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From the Pastor's Desk
PASTOR ROD

What a wonderful  month of  Apr i l  we had together and what a wonderful  Easter 
Sunday. In the May edi t ion of  The Informer ,  I  shared how I  would love to see us 
wi th at  least  300 in worship.  I 'm exci ted to say we great ly surpassed that goal  .  .  .  
we had 456 in worship!  To God be the glory!  Thank you for invi t ing your f r iends, 
fami ly,  and neighbors to our church. Then just  th is past week, to see the bapt isms 
taking place .  .  .  God is up to something in our church! I 'm hope you are exci ted 
about that  as I  am. With guests coming to our church each Sunday, help our 
Greeters ident i fy guests that  may be si t t ing near you. Encourage them to stop by the Welcome Center
for a gi f t  f rom our church or even better,  take them to our Welcome Center!

This month several  exci t ing th ings are taking place. Our kids ministry wil l  be going on their  very own
kids retreat May 6-7 r ight  here in Cheraw. I f  your chi ld is interested in at tending this event,  there is a
required parents meet ing on May 1 at  7:00 pm in the sanctuary.  Mother’s Day is  May 8 and we have a
special  way we’re going to celebrate the godly women in our l i fe.  You’ l l  have to be at  church that
Sunday ladies to see the gi f t  we’ve picked out for  you. Our VIP ministry wi l l  be meet ing on May 12 and
our guests wi l l  be f rom the Bapt ist  Foundat ion of  our state convent ion.  This luncheon wi l l  provide you
not only food and fel lowship but a weal th of  informat ion that you need to hear.  I ’m also exci ted about
our men’s “Fella-ship ”  on May 24 at  6:00 pm. We have a speaker l ined up for the evening that wi l l
br ing a message geared for men, have great food, and games such as cornhole.  This event is for  men,
teens, and kids .  .  .  just  s ign up so we can plan accordingly for  food. A last  event I ’ l l  h ighl ight  is  our
Family Day  b lock party that  wi l l  take place immediately af ter  worship on Sunday, May 29. I f  you’ve
not iced, every f i f th Sunday is designated “Family Day” where we see many of  our k ids and youth
serving in var ious capaci t ies.  This wi l l  be a fun way to k ick of f  the summer as a church fami ly.

A church–wide mission project  I  would l ike us to accompl ish th is month is one that wi l l  benef i t  the
Good Samaritan Colony .  You’ l l  f ind a l is t  of  i tems they need in your smal l  group classroom. Each
Smal l  Group has part icular i tems you are asked to br ing.  Br ing your i tems any Sunday and drop them
off  in the foyer.  Make sure you br ing them however by the 29th.  

This month we return to our Rt. 66  sermon series  on Sunday mornings where I  wi l l  br ing you a
message from what I  consider to be the most important passage in a part icular book of  the Bible.  On
Wednesday nights,  in addi t ion to our prayer t ime, we are studying through 1 Thessalonians in a study
cal led Revive & Restart .  John Avant,  President of  L i fe Act ion Ministr ies,  is  leading this v ideo dr iven
discussion.

Financial ly speaking, thank you for giv ing to the Annie Armstrong Offer ing for  North American
Missions. We’ve almost reached our goal !  On another note,  we have fal len behind in our budget needs
to date.  Part  of  that  is  at t r ibutable to poor weather the beginning of  the year where we wondered i f  we
were going to be able to have church in person. Wel l ,  we had church, but I  can remember our
at tendance being real ly af fected .  .  .  ra indrops and the cold keep Bapt ists away.  Perhaps another
sl ight  reason is that  the pandemic is st i l l  keeping folks away. Whatever the reason(s),  wi th summer
approaching, I  want to urge you now to be fai thful  in your giv ing so that we can close this gap. I f  you
have gotten a l i t t le behind in what you planned to give,  let 's  begin making up the di f ference. I 'd love to
see us c lose this gap between what is required and what has been given and go into the summer
months strong f inancial ly.  Remember,  you are an integral  part  of  the mission of  our ministry.  Simply
put,  we could not ministry wi thout you. 

Final ly,  I 'm exci ted to say that on Thursday, May 5 we wi l l  
observe the Nat ional  Day of  Prayer.  This event wi l l  take place
at Centennial  Park at  noon. I  hope you can jo in us as we 
gather wi th others to pray.  

God bless you.
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WOMEN
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Men 

   VIP'sVIP'sVIP's

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY
Spotlight of the Month

Each month we will "spotlight" one of our
homebound members. Feel free to send

words of encouragement or even visit this
member (with their permission, of course).

May "VIP"
Joe Burch, Jr.

305 Sliding Hill Road
Cheraw, SC 29520

June 11th - Sea Grove Trip
We will travel to Sea Grove Pottery in

Sea Grove, NC. We will leave the
church around 8am and

 have lunch at Sea Grove Family
Restaurant.

