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FAMILY

FELLOWSHIP
MEAL

October 20th @ 6pm
Bring a side or dessert and
the church will provide the
meat and drinks.

Collection Sunday
November 21
Pastor Rod would like to encourage families
to prepare shoeboxes for Operation
Christmas Child. We've ordered boxes and
they will be here soon. You can pick up as
many as you need!
We will also have the opportunity to go to
the processing center in Charlotte. The
tentative date is 11/29. Spots are limited so
please sign up at the welcome center.

From the Pastor's Desk
PASTOR ROD
Happy Fall Y’all!
I know that sounds cheesy, but I hope you are doing well and enjoying the season of Pumpkin
Spice, football, and cooler weather. We are in the middle of a sermon series called Growth Track.
In this series we are laying a foundational strategy to make disciples. As I’ve shared with you,
healthy churches make disciples and we believe we best do that together as we gather with the
body of Christ, grow into the image of Christ, give to the work of Christ, and go with the message of Christ. For the
Christian, discipleship is a lifelong process of being transformed into the image of Christ and walking in obedience.
Our Heavenly Father teaches us gradually and leads us in the direction He wants us to go. I believe the one verse
that epitomizes that for me is Proverbs 3:5-6; “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.”
When it comes to discipleship, a disciple trusts in the Lord. Our willingness to let God lead us is dependent upon
our understanding of who He is. Consider this: who has more knowledge – you or the omniscient Lord, who knows
the past, present, and future? Why in the world then would we rely on our own limited understanding when He
understands everything about us and knows what’s around the next bend. He sees every segment and every
season of our lives, and He will faithfully guide us as we trust in Him. Secondly, a disciple acknowledges the Lord.
Trusting in God leads to submission because we recognize He has the right to direct our every step. That’s why
Proverbs 3:5-6 tells us to acknowledge the Lord in all our ways. God’s straight path isn’t always easy, but it’s always
best. Even the difficulties we may encounter fit into His plan because they teach us to look to Him. Then thirdly, a
disciple accepts the Lord’s discipline. If we’re going to let God direct our path, we’ll also experience His loving
discipline. Think of it not as punishment but rather as correction. Discipline is necessary because He sees when we
have gone astray and He knows that without an incentive to change course, we’ll miss the blessings that result
from following Him. As we begin to re-emphasize discipleship and to be the church God wants us to be, I would
like to challenge you to let Proverbs 3:5-6 become an anchor verse in your life. It will encourage you to let God lead
you according to His perfect will.
As we grow together into the image of Christ, I have some other exciting news. First, we were able to provide for
you, your family, and small group access to RightNow Media. As of this writing, 48 individuals have signed up! If
you don’t know by now, this resource makes available to you an extensive online video library of over 20,000 titles.
There are Bible book studies, topical studies, and age-appropriate studies. All you must do to access this tool is
contact the church office and we will walk you through it! Secondly, on October 17, I’ll begin a three-week sermon
series I’m calling iFollow. In this series we’ll look at how a disciple is filled with the Spirit, helps others follow Jesus,
and makes an eternal difference. Also, by October 17 if not before, we should have a fresh, updated website. Our
current website is over seven years old, so we have been working to make a more vibrant, fresh website that is in
the works. Know that the web address will remain the same. Lastly, and most exciting is a big step in the life of our
church – bringing on staff a part time children’s director. We believe adding this position will help us invest in a
growing area of our church – our children’s ministry. This position has been budgeted for in our current budget,
and we were just waiting for God to bring and reveal who this person was not knowing if it would be this year or
the next. I’m so excited and thankful that Personnel, with unanimous support of our deacon body, has brought on
board our very own Aleisha Ainsworth to serve in this capacity! I hope you will join me in welcoming Aleisha to
your ministry staff as she leads and directs our children’s ministry.
We have so much to be thankful for. To God be the glory!
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Family Sundays
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Men

WOMEN

Our next meeting is Oct.
17th at 7:30am.
Prior attendance is
not required!

Our new Bible study, Elijah, begins on
Monday, October 11th at 6pm in the
Multipurpose Room. Please contact
Donna Teal with any questions.

