


From the Pastor's Desk
Pastor Rod

I hope this article finds you enjoying, surprisingly warmer weather as we enter the month of March. 
I also hope you will enjoy this month’s edition of The Informer and will keep in mind the things going 
on this month in the life of our church.

I recently read an article by Pastor H.B. Charles. In this article he was sharing a conversation he 
and a friend were having about attending church. His friend was also a pastor and shockingly 
shared that when he retired, he didn’t know whether he wanted to attend church anymore when he could just stay home
and watch the livestream while remaining faithful in giving of his tithes through online giving. This surprised Pastor Charles
that his friend would think that way. 

It reminds me of the story of a pastor who told his wife one Sunday morning, “Give me three reasons why I should go to
church today.” His wife replied, “First, it’s Sunday and you’re a Christian. Second, the Lord has been good to you, and you
should desire to worship Him. Third, you’re the pastor of the church.”

Pastors are supposed to be at church on Sunday. You expect it, and rightfully so. Also you expect us in the ministry to be
prepared and present. I take these duties seriously and thus church is part of my life. But even if I wasn’t a pastor, church
would still be part of my life because I choose to follow Christ. In addition, Jesus loves the church and gave Himself for her
(Eph 5:25) so I choose to love that which Jesus loves. 

Pastor Charles went on to share several reasons why you should choose to participate in corporate worship actively and
regularly. Here are his reasons:

1. The Word of God teaches it (Hebrews 10:24-25).
2. Corporate worship is where the teaching and preaching of God’s Word takes place (2 Tim 4:1-5).
3. It follows the example set by Jesus (Luke 4:16).
4. It honors the Lord’s Day – the day on which Jesus rose from the dead.
5. It is a wise and proper use of the privilege and liberty to gather corporately as a body of Believers.
6. Neglecting corporate worship grieves the Holy Spirit (Eph. 4:30).
7. It brings joy to the spiritual leaders who watch over you and who must give an account for you. Absenteeism grieves 
    them and is unprofitable for you (Hebrews 13:17).
8. It demonstrates that you affirm the mission of the church family of which you are a member.
9. Your absence renders it difficult for you to actively participate and add to your church’s ministry.
10. You need the encouragement that comes from the assembling of the saints (Heb. 10:24-25).
11. God demands first place in your life (Matt. 6:33).
12. It reminds you that God has a new community of people through faith in Jesus (Rom. 12:5).
13. It is a way of preserving the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Eph. 4:3).
14. Corporate worship is a strategic place where you exercise your spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 14:12).
15. Your regular attendance serves as a positive example and influence for others.
16. If you participate in a ministry, your absence can hinder the overall effectiveness of that ministry.
17. Being involved in corporate worship services counteracts our self-centeredness.
18. You should take the time to say “thank you” to God for giving you another week.
19. Absenteeism is a poor testimony to unbelievers who see your inconsistency (John 13:34-35).
20. True and saving faith will foster love for that which Christ loves, the church (Eph. 5:25).
21. The practice of good habits like regular church attendance builds spiritual character.
22. Attending worship is one way to honor spiritual leaders who serve you.
23. Attending corporate worship renews and strengthens us for the day ahead (Heb. 10:24-25).
24. Corporate worship helps reinforce the truth that worship is not about getting from God, but giving to God.
25. Corporate worship is the designated place to carry out the ordinances of the church.

I'm thankful that so many of you are faithful in your attendance. Let's encourage others to do the same. 
God bless you!



Missions & More

"The Living Last Supper"
March 25th & 26th

7pm
 

Admission is free.
 

Lower Macedonia Baptist Church
5267 Teal's Mill Rd

SPAGHETTI LUNCHEON
Dine In or Take Out

 

April 2nd
immediately following the worship service

 
Donations will go to help offset the cost for

the Student's Puerto Rico Mission Trip



Cheraw Kids
Aleisha Ainsworth
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HOMEBOUND MINISTRY
Spotlight of the Month

Each month we will "spotlight" one of
our homebound members. Feel free
to send words of encouragement or

even visit this member (with their
permission, of course).

March "VIP"
Eunice Hinson

Cheraw Healthcare
PO Box 967



Worship & Discipleship 
Pastor Robert

5 Reasons Why We Stop Going to Church

We probably all remember 2020 when our government “mandated” churches to close their doors in response to a new
virus. So many Christians struggled with maintaining spiritual disciplines such as Bible reading and prayer while not
gathering in person. While most people today have moved beyond being worried about any negative consequences of
getting together to sing, pray, and study, the repercussions of that season are still being felt today: especially in a decline
of church attendance.

One study found that fewer than half of churches are back to their previous attendance. Some churches have fully closed.
However, we cannot really blame the shut down for this. Instead it seemed to give people on the fringes an excuse to stop
and accelerated a process that was already in play.