 Deadline to sign up is June 7th

Fella-ship Meal
Join us on May 24th at 6pm
for a time of "fella-ship" and
food! Our guest speaker will

be Rev. Tim Coker. Please
sign up by May 16th.



Worship & Discipleship Update
Easter week was wonderful. In some ways, I think that it was a milestone for us as a church that will not be
quickly forgotten.

One aspect I wanted to highlight, though, is that in the span of 5 days (from our Holy Wednesday service to
Easter Sunday), we sang 13 songs corporately as a church.

These songs were fairly typical to the kind of songs we sing at Cheraw First Baptist Church. They came from a
few different musical eras. For example, “Just as I Am” was written almost 200 years ago, “Old Rugged Cross” is
about 100 years old, “Because He Lives” is 50 years old, “Living Hope” is 10 years old, and “Graves into
Gardens” was written last year (2021). I am thankful for these songs written and songs still being written.

Also, the songs came from around the world from writers and poets with different denominational persuasions.
“Because He Lives” came from the Church of the Brethren, “How Great Thou Art” came from the Methodist
Church, “Just as I Am” came from the Church of England, “Graves into Gardens” came from a Southern Baptist
Church, “Jesus Paid it All” came from a Methodist Episcopal Church, “Worthy of it All” came from the
International House of Prayer, and others came from other styles of churches, including some that were non-
denominational. Praise God that we get to benefit today from all of these believers in all of these places.

Several of the songs were born out of difficult or even tragic seasons of the authors’ lives. Some were faster and
celebrative, and some were slower and contemplative. Depending on your Christian experience and history,
some you may have known well and others may have been brand new to you. And let’s be honest - some you
liked a lot… and others not so much. And that’s okay! 

But here is the most important attribute of these songs (and hopefully every song we sing): they all had to with
the Gospel of Jesus or our response to it. 

Out of the MILLIONS of “psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs” written by our Christian grandparents and still
being written by our Christian brothers and sisters, we get to choose a handful every week to sing as a church
family. That is no small task. But I hope we will always weave into the tapestry of our church’s music the crimson
thread of Jesus Christ. May we lift HIM up more than how we feel, what we like, and what we think. Heaven will
be wonderful, our fellowship is sweet, and our salvation was incredible, but above all those by products of the
Gospel, I want to keep Jesus the center of our worship - especially with the hymns we sing. I hope you will, too.

P.S. - if you were wondering, here are most of the songs we sang during Easter week:

Jesus Paid it All (1865)
There is a Fountain (1830)
Old Rugged Cross (1913)
Love of God (1917)
Forever (We Sing Hallelujah) (2014)
Because He Lives (1971)
This is Amazing Grace (2012)
How Great Thou Art (1886)
Graves into Gardens (2021)
Living Hope (2018)
Worthy of it all (2012)
Just as I Am (1835)
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Church-wide Mission Project
Each Small Group has a list of non-perishable items needed by The Good

Samaritan Colony. We will collect items each Sunday during the month of May.
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As of April 24, 2022NURSERY MINISTRY
Leader: Elizabeth Carter

 

1st Sunday: 
Elizabeth Carter, Susan Robertson,

Lisa Gainey, Jodi O’Neil
                    

2nd Sunday: 
Ruth Carter, Elizabeth Carter, 

Teresa Chewning, Harley Chewning
 

3rd Sunday:  
Karen Adeimy, Kim Wilkes,

Barbara Babb, Summer Griffin
 

4th Sunday: 
Paige Sartor, Anna Rushing, Desiray

Rushing, Regina Andrecioli
 

KIDS CHURCH
Leader: Karan Byrd

                         
                             1st Sunday:                               

      Karan Byrd, April Newton        
                          2nd Sunday:                             

Jennifer & Ashley Fenters
3rd Sunday:   

    Susan & Steve Howiler    
4th Sunday: 

Matt & Belinda Southard

SECURITY
 

Sunday, May 1
 Frankie Joyner, Brad Redfearn, Bob Whiteman, Kenny Robertson

Evening: Bill McIntosh & Ed Madden
Wednesday, May 4

Tommy Creech, Dave Webb
 

Sunday, May 8
Gary Carroll, Jodie Goodwin, David Caulder, Chris Sellers

Evening: No Services
Wednesday, May 11

Rhett Phillips, Steven Marsh
 

Sunday,  May 15
 Tom Boan, Chap Allison, Ron Watson, David Paschall

Evening:  Randy Caulder & Todd Garris
Wednesday,  May 18

Brad Redfearn & Bob Whiteman
 

Sunday, May 22
Bobby Roberts, Eric Jones, Jay Hinson, Lanny Rayfield

Evening: Ron Woodham & Dave Webb
Wednesday, May 25

Jim Kennedy, Tim Rogers
 

Sunday, May 29
 Frankie Joyner, Brad Redfearn, Bob Whiteman, Kenny Robertson

Evening: No Services

YTD REQUIRED         247,079.36
YTD RECEIVED          219,642.30