VIP's
Upcoming senior adult Events

NOVEMBER 9TH @ NOON
Thanksgiving dinner
Guest Speaker: Charles Wilson

DECEMEBER 9TH
Carolina Opry Christmas Show
Show Time @ 1pm
Sign up @ The Welcome Center

New Small Groups:

October is Pastor Appreciation Month

Thank you Pastor Rod, Pastor Trey and
Pastor Robert for all that you do for
Cheraw First Baptist.

YOUNG ADULTS
Sunday Mornings @ 9am
PARENTING SMALL GROUP*
Sunday Evenings @ 5:30pm
*childcare is available*

IT'S THAT TIME AGAIN!

We will host a community
blood drive on October 23rd
from 10am-2pm. Scan the
QR code to schedule.
The Sponsor Code is 1354.
THE INFORMER

Attention all ministry
leaders responsible for your
department budget: please
submit your 2022 budget
requests to Lanny Rayfield
no later than October 13th.
PAGE 04

Worship & Discipleship Update
Pastor Robert
The WHY behind our worship
In the first sermon of our Growth Track series, Pastor Rod said that our worship is so essential to our life that when
we do not worship God fully, firstly, and rightly, it results in sin that unravels the fabric of who we are designed to be.
Paul talks about this in Romans 1:21-24 when he said, “…they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or
even give him thanks… As a result, their minds became dark and confused… and instead of worshiping the glorious,
ever-living God, they worshiped idols… So God abandoned them to do whatever shameful things their hearts
desired…”
When we come together for worship services, one of the main ways we corporately worship as a church body is
through music and singing. Thankfully, Scripture is open and freeing when describing guidelines for our music in
worship. For example, the very last Psalm tells us to “Praise Him with the trumpet… lute and harp… tambourine and
dance… strings and pipe… sounding cymbals… loud clashing cymbals…” And if that wasn’t musically inclusive enough,
the Psalmist then goes on to say simply: "Let everything that has breath praise the LORD!” (Psalm 150:3-6). Whatever
the instrumentation and style, the worship music in Scripture (primarily the Old Testament) was often very loud
because they were celebrating great victories (it reminds me of how loud we can get when our team is winning!).
Many years later, Jesus would tell the Woman at the Well that we could even worship God where we wanted, as long
as our hearts were in the right "place” and we worshiped God in “spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). Then this is exactly
what Jesus did in the Upper Room when he served his disciples their first communion and then “sung a hymn” with
them (Matthew 26:30). How cool would it have been to sing a song with Jesus? I wonder what they sang? Was Jesus a
bass or a tenor?
But even though Scripture does not does not prescribe or prefer a musical style, genre, or instrumentation for
church worship, any church with more than one person has probably disagreed over musical or worship style at
some point! When it comes to worship music, we all have a mix of preferences because we all have unique
denominational backgrounds, cultural upbringings, and musical tastes. For example, our own church’s worship team
is made up of people from all ages that have backgrounds in Independent Baptist, Southern Baptist, Presbyterian,
Church of God, Wesleyan, Episcopalian, and no church at all. That is why at our church, we incorporate songs from a
variety of styles, genres, and musical eras. We even try to keep the music within a certain volume range (between 8095 decibels) that encourages even the most uncomfortable singer to sing out (because when the music is too quiet,
some people become hesitant to sing for fear that others will hear them).
We also try to incorporate modern hymns as well as classic hymns (and everything in between) in our worship music.
We do this not just because our congregation is made up of people from different generations, but because there
are countless wonderful songs that have been written over the past few thousand years - and there are still more
being written today. It is good to sing songs that remind us of our early Christian years just as it is good to sing “new
songs to the Lord” (Psalm 96:1). Maybe one day our church will even be writing our own songs!
More importantly, no matter when the song was written, we strive to choose songs that are biblically-based,
congregationally-friendly, and God-honoring. If you were to look through the list of songs we have done in worship
so far this year, you would see songs ranging from one year old to hundreds of years old that fall in line with what
Paul instructed us to do in Ephesians 5:19 when he said to sing “psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.”
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Worship & Discipleship Continued
Pastor Robert

