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Operation Christmas Child 
 

We have shoeboxes available in the foyer. Collection Sunday
will be November 14th. We will pray over all of our shoeboxes

during the service before sending them off. Please contact
Jennifer Fenters at 843-287-0723 if you have any questions.

 
We also have the opportunity to go to the processing center

on November 29 in Charlotte. Spots are limited so please sign
up at the welcome center.

 Thanksgiving schedule
 

We will observe the Lord's Supper on Sunday,
November 21 @ 6pm.

 
                     There will be no evening activities                                     

on Wednesday, November 24.
 

                        The office will be closed on                
Nov. 25th & 26th.



From the Pastor's Desk
PASTOR ROD

THE INFORMER PAGE 02

One night grandparents took their grandchildren and their parents to one of those large 
pizza restaurants where the food is awful and too expensive but the play area of games 
for the kids can be nice. Everyone it seemed had a great time. When it came time to leave,
one of the grandchildren was strapped into a safety seat in the back of their car. In the 
process his mother said, “Now, make sure you tell Papa how thankful you are.”
There was no response.
She said it again, “I want you to tell Papa thank you for the nice evening.”
Nothing.
She tried a third time. Still nothing.
“It’s OK,” grandpa said. A frustrated mother sighed, shut the door, and headed for her car.
When the grandfather and his grandson were alone, he decided it was time for a bit of grandfatherly
coaching. “You know,” he said, “Papa loves to do things for his grandchildren. But it takes the fun out of it
if they aren’t thankful.”
He surely thought his reasoning would address the problem of ingratitude. Logic suggested that there
would be an immediate outpouring of thankfulness. But his comment was met by . . . more silence. 
So with a bit more agitation and irritation in his voice, the grandfather said; “Did you hear what I said?”
“Yep,” came the reply.
“You heard me say how important it is to be thankful?”
“Yep.”
“Then don’t you think it might be a smart idea to say a thank you?”
More silence. Then this: “I’m thankful . . . I just don’t want to say it.” 
While words of gratitude are important – the heart of gratitude is of more importance. 
Ten men with leprosy met Jesus on the road between Galilee and Samaria. Because custom demanded
that they keep their distance, they could only cry out, “Have pity on us!” Whether they were seeking alms
or knew of Jesus’ reputation for healing is not known. Pity is their admission that they are desperate for
whatever charity another person might provide.
Jesus’ response to them was to go and show themselves to the priests. Perhaps more was said than this
but this is all we have of the story. As they went, the Bible says, “they were cleansed” (Luke 17:14). One of
them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. He threw himself at Jesus’ feet
and thanked him – and he was a Samaritan (vv. 15-16). Jesus asked the question in verses 17-18 of that
chapter, “Where are the other nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this
foreigner?”
Jesus’ point – gratitude is important to Him. 
I believe this story is there for one reason – to underscore the importance of gratitude. The other nine –
presumably Jews – should have known better. The only one that knew enough to be grateful however was
a Samaritan.
Having a heart of gratitude or gratefulness doesn’t come natural to us. It’s not instinctive. If anything,
having such a heart comes through discipline and a realization that we don’t deserve nor or we entitled to
the blessings bestowed on us. But gratitude is important to Jesus and therefore should be important to
us. In this season upon us, let’s give thanks with a grateful heart for the blessings and goodness of God
upon us and our church family. 
Happy Thanksgiving!
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Aleisha Ainsworth

As I reflect over the last month, once again, I’m amazed at the 
goodness of God in the life of our church and the kid’s ministry.  
With the Thanksgiving season quickly approaching us, I think of all of the things we have to be thankful
for and find myself overwhelmed with gratitude.  Some of you have reached out offering support and
some of you have petitioned Heaven on our behalf.  Some of you serve on Wednesdays and some on
Sundays.  Some of you have made a kids’ supper and others have held little hands. Many of you have
gone right along with whatever crazy idea I’ve thrown at you along the way.  Whatever way you have
sowed into the kid’s ministry now or in the past, thank you.  

When I start thinking about the gratefulness I carry in my heart, my desire to teach that gratitude to
our children grows even stronger.  Teaching gratitude to a generation that is sinking in a “give me
more culture” is quite the task.  But, I say, we must rise to the challenge not just as parents and
grandparents but as the church.  Gratitude sets children on a path of empathy and awareness of
others.  It begins aligning their hearts to God’s heart and equips them to not just attend the church but
be the church.  

