meeting that goal.

A change we have made that coincides with the new church year is a slight modification to our Greeter ministry.
This ministry is moving to a weekly rotation that mirrors several other ministry teams already in place such as our
nursery and security schedule. Implementing this change means that our greeter teams are serving just once a
month instead of a full month every quarter of the year. If you would like to serve on one of these teams please
contact the church office and help us make a great first impression with guests and our home folks.

Lastly, one of the things you will see on our church walls in the near future is what we are calling, Characteristics
of Our Leadership Culture. These ten characteristics are what your pastoral staff will strive for as we serve
alongside you in ministry. They are also characteristics that I would expect of those who serve in leadership
positions in our church. In addition, it is my hope that these characteristics will guide us going forward as a
church family as we seek to glorify our Lord. I’d like to share those characteristics with you as I close this article. 

10 Characteristics of Our Leadership Culture

                          1. The Lord is Honored                               6. Criticism is Given Gently & Accepted Humbly
                          2. Prayer Trumps Plans                                                    7. Unity is Everything
                          3. People Matter Most                               8. Honesty is Just a Given & Gossip Doesn’t Exist
         4. We Win Because My Win is Helping You Win                         9. Ideas are Welcomed
                          5. Laughter is Common                                  10. Stewardship is Standard Procedure
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Student LeaderStudent LeaderStudent Leader

Dinner/MeetingDinner/MeetingDinner/Meeting

September 9thSeptember 9thSeptember 9th   

@ 6pm@ 6pm@ 6pm



WOMEN
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Men 

Stand Firm- Saturday, October 2
Extraordinary Women Ministries will

host a one-day praise and worship event
at Steel Creek Church in Charlotte, NC.

Tickets are $64 or $84 (gold)
 

Please sign up at the Welcome Center

Iron Works is a weekly devotional
thought for men sent out by Pastor Rod
on Tuesdays via Realm. Please contact

Kelli if you haven't been receiving these.

Volume 2 will start on 
Sunday, Sept. 19

Prior attendance is 
not required!

   VIP'sVIP'sVIP's
Upcoming senior adult Events

SEPTEMBER 13TH @ NOON
Join us for lunch with guest speaker,

Pastor Andy Cook
*Please sign up @ The Welcome Center 

OCTOBER 5TH 
Day tr ip to Justus Orchards in

Hendersonvi l le
Sign up @ The Welcome Center

NOVEMBER 9TH @ NOON
Thanksgiving dinner

Guest Speaker: Charles Wilson

DECEMEBER 9TH 
Carolina Opry Christmas Show 

Show Time @ 1pm
Sign up @ The Welcome Center

 WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 
@ Central Baptist in Darlington

When: Friday, Sept. 24th @ 7pm &
 Saturday, Sept. 25th from 9am-1pm

Cost: $20, includes breakfast and lunch on
Saturday

Guest Speaker: Emily Kerr
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Worship & Discipleship Update
Pastor Robert

Several years ago, the quip "What would Jesus do" became one of the most commonly-asked questions in Christian
circles. However, this phrase that appeared on wristbands, t-shirts, and bumper stickers was met with some criticism by
people who thought that it was it was a little presumptuous to make a decision based on what we thought Jesus might
do. So another question was posed as a replacement (that I agree is much better): "What DID Jesus do?"

This question is especially helpful when talking about discipleship. Because if we today need to be all about making
disciples just like Jesus was, then the question we need to ask is, "How did Jesus make disciples?" Sure - he read Scripture
in the temple and spoke to large crowds at times, but a quick study from Scripture shows us that Jesus spent the
majority of his time talking with relatively small groups of people in their homes, in the "upper room," in boats, and just
walking down the road.

We can also see from Scripture that Jesus's disciple-making plan was not accidental; it was purposeful and planned. He
had a goal in mind of who he wanted his followers to become, and his 3½ year ministry was structured in a way to take
them there. As a result, we see in the Book of Acts that believers in the First Church were oriented around four key
purposes in their discipleship: worship, fellowship, ministry, and mission. And our church today (nearly 2,000 years later)
is striving to be oriented around the same four purposes.