The majority of the songs we sing are hymns like “Good, Good Father" that are sung to or about God and
that praise him for his attributes (faithfulness, goodness, strength, etc.) and actions (provision, presence,
peace, etc.). We also sing psalms like “Forever” which include phrases or choruses taken straight from
Scripture as well spiritual songs like Amazing Grace that give express our spiritual experience through
songs of surrender, adulation, confession, etc. At the same time, there are some old and new songs that we
do not sing because they are either they are biblically weak, complicated, weird, overdone, or something
else.
When it comes down to it, music is no more than a tool that God gave us to worship him. The intensity and
authenticity of our worship is directly connected to our relationship to God and obedience to his Word. We do not go
to church services TO worship, we BRING our worship with us! A life that does not worship God privately throughout
the week cannot fully worship God on Sunday morning when they gather with others.
So Church family… let’s get ready to worship God!
Pastor Robert

As God continues to do amazing things in the life of our church, We are excited to share just
a glimpse of what God is doing in the life of our students. Just two short weeks ago we
started back with our Cheraw Students Sunday Night Worship. This past Sunday night as
our worship countdown begin, students begin hunting for open seats; a few open seats
here, a few on the other side of the room. Seats begin to fill up and in the rush of worship
soon beginning, I noticed there were no more open chairs. Volunteers quickly grabbed
two burgundy chairs out of the adult worship center and we then begin our worship
service.
Now you may say, what does it matter? It was just some extra chairs. But, to me and to
those who have sowed into Cheraw Students through volunteering, financial giving,
encouragement, and prayers over the years, it is so much more than those burgundy
chairs. I’m reminded of Deuteronomy 7:9; “know therefore that the Lord your God is God,
the faithful God who keeps His covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and
keep his commandments, to a thousand generations.” God is faithful. Even if our students
do not fully understand who God is or what He wants to do in their lives, He is faithful. If
they come just for the food or for basketball, God is still faithful. If they come just for a
“safe place” or just to receive love even for just a moment, God is still faithful.
In season, He will give us the fruit of our hands.
I pray we always remember the impact of relationships and the love Jesus Christ has for us.
And we never underestimate the faithfulness of God in two burgundy chairs.
To all those who support our student ministry in any way, Thank You. Beth and I ask that
you continue to pray for us and the many students that God faithfully continues to send our
way. We love you all.
Pastor Trey
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NURSERY MINISTRY
Leader: Elizabeth Carter
1st Sunday:
Elizabeth Carter, Susan Robertson,
Lisa Gainey, Jodi O’Neil
2nd Sunday:
Ruth Carter, Paige Kelly,
Teresa Chewning, Anna Rushing
Harley Chewning
3rd Sunday:
Karen Adeimy, Kim Wilkes,
Barbara Babb, Summer Griffin
4th Sunday:
Paige Sartor, Jessica Caraway
Scott Caraway/Eli Caraway
5th Sunday:
Family Sunday

KIDS CHURCH
Leader: Karan Byrd
1st Sunday:
Karan Byrd, April Newton
2nd Sunday:
Jennifer Fenters, Ashley Fenters
3rd Sunday:
Susan Howiler, Steve Howiler
4th Sunday:
Matt Southard, Belinda Southard
5th Sunday:
Family Sunday (No Kid's Church)
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As of September 26, 2021
Budget Needs to Date

$ 555,430.59

Budget Received to Date $ 523,404.93

SECURITY
Sunday, October 3
Frankie Joyner, Brad Redfearn, Bob Whiteman, Kenny Robertson
Evening: Bill McIntosh
Wednesday, October 6
Dave Webb, Tommy Creech
Sunday, October 10
Gary Carroll, Dick Young, David Caulder, Chris Sellers
Evening: Randy Caulder
Wednesday, October 13
Jim Kennedy, Tim Rogers
Sunday, October 17
Tom Boan, Chap Allison, Ron Watson, David Paschall
Evening: Darrell Burch
Wednesday, October 20
Matt Southard, Rhett Phillips
Sunday, October 24
Bobby Roberts, Eric Jones, Jay Hinson, Lanny Rayfield
Evening: Ron Woodham
Wednesday, October 27
Ed Madden, Steven Marsh
Sunday, October 31
Chap Allison, Darrell Burch, David Caulder, Lanny Rayfield
Evening: Randy Caulder
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