Let us model gratitude out loud.  Let us be careful of grumbling and stay focused on the steadfastness
of His love and the work of His kingdom. Let us be examples of thankful people fully dependent on a
powerful God. Let us pass on thankfulness by how we talk and how we live.  Let us “give thanks to the
Lord, for He is good; His love endures forever!” (Psalm 107:1).  - Aleisha 

Kids Ministry Update

ThankThankThank
you!you!you!

The pastoral staff would like to thank each and every person who
recognized them during pastor appreciation month.  We are very

thankful for the cards, gifts, snacks and monetary donations 
that were given to each of us. It is a blessing to serve you.

-Pastor Rod, Pastor Robert & Pastor Trey



WOMEN
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Men 

Our next meeting is
November 21st at 7:30am.

Prior attendance is 
not required!

   VIP'sVIP'sVIP's
Upcoming senior adult Events

NOVEMBER 16TH @ NOON
Thanksgiving dinner

Guest Speaker:  Rev. Charles Wilson
Sign up @ The Welcome Center

 

DECEMEBER 9TH 
Carolina Opry Christmas Show 

Show Time @ 1pm
Sign up @ The Welcome Center

The last day to sign up is Nov. 14th

UPCOMING EVENTS
 

November 18th is ladies paint night.
Snacks are provided. Katie Stewart

will be leading our paint party.
 

December 14th is Bible bingo...bring
your favorite snack to share!

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY
Spotlight of the Month

Each month we will "spotlight" one of our
homebound members. Feel free to send

words of encouragement or even visit this
member (with their permission, of course).

November's "VIP"
Addie Mae Sellers

70 Victory Lane, Cheraw
843-537-3098

Birthday: Nov. 27th
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Worship & Discipleship Update
Pastor Robert

THANKFUL WORSHIP

I love the Fall season. I love the to see the leaves changing, to hear the cheers at football games, to feel the chilly
air, and yes, even to taste the pumpkin spice. But more than that I love the Thanksgiving holiday that Fall brings
because it gives us an excuse to get together and eat good food. Oh yeah...  and it reminds us that we have so
many things to be thankful for! We can even thank God for the common things in life like a roof over our head,
food on our table, and shoes on our feet (as Pastor Trey's favorite 1990s Southern Gospel song called"Thank You
Lord For Your Blessings on Me" reminds us).

Did you know that God actually commands us to to give thanks to him? But as the Psalmist tells us in Psalm 54:6, it
is because God knows how good it is FOR us! A positive change takes place in our souls when we shift our focus
from complaining about what we perceive as bad to recognizing all the things that are good. That is why Apostle
Paul charges us in Philippians 4:8 to think about what is true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, and commendable.
Being thankful is actually one of the key factors in living a peace-filled life. Earlier in the same passage, Paul gave
this formula for peace that has been life-changing for so many Christians: "Rejoice in the Lord always;... do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known
to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus."
(Philippians 4:4–7, ESV). 

So instead of living under our difficulties, wallowing in our anxiety, or spending our energy grumbling, if we pray to
God by presenting our cares to him (supplication) as well as praising him for our blessings (thanksgiving), the result
will be a peace from the Holy Spirit that might not even make sense considering our situation. In contrast,
however, Paul tells us that when people do not honor God and give him thanks, their thinking becomes "futile" and
their "foolish hearts" become darkened (Romans 1:21). Much of our life is affected by the decision to respond to
God in thanksgiving.

Blueletterbible.org (one of my favorite websites) reveals that the words "thank," "thanks," and "thanksgiving"
appear nearly 150 times in the English Standard Version of the Bible. Not surprisingly, the Hebrew and Greek
words for these (yāḏâ and tôḏâ") also mean to praise, confess, and give testimony of God's goodness through our
speech and singing.

Worshiping God (personally and corporately) from a heart of thanksgiving is an essential part of the Believer's life.
David gave thanks to God for answering his prayers and providing salvation (Psalm 118:21); Paul gave thanks for
the work of the God's Word in our hearts and for the support of friends (1 Thessalonians 2:13, Romans 1:8); and
Jesus gave thanks to God for hearing his prayers and even for the crucifixion he would endure (Matthew 11:25,
15:36, 26:27, John 11:41). We also have countless reasons to give thanks. Sometimes our offerings of praise will be
easy to give but other times they will be difficult sacrifices. Either way, God honors our thanksgiving when we give
from willing hearts (2 Chronicles 29:31).