I say this because over my nearly 20 years of ministry leadership at several churches and being friends with many
pastors, I have seen all kinds of people leave the church for all kinds of reasons. I have seen teenagers leave after they
get a license, young adults leave once they graduate, young couples leave after marriage, young families leave when their
children start playing a sport, spouses leave after a divorce, adults leave because of a job, senior adults leave because of
health difficulties, and people of all ages leave for so many other reasons, such as a pastoral change, musical
disagreement, service time change, seating rearrangement, or change in rooms for worship.

This has been a concern for church leaders in America for many years. It has been the topic of books and conferences
since long before my time. From what I have learned, people stop going to church for one or more of the following five
reasons: 

1. Habit. Because of a change in work, health, or life, some people miss gathering for long enough to get out of the habit
of waking up early on Sunday, preparing for a Small Group, and being scheduled for a ministry. And since Christianity is
less socially acceptable, they naturally built new habits of sleeping in, golfing, watching tv, vacationing, or working.

2. Fear. Many people suffer hurt from the place that should be safe: the church. The words of pastor, the judgement of a
member, or the absence of a leader resulted in an offense. Sometimes it comes from someone meaning well, and other
times it comes from someone acting out on their own hurt. While most people do not have a choice whether or not they
return to work or school, church is voluntary and much easier to walk away from.

3. Bitterness. A negative church experience can result in bitterness that someone is unwilling or unable to deal with. The
initial negative experience may have been legitimate (they were mistreated, lied about, or unloved) or it may have been
not much more than inconvenient (such as the infamous change in carpet color, service time, seating, music, or pastor).

4. Embarrassment. The shame and regret that follows a wrong choice in life often ends up as a barrier between someone
and their church. And although God and mature Christians would be wiling to forgive and move on, some people end up
too embarrsed to confess and repent. However, sometimes a person’s actions or words are not actually wrong biblically or
morally; they were just unacceptable to a certain church, denomination, or group who shunned them.

5. Priorities. Life is often just a game of time. What we do with the hours in our day is connected to our priorities. If
someone is not involved in a church, then it is clear that church is not currently a priority for them. This could be because
their previous motivation is gone (such as parents, a spouse, or social pressure), other priorities began to seem more
critical (such as getting a second job because of debt or traveling because of a child’s sport), or because they are what
Dean Inserra calls “unsaved Christians” and the Holy Spirit is not within them compelling them to go. To be honest, you
and I are very prone to “wander” in our priorities without strong accountability and community in our lives. 

Do you have a friend or family member that has left Church? Reach out to them in love and invite them back. If being in a
worship service or church building isn’t an option right now, begin a new Small Group in a home, restaurant, or coffee
shop to help them get a fresh start on Church.

Have you allowed habits, fear, bitterness, embarrassment, misplaced priorities to take you away from your Church? Our
arms are open wide for you to come back and join us! We would love to help you begin a new season in your journey of
life.

https://www.americansurveycenter.org/research/faith-after-the-pandemic-how-covid-19-changed-american-religion/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/jan/22/us-churches-closing-religion-covid-christianity
https://research.lifeway.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Young-Adult-Church-Dropout-Report-2017.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0802418805?ref_=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_9FCSP248DF0M7P3FE5GK


SECURITY
Wednesday, March 1

Brad Redfearn & Bob Whiteman
 
 

Sunday, March 5
Gary Carroll, Frankie Joyner, Brad Redfearn, Jodie Goodwin 

Evening: Darrell Burch & Todd Garris 
Wednesday, March 8

Jim Kennedy & ______________
 

Sunday, March 12
David Caulder, Randy Caulder, David Paschall, Dick Young

Evening: Matt Southard & Chris Sellers
Wednesday,  March 15

Tommy Creech & Bob Whiteman
 

 Sunday, March 19
 Tom Boan, Chap Allison, Ron Watson, Kenny Robertson

 Evening: Jim Murray & Ed Madden
Wednesday, March 22

______________ & _______________
 

Sunday, March 26
Bobby Roberts, Darrell Burch, Jay Hinson, Eric Jones

 Evening: Brad Redfearn & Todd Garris 
 

Wednesday, March 29
Jim Kennedy & Tommy Creech

GIVING 116,721.68

98,340.14

BUDGET 
TO DATE:

GIVING:
You can give online at
 cherawfbc.com/give, through the Realm app

Text to give! Text CFBC to 73256, followed by
your gift amount (ex. $50)

through 
February 19Sunday Night Adult 

Small Group Opportunities

5:30 pm 
Hampshire Small Group

5:30 pm
Powell Small Group

 

6pm
Pastor Rod's Small Group