This takes us to introducing something "new" for our church: the Growth Track. The Growth Track is a short series of
classes that is our way of helping you take your next step to GATHER, GROW, GIVE, and GO. These four action steps can
be understood as our church's strategy of making disciples (which is the Great Commission given to us by Jesus). No
matter where you are on your spiritual journey (whether you are just checking things out or you have been a Christian
for decades) and no matter what your background is (church or no church), we want to help you further GATHER with
the body of Christ, GROW in the image of Christ, GIVE to the work of Christ, and GO with the message of Christ.

In the future, the Growth Track classes will be the starting point for anyone who wants to find out more about our
church, get involved in our church, or expresses interest in joining our church. But for now (since this is brand new for all
of us), we will be teaching through the Growth Track as a 4-week sermon series starting Sunday, September 19. This
series will, in a sense, catch everyone up that is already part of our church and "count" as taking the class.

Of course, as we already said, a planned, strategic system of discipleship is not a new idea at all. Many churches and
Christian schools since the First Church long ago have been doing this in many different ways. However, even though we
would all probably agree that good discipleship is important, it is one of the easiest systems to let slide. In fact, many
modern churches sadly focus more on fun events and simply doing "stuff" than training followers of Christ to become
mature disciple-makers. Don't worry... we are going to keep having our own fun events, inspiring worship services, Bible
studies, mission trips, and all the rest - not just so we have something to do, but because we believe they are important
parts of our discipleship process.

We all have room to grow and learn. Let's all take the challenge to be part of this new discipleship initiative that Pastors
Rod, Trey, and I believe is going to have an incredible and far-reaching effect on our church right now and for our next
generation of members and leaders. Just as Paul prayed for the believers in Ephesus, here is our prayer for you:

“[May God] …give you spiritual wisdom and insight so that you might grow in your knowledge of God… that your hearts
will be flooded with light so that you can understand the confident hope he has given to those he called—his holy people
who are his rich and glorious inheritance… [and] that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us
who believe him.” (Ephesians 1:17-19a, NLT)
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As of August 22, 2021

Budget Needs to Date         $484,221.54
Budget Received to Date    $ 456,121.73 

 

NURSERY MINISTRY
Leader: Elizabeth Carter

1st Sunday: 
Elizabeth Carter, Susan Robertson,

Lisa Gainey, Jodi O’Neil
                    

2nd Sunday: 
Ruth Carter, Paige Kelly, 

Teresa Chewning, Anna Rushing
Harley Chewning

 
3rd Sunday:  

Debbie Phillips, Kim Wilkes,
Barbara Babb, Summer Griffin

 
4th Sunday: 

Paige Sartor, Jessica Caraway
Scott Caraway/Eli Caraway, Sue Lee

KIDS CHURCH
Leader: Karan Byrd

1st Sunday: 
           Karan Byrd, April Newton              

2nd Sunday: 
Jennifer Fenters, Ashley Fenters

3rd Sunday:  
Susan Howiler, Steve Howiler

4th Sunday: 
Matt Southard, Belinda Southard

SECURITY
Wednesday, September 1
Tommy Creech, Dave Webb

 
Sunday, September 5

 Frankie Joyner, Chap Allison,  Lanny Rayfield, Kenny Robertson
Wednesday, September 8

Jim Kennedy, Tim Rogers
 

Sunday, September 12
Gary Carroll, Dick Young, David Caulder, Chris Sellers

Evening: Darrell Burch
Wednesday, September 15
Rhett Phillips, Matt Southard

 
Sunday, September 19

 Tom Boan, Brad Redfearn,  Ron Watson, David Paschall
Evening: Ron Woodham

Wednesday, September 22
Ed Madden, Steven Marsh

 
Sunday, September 26

Bobby Roberts, Eric Jones, Jay Hinson, Bob Whiteman
Evening: Randy Caulder

Wednesday, September 29
Chap Allison, Tim Rogers

 