Thanksgiving is a choice. Praise is a preference. It is up to us whether we will worship or whine. From my own
personal experience (and according to James 3:10-12), we cannot give thanks to God and complain at the same
time - our hearts will not allow us. So let's make the commitment that David made in Psalm 35:18 when he said, "I
will thank you in the great congregation; in the mighty throng I will praise you."  Let's "Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless his name!" (Psalm 100:4, ESV).

Also, I hope you will check out a new song we will be singing in November called "Thank You Jesus for the Blood" by
Charity Gayle. I really think you will like it!

http://blueletterbible.org/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/h3034/kjv/wlc/0-1/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/h8426/kjv/wlc/0-1/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhU-Omwg2rU
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Technology Night
Doesn't that just sound like something you will want to attend?
On Sunday, November 14 at 5:30 pm an information session will 
be held in the multipurpose room.
 At this session you will learn about:

1. The church's website
2. The church and ministry Facebook pages
3. Right Now Media - access to thousands of Bible studies and a great way to form groups for Bible study
4. Realm - our church app that works like an online directory and a great communication tool
5. YouVersion Bible App - a Bible study resource tool as well as a way to follow along in Sunday's sermon

If you have a mobile device you would like to bring (cell phone, iPad, or laptop) that would be great. However, the
amount of "training" offered may be limited based on the size of the group attending the session. If you already 
use these technologies and could be present to help with individual questions, please let the church office know.

Pastor Trey Thanksgiving
feast/service

N O V E M B E R  2 1  @

5 : 3 0 P M

As thanksgiving approaches, I often ask myself what do I have to be thankful for. As I look around, God has truly blessed
not only me and my family but He has blessed our church family.  As I look around I am amazed of how God has and
continues to pour out His love and faithfulness in the life of our church.  Cheraw First Baptist, we have so much to be
thankful for. 

As I think of the many things our church has to be thankful for, I find myself being extra thankful for what God is doing in
the life of our student ministry.  In a year of so many distractions, concerns and uncertainties, God has remained faithful.  
Though it may seem that the world around us is falling apart, God is still in control and Has shown His love through it all.
This year has been filled with so many blessings in the life of our students.  Cheraw Students have worshiped together,
prayed together, studied the Bible together and continue to grow in their faith together.  In this year alone, we have seen
12 students place their trust in Jesus Christ for Salvation.  Wow, we have so much to be thankful for.

As our student ministry continues to grow, we need your help.  In our October newsletter, I wrote to you rejoicing over
the two chairs we needed to “borrow” from the worship center.  Over the last several weeks, we have continued to need
chairs.  For that reason, we are starting a chair drive; 70 Chairs, 70 Students.  We are asking anyone who feels led to
consider purchasing a chair for the student ministry for only $50.  Every chair purchased represents a life being forever
impacted for the kingdom.  What an awesome thought and yet another reason to be thankful.
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As of October 24, 2021
Budget Needs to Date        $  612,397.53
Budget Received to Date   $  591,095.93

 

NURSERY MINISTRY
Leader: Elizabeth Carter

1st Sunday: 
Elizabeth Carter, Susan Robertson,

Lisa Gainey, Jodi O’Neil
                    

2nd Sunday: 
Ruth Carter, Paige Kelly, 

Teresa Chewning, Anna Rushing
Harley Chewning

 

3rd Sunday:  
Karen Adeimy, Kim Wilkes,

Barbara Babb, Summer Griffin
 

4th Sunday: 
Paige Sartor, Jessica Caraway

Scott Caraway/Eli Caraway
 

KIDS CHURCH
Leader: Karan Byrd

1st Sunday: 
           Karan Byrd, April Newton              

2nd Sunday: 
Jennifer Fenters, Ashley Fenters

3rd Sunday:  
Susan Howiler, Steve Howiler

4th Sunday: 
Matt Southard, Belinda Southard

 

SECURITY
Wednesday, November 3

Brad Redfearn
 

Sunday, November 7
 Frankie Joyner, Brad Redfearn, Bob Whiteman, Kenny Robertson

Evening: Bill McIntosh
Wednesday, November 10
Dave Webb, Tommy Creech

 
Sunday, November 14

Gary Carroll, Dick Young, David Caulder, Chris Sellers
Evening: Randy Caulder

Wednesday,  November 17
Jim Kennedy, Tim Rogers

 
Sunday,  November 21

 Tom Boan, Chap Allison,  Ron Watson, David Paschall
Evening: Darrell Burch & Matt Southard

Wednesday,  November 24
Rhett Phillips

 
Sunday,  November 28

Bobby Roberts, Eric Jones, Jay Hinson, Lanny Rayfield
Evening: Ron Woodham

 
 